


“—a——_- 


nS 
ndor on 


& Oy, 


f Cotes. 
/NEPican 
> biabilj. 
r of the 

rel In. 
he West 
elected a 
ul is this 


mber re. 
fin their 
n in hand 
| arriving 
sw South 
i npor'g. 
6%, eah 
ordingly, 
© less g 


ia, whi h 
uC ¢ ior 


es of spe. 


$107 560 
140.0 
5 000 
$2.52 660 
744 436 
$996,996 


ity ave 


barket is 
exertions 
in, vhich 
‘d there— 
ining, has 
ies tu lual 
‘ales upoa 
pecie lua 
s Can only 
,¢ ob Lon. 


tup at N. 
r three ol 
yr oof thal 
bosylPaita 
ain ol the 
pread th: 
fanie time, 
sor. Half 
ere suid at 
luyo, wheo 
eusureadly 


at rigid, in 
allimore— 
slp orl (1.08 
are reduu: 
 cuntiuued 
d ite cele 
by vat gor 
goviated al 


may credil 
elpnia Led 
1@ process 
changes lil 
$10 relativa 
iy utficers of 
aiiuded 
{ takeu ths 
found on 4 
12 Washi. 
Subsequent’ 
graphic ue 


‘The difficuls 
abinet cout” 
spended ai! 
2 some tev 
sored 10 hud 


a contradic: 
aro, authele 
reral, dio 
vere Le 1, ! 

3u jer, vl ihe 
, oF iered oy 
. Scull of 
. Belkinaps 


* 2 








__ NILE 


gixra senies.—No. 22.—VoL. XX = 








BALTIMORE, JANUARY 29, 1848. 


Ss’ NATIONAL REGISTER. 


ata 
a eee weed ene ee RNS em a a 





(Vor. LXXIil.—Wnuo re No. 1,896 





LO 


THE PAST——-THE PRESENT——FOR THE FUTURE. 








ene 


PRINTED AND PUBLISHED, EVERY SATURDAY, BY JEREMIAH HUGHES, %DITOR AND PROPRIETOR, AT FIVE DOLLARS PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 








t NATIONAL 


——————— 


E. Watson. 


Archibald H. Gillespie, first lieutenant, to be a 
captain, from the 17th of Nov., 1847, vice Dulany 
promoted. 

Daniel J. Sutherland, second lieutenant, to be a 
first lieutenant, vice H. Gillespie promoted. 

John Loyd Broome to be a second lieutenant, vice 
' Sutherland promoted. 

William Stokes Boyd to be a second lieutenant in 
the marine corps, to fill the vacancy occasioned by 
the death of Second Lieut. Henry Welsh. 

John F. Meade, register of the land office, Green 
Bay, Wisconsin, vice John S. Horner, removed. 

Wm. W. Fambro, receiver of public moneys at Ca- 
hawba, Alabaraa, vice Matthew Gayle, resigned. 

James Magoffin, re-appointed register of the land 
office at St. Stephens, Alabama. 

John J. Coleman, re-appointed register of the land 
‘office at Huntsville, Alabama. 

John Robb, of Maryland, to be principal clerk of 
the public lands in the general land office, in the place 
of James H. Piper resigned. 

John B. Filhiol, receiver of public moneys for the 
district of lands subject to sail at Ouachita, La., vice 
S. McC. Fenner, resigned. 


President Pork gave his first levee of the season’ 
n Wednesday evening last. 


U.S. sevaror rrom Georoia. The Hon V. Jonn- 
60N, has been appointed by the Governor of Georgia 
fo represent that state in the senate of the U. States, 
0 the place of Mr. Colquitt, resigned. 


Genera Scorr suspenpen. 
he rumors that the unhappy disputes amongst the 
officers of the army in Mexico have given rise to, as 
0 the course determined upon by the cabinet, were 
ml settled for the day, by the announcement of Gen. 
rie chairman of the co:nmittee on military affairs 
. /€ senate, who on Tuesday last in reply to ques- 
ons put to him by Mr. Critrenven, stated, that or- 
vers had gone on for the suspension of Gen. Scort, 
fou the command of the army, for the assembling 
iuquiry in his case at Perote, and ior the 
Gen. Worth from arrest. 


fa court of 
ischarge of 
Vel. X¥1T. S 





“AFFAIRS. 


APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 
By and with the advice and consent of the senate 


In the navy.— Sam]. Chase Barney, now a master, 
to be a lieutenant, from 12th of Nov., 1847, to fill 
the vacancy occasioned by the death of Lieut. Theo- 
dore B. Barrett. 

Benj. F. B. Hunter, now a master, to be a lieuten- 
ant, from 28th of November, 1847, to fill the va- 
cancy occasioned by the death of Lieut. John M. 
® (ardner. 

In the marine corps.—William Dulany, now a cap- 
tain. to be a major, from 17th Nov., 1847, to fill the 
yacancy occasioned by the death of Major Samuel 











DIPLOMATIC JOURNAL. 


| Minister from New" Granada. We inadvertently omit- 
ted to notice at the time, that the [Hon Pepro Atcan- 
TARA HERRAN, Was on the 7th Dec., presented to the 
president by the secretary of state as envoy extraor- 
dinary and minister plenipotentiary of that repub- 
lic to the government of the United States. 
gentleman has himself been president of Granada, and | 
is the son-in-law of Don Thos. Cipriano de Mosquera, 
ts existing president. 

Dr, Niles, recently appointed charge to Naples, is 
anative of ‘I hetford, Vermont. 
Europe he married an accomplished young French 
lady, widow of Eugene Sue’s father, the daughter of 
Mr. Wilhan, formerly of the city of Baltimore.— 
Mrs. Niles is supposed to have been personified in 
Bone of Sue’s works of fiction. 


Seth Barton Esq., charge to Chili, and J. R. Clay, 


charge to Peru, left Panama on the 30th Nov. in a 
British steamer for Valparaiso. 





When formerly in 











The thousand and 





Gen. Butler will be commander of the army. 

On. the 15th inst., the ‘Washingion correspondent 
of the Philadelphia Ledger, wrote as follows: 

“You will see by the last news from Mexico that 
Gen. Scott is faithfuily carrying oul the views of the ad- 
ministration, which are to obtain peace as quickly as 
possible by coercion, and not as Mr. Trist would 
imagine, by suing for it through an itinerant clerk in 
the state department. Mr. Trist has altogether tran- 
scended his orders, and it is probably for this reason 
that he is about to be dismissed from the state de- 
partment, and Mr. Appleton, now chief clerk of the 
navy department, appointed in his place,” &c. 

The following paragraph in the same paper, was 
probably from the same pen. 

“Gen. Scott.—We learn from a respectable source 
that Gen. Scott is not to be recalled, as it is plain he 
carries out the views of the president. If he was to be 
recalled, it was Jess for the quarrels of the generals 
than on account of his official correspondence with the 
war department. Now that he executes orders there is no 
need for a change.” 

Amongst the rumors of the past week, one as 
given by a Washington letter writer, was that ‘In 
case the difficulties should increase on account of 


these feuds, it is said that General Scott, Worth, and | 


Pillow, will be recalled, and that a court martial will 
be held here, of which General Taylor will be presi- 
dent.” . 


Gen. TarLor.—A complimentary dinner has been 
given to this gallant soldier by the authorities of the 
town of Lafayette. When the name of the ¢istin- 
guished guest was presented in a toast by the chair- 


} man. 


“The galiant Genera], in acknowledging the toast, 
said that he townd it difficult to express the feelings 
of gratitude that were excited in his bosom by this 
manifestation of regard on the part of his country- 
men. He was sure he had done no more than his 
duty, and no more than would have been done by 
every patriot who might be placed in similar cireum- 
stances. ‘I'he valor of our troops, said the gallant 
general, had, under the favor of Providence, crowned 


‘his efforts with success; but not to the extent he had 
hoped for and most ardently desired. The object 
‘nearest to his heart had been to bring the war to a 
| speedy termination—to restore peace and amity be- 


tween two neighboring republics, who had every 
motive to cultivate mutual good will, and whom he 
would much prefer tosee vieing with each other 
in the arts of peace, than contending on the field of 
battle. 

He had always hoped and believed, that by that 
spirit of forbearance and magnanimity which a great 
and powerful nation should always practise towards a 
feeble and prostrate enemy, peace might be restored 
on terms consistent with the honor, the rights, and 
the interests of both nations. In this, however he 
had been disappointed. He regretted that circumstan- 
ces, to which he would not then advert, had deprived 
him of an opportunity of contributing more towards 
the accomplishment of the desirable result. This 
was not an occasion to utter complaints; he had sub- 
mitted and would submit without much complaining; 
perhaps he had already said more than was prudent. 
He preferred adverting to a more agreeable topic, to 
wit: the evidences which he observed of the growing 
prosperity of the city. ‘The gallant general conclud- 
ed by giving, 

“ihe city of Lafayette, unsurpassed in the public 
spirit and enterprise of its inhabitants.” 





Rumors RELATIVE TO peAce. The National Intet- 
ligencer of the 25th, under this head stated that, 
“There was a good deal of stir occasioned in the 
city yesterday, by sundry rumors received from the 


south by telegraph, of a pacific tura to affairs in 


Mexico, even to an agreement to the basis of a trea- 
ty, on the conditions proposed last fali by Mr. Trist. 


‘‘he authority for the rumors was, however, too vague 
to inspire geaeral confidence in it.” 





The next day the Intelligencer had the following 
on the subject: ‘The rumors of peace, ot rather of 
propositions for peace, which have floated in the at- 
mosphere of our city for a day or two past, yester- 
day assumed a more definite form. We ourselves 
received a letter from our respected cor:espondent at 
New Orleans, under date of the 16th insant, in which 
he says that he has received information from a 
source such as to leave little doubt on his mind of its 
correctness, that ‘‘Mr. Trist has signed a treaty, and 
that it will be received here (at New Orleans) by the 
next arrival.” 

Private letters from officers in Mexico mention ru- 
mors there which look to the result above indica- 
ted.” 


The Arco Iris, of the 7th Jan. published the fol- 
lowing: 

The treaty of peace signed.—In a letter received by 
us yesterday from our correspondent at Jalapa, he in- 
forms us that an individual holding a high position in 
the American Army, and whose assertions deserve 
entire credit, said publicly, and without the least -re- 
serve, that from letters received at Jalapa from Pus 
ebla, on the Ist instant, it was postively known that 
a treaty of peace had been signed in Mexico. On 
being told that it was strange that this should be the 
case, as Mr. Trist had not power to sign such treaty, 
he answered that General Scott had taken it upon his 
own responsibilty to sign the treaty; in consequence of 
which, the treaty had been sent to Queretaro for the 
approbation of the Mexican government. 

The Free American, putting no faith in the rumor, 
goes on to reason on the subject as follows: 

“It is very strange, indeed, if this be true. Gen. 
Scott, if he is directed by his government not to 
sign any treaty, would certainly not sign one. He is 
too well known for his obedience to superior orders 
to put himself in a position that his countrymen 
might not approve; he has too much at heart the friend- 
ly feelings of those whom he serves, 

The last annual message of the president assures 
us that Mr. Trist’s powers had been revoked, and 
that he was recalled. It is true that Mr. Trist has 
not yet left the city of Mexico; but this he may do to 
await further orders from his government relative to 
the propositions of peace lately made by the Mexican 
commissioners, to which he could certainly not have 
received any answer from Washington before the 
Ist of the present month. : 

The Mexicans could not have been in such a hurry 
to make the peace, as they have always refused the 
proposition made by our’envoy, and we are certain 
that General Scott is not so anxious for it as to grasp 
at the first shadow of an*opportunity. We wish to 
receive the news of peace from a better source be- 
fore we give credit to it.” 


The Washington Union thus speaks on the subject: 

Washington is full of rumors about peace. But we 
cannot understand that any official accounts have been 
received to justify these sanguine calculations. 

The only thing which we have heard of any au- 
thentic character, is a Jetter from a distinguished offi- 
cer, who writes from Vera Cruz, on the 3d inst. to a 
member of congress, reporting the arrival of the 
courier from the capital with rumors ‘about negotia- 
tion, and the opinion of the commander-in-chief that 
we should have peace at no distant day. 

We have no confirmation of these reports from 
official sources; though we should not be surprised if 
Mr. Trist, without any instructions or authority, was 
receiving proposals from the Mexican commissioners. 

The tone of the foregoing paragraph would. seem 
in some degree to countenance the assertions of the 
Washington correspondent of the Baltimore Patriot, 
who writes on the 26th, that, ““The administration 
has sent some four or five special messsengers, with 
despatches after Mr. ‘Trist, but they cannot find him— 
or, at all events, they cannot get him to come home.” 

The arrival at N. Orleans, on the 18th, of the stea- 
mer New Orleans, with Vera Cruz dates to the ] 4th, 
without bringing any confirmation of the above ru- 
mors of peace, seems to terminate, all hopes of there 
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being any truth in the accounts. A letter from an 
intelligent American at Vera Cruz, speaking of the 
news from the interior of Mexico, says—‘‘We find 
little said about a treaty of peace, but there were 
whispers at Queretaro of an armistice of three months 
being on the tapis.” 

And yet the Washington correspondent of Balti- 
more Sun, who is well known to have opportunities 
of acquiring information at headquarters writes: 

Washington, Jan. 26, 1848. 

“T have not time to write you a long letter, but 
will.endeavor to make a few points. First asto Mr. 
Trist. You may take it for granted, beyond cavil or 
dispute, that Mr. Trist has sent to Washington a 
projet of atreaty, (not a treaty,) and that the same 
has been submitted to the president and discussed in 
cabinet council. 

“2d. You may take it for granted that Mr. Trist 
had no direct and positive authority to make a trea- 
ty, and that, consequently, the whole, thus far, isa 
mere ex parte arrangement between Mr. Trist on one 
part, and Mexican commissioners, acting without di- 
rect authority of congress, on the other. 

“3d. That Mr. Trist and Gen. Scott co-operate 
with each other in these preliminary arrangements; 
and that both are sanguine that a treaty on the basis 
contained in the project may be ratified by the Mexi- 
can congress.” 

“4th. That the administration will seriously con- 
sider the proposition, and that, in all probability, the 
president will communicate it to both houses of con- 
gress.” 


The Mobile Register publishes a letter “from 

’ gentleman of high standing,” dated Vera Cruz, Janu™ 
ary 4, which says:—‘‘An express got in yesterday 
from the city with the despatches from General 
Scott. The officer who brought them told me that 
seven days since, when he left, every one in Mexico 
was talking of peace, and that Gen. Scott said to him 
that he did not doubt that we should have such a 


left Pittsburg for the seat of war they mustered 96 
men. 

Honours.—The senate of Pennsylvania has unani- 
mously passed resolutions of thanks to General Scott 
and the army in Mexico; and a resolution directing 
the presentation of swords to Gens. Cadwallader and 
Patterson. 

The New York papers contain descriptions of two 
magnificent gold mounted swords manufactured in 
that city. One of them was ordered by the common 
councils and citizens of Troy as a present to General 
Wool; and the other is intended as a present from the 
isa a of Hudson and Kinderhook to Gen. Worth. 
The former cost $1000 and the latter $500. 





NAVAL JOURNAL. 
Pacific squadron.—Midshipman Wilson, bearer of 
despatches for government, left California October 
10 on the Puebla, and arrived at Panama the 30th 
Nov. From Chagres, he came over to Kingston, 
Jamaica, in the British steamer Avon, on board of 
which came Capt. Hull, U.S. N. and Sir Baldwin 
Walker R. N. From Jamaica Mid. W. reached N. 
Orleans on the 17th in the British barque Afton.— 
Midshipman H. N. Crabb, of the navy, and Dr. W. 
J. Powell, of the U. States ship Warren, also came 
passengers in the Afton. 

Mid. Wilson reported the U. S. ship Independence, 
Cyane, Erie, and Southampton, western coast of 
Mexico, on 10th Oct. 





STATES OF THE UNION. 





Louisiana. The legislature assembled at N. Orleans 
on the 17th January, vut the house did not organize un- 
til the 18th. 

The senate. The lieutenant governor presided. 

The house. P. W. Farrar, Esq., (wmg) was elected 
speaker. The vote’ stood 48 for Farrar, H. Phillips, 
(adm.) 46. A. Cavillier, was elect ed clerk. 

Governor Johnson’s annuul message, was_communi- 
cated the same day. It occupies four aid a half co- 
lumns of the N. Orleans Bee, and it principally relates 





peace by April next as would enable our government 
to withdraw the army. God grant it; but I do not 
think so. We of the army are, [ presume, at this 
time, the most anxious advocates for peace. The 
truth is, even the ‘Elephant’ himself, in disgust at be- 
ing looked at for such a length of time, has “left for 
parts unknown.” 





ARMY JOURNAL. 

Major Gen. Gaines, reached Washington on the 
17th mstant from New York, where he is now sta- 
tioned. 

Brigadier General Pierce, reached Washington 
on the 16th in-tant, direct from the army in Mexico. 

Maj. B. McCu..ovan, of the Texas rangers, Capt. 
J. B. Magruder, and Cupt. P. Kearny, (who has lost 
one arm in the war ) have also reached Washington, 
as has also Major Briss, assistant adjutant general, 
and chief of Gen. Taylor's staff. 

General Pittow, by an article in the American 
Star, published in the city of Mexico, denies ail 
know ledge of the famous “Leonidas” letter, or of its 
author. 

Troops for the war —The new packet ship Maid of 
Orleans was to sail from New York on Thursday last 
for Vera Cruz, with 400 U.S. troops on board for 
the war in Mexico. [M. ¥. Com. Adv. 

The fifth regiment of East Tennessee volunteers, 
numbering 684 privates, arrived at New Orleans on 
the 2kth, and went on board the ships Tahmarov and 
Mississippi, about to start for Vera Cruz. 


Four companies of the Michigan volunteers (293 
men) arrived +t New Orleans on the 10:h from Cin- 
cinnati, under the command of Col. T. B. W. Stock- 
ton, Capts. F. W. Curtennis, N. Breasel, J. 5. Row- 
Jand, and J, Witienmeycr. 

Two more companies of the Michigan regiment, 
comprising 251 men, under command of Maj. Bueb!, 
arrived at New Orleans on the 11th instant, en route 
for Mexico. 

The ninth regiment.—A letter received by Ben. 
Wade, of Bangor, from his son who belongs to the 
9th, which says that when they left Newport, R. L., 
the regiment numbered 8U0 men, but that it has been 
reduced to 200. 


_ The corps.of sappers and miners.—A correspondent 
of the Portiaud Advertiser, writing from Mexico, 


24th November says: ‘The company now consisis of 
less than thirty men on duty, out of seventy one that 
left West Point a year from lasi September. Three 
of that number have received a dishonorable dis- 
charge.” 

The Philadelphia rangers, one of the volunteer com- 
panies from Pennsy iv ania, OOW 10 Mexico, numbered 
on the 29th of October ouly 15 men. When they 


to state affairs. We received it too Jate 10 give extracts 
'in this vumber. The governor expresses opinion on the 
| warin favor of the permanent occupation, at present, 
| of Mexico, and also takes ground against the Wilmot 


.) proviso. 


| Finances. The Delta of the 18th, says: ‘According 
to the books of the state treasurer, balanced yesterday, 
there will remain, to-morrow, the sum of $294,000 in 
the treasury.” 

Census of New Orleans—2d municipality. Such man- 
ifest errors had been detected in the late returns of the 
_ assessors of the 2d municipality, that the council of that 
corporation ordered a new census, the result of which 
establishes a aifference of 15,000, and shows the present 
population of that municipality to be 45,193. The other 
two municipalities it is supposed, would show a differ- 
ence equally startling. 





Wisconsix.— Population, in 1940, 30,945 
1842, 44 476 

June 1846, 155,277 

Dec. 1847, 202,754 


In the census of December 1847 above, Brown, St. 
Croix, Chippewa, La Puinte, and Winnebag» counties 
are not included, no returns having been received from 
either. The entire population is estimated to be about 
210,000. 

The Wisconsin constitutional convention, assembled 
on the 16:h December. They organized by elec ing 
Thomas McHugh. tor secretary. ‘The vote for president 
stood—Martin (adm.) 41, J. H. Rountree 20, and 5 
scattering. 

Coal. It is stated that two good working veins, se- 
ven and eleven feet thick, have been discovered in 
Lykens’ valley coal region. 

The railroad, leading from the abcve mines io the 
Wisconsin canal, it is added, will be ia operation by 
next midsummer. 

A Wisconsin delegate, to the constitutional conven- 
tion new in session, Mr Bromwell, living at the Falls of 
St. Croix; 425 miles from the state capital, travelling 120 
miles on foot, 40 in canoe, and the rest of the distance 
in stages,—made the whole distance in a week. 





Micuican. The legislature, assembled at the new ca- 
pital on the Ist Januury. 

The sena’e. John N. Ingersoll, was chosen secretary, 
and Allen T. Welsh, (whe has just reiurned from the 
war) sergeant at arms. 

The house. A. W. Buell, of Wayne county, was 
elecied speaker, and A. W. Hvoley, clerk. 

‘The message of the governor occupies six and a half 
columns of the Free Press, and is alinost entirely de- 
voied to state affairs: 

The new capital. From all the accounts which have 
been received, the new capiial is not much uf a place 
after all. Itis true there is “Main street,” ‘*Washing- 
ton avenue,” “Michigan avenue,” ‘‘Capital Square,” 
“Walnut street,” and “Capital avenue,” but none of 
these are paved—nor are all the sidewalks laid down.— 
Several stores, a meat market, and a ball alley, are. in 
operation, but public accommodations are rather scarce. 





| ized on the 13th December. 
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A gentleman ~riting from there, say: “I; 
the man who was seeking py ® vet can find 
wilderness’? just bring him along. 
; Mich. , 
The Michigan Central Railroad. on wre 
of $1,100,000 has been reeentl: wade to the aoe loan 
by its stockholders, pro rata. The rate of interest , 
Ber opt a is ae WS eae ty could have’ Wag 
obtained. e stock of this road is princi n 
in New York. Prinetpally owned 





Iowa. The legislature, assembled at I 
3 January. _— Oe BE OWA City On the 
The senate. Thomas Hughes was elected 


J. B. Russell clerk, and Mr. Rockwell seuinitnt ce 
(ole house, elected Gen. J.B. B oe 
é house, elected Gen. J. B. Brown (whi 
J. 8. Richman (whiv) clerk, JS. Palmer (adm? et 
ant clerk. Hawkins Taylor (whig) sergeant-at. ae 
and Mr. Hedrick (whig) messenger. arms, 
Mr, Reynolds (adm.) was the only member that y 
not in his seat on organizing the house. ae 
A resolution was adopted, appointing a committee + 
investigate the nght of Mr. Kinsman (adm.) to the : 
he occupied. Other cases, it is probable, will be ia 
red to the same committee. _ 
The “democrats” have a majority of four in the » 
nate, and the whigs had a majority of. wo in the house, 
when organized. e 
The administration party were confident that the Ihe 
sult of the special election in Lee county, would give 
them a majerity inthe house, and are uncertain of ye. 
ceeding in electing United States senators. 
The democratic state convention was to assemble on 
the 8th January. 
A whig state convention, assembled at Iowa city on 
the 6th January. M. D. Browning, of Burlington, Dre. 
sided ‘The convention named as 
Delegates to the whig national presidential convention 
Gen. R. P. Low, J. W. Grimes, A. B Porter, and Jas 
aco They also appointed four substitute dele 
es. 
7 A resolution was passed instructing the delegates tg 
express a preference for Gen. Taylor as the presidep. 
tial candidate. H. W. Starr, of Burlington, delivereds 
brilliant speech on the Texas question. 
Resolutions were also passed condemning the present 
administration, the sub-treasury, the tariff of °46, &¢, 
Texas.— The legislature met at Austin and organ. 
The house elected J. 
W_ Hewnpverson speaker. The vote stuod Hender 
son 34; Gen. Lamar 24, 
United States senator.—On the 18th tne two houses 
proceeded to the choice of a United States senator. 
Gen. Houston received 69 votes, and was re-elected, 
The remaining votes scattering. 

Election of Governor.—On the 18th the two houses 
proceeded to canvass the votes for Governor. Great 
informalities, were found in the returns, and trow3 
counties, that in the aggregate were entitled to 832 
votes, no returns were received. The informalities 
were disregarded, and the votes stood, for General 
Wood [elected] 7,154; Dr. Mibier 5,106; Gen. Darnel 
1.276; Mr. Robinson 379. 

For Lieut. Governor, Mr. Greer 4,890. (elected) 
Gen. Tarrant 3,587; Judge Walker 2.979—Mr. Hay: 
bie 527. 

The existing popular vote of the state, is estimalel 
at 20,000 if all bad been taken. [The populatio 
of the state is about 140,000. ] 

Finances. —The report of the comptroller exhibit 
ihe fact, thatthe expenses of the state exceed Wt 
receipts. 

The appropriations for the years 1846 and lif 
amounted tv $163,770. The receipts were bul gi 
970. To meet the deficiency there was fortunalel 
received from the republic of Texas the sum of $12 





993. 
Amount of revenue from direct taxes $72 600 
do from iciences 21,80 
Amount estimated frou drieet taxes for 
1847-8 71,40 
do from lieeaces 22.0 
Estimated expenses for the present year 106,12 


Amount of taxable property, as returned 
1846 oe 42,747,408 
do __ thus far in 1847. 45,594,009 
The whole amount of actual cash received 
the treasury, for direct and license taxes, due 
state from the 19th February, 1846, to the 3lst t 
1847, was $58,653 78. ‘a 
ConqvueRED TERRITORY.—At.ongst the legislé! 
proceedings we find the following: : a 
Mr. Lamar introduced a joint resolution pre 
Ing against) the relinquishment to Mexico “S 
country sonth aud west of the Rio Grande, co? 
ed by and in possession of the United States. 
the first time. ig 
Mr. Lamar, introduced a joint resolation respe? 
the incorpuration of a portion of the conquered Per 
or states of the republic of Mexico into the stale of Te a 
with the consent of the United States, and qa 
a cession of a portion of the northern part of Tex# 
the United States. Read the first time. on 











Inauguration.—Gen. Woop, the new govern 
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-egarated on the 24th.. His address on the occasion- 
nau2'yort. He remarked in the course of it, that it 
™ 1d be “his effort to aid ard assist the present admiins: 

yon of the national government in its general policy 
a cially in a continued vig»rons proseeution © 
waragainst our common enemy, as the oily means of 
euring a lastin and honorable peace.” _ 

Commodore Moore's clacms, lor expenditures for the 
ate navy of Texas, have been allowed. A resolution 
to pay those claims has passed the legislature. 

Sutton’s company. The Galveston Gazette, of 
January 12th, says? ; 

We learn that serious apprehensions are entertained 
nthe west for @ portion of Capt. Satton’s company, in- 
cluding its commander. On the first night of the arri 
siof Captain Sutton with his company on the Rio 
ande they had sevent-en horses stolen, it is supposed 
hy Indians. The next morning Capt. Sutton started in 
pursuit with twenty five of his men, and at the last ac- 
aunts had heen out forty four days. 








PRESIDENCY, 1848. 








A bird’s eye glimpse of the political arena. 

The several parties are concentrating their respec- 
ive forces, taking measures for active operations, and 
ndeavoring to make the most of what streugth they 
can muster. From a large mass ofitems the follow- 
ng are culled as specimens of the whole. The 
riends of Gen. Taylor have as yet held by far the 
most meetings. 

DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION. 
OFFICIAL..—FROM “THE UNION” JAN. 26, 

At a meeting of the Democratic senators and members 
of the house of representatives, held in the senate 
hamber of the United States on the evening of the 
bith of January 1848, Gen. Sam Houston, senator 
rom Texas was called to the chair, and Mr Rich- 
rd Brodhead, of the state of Pennsylvania, appointed 
ecretary. Mr. Sevier, of Arkansas, form the joint 
ommittee appointed at a previous meeting, reported 
e following resolution: 

Resolved, That it be respectfully recommended to 
pur democratic friends throughout the Union to hold 

e proposed National Convention, for the purpose of 
hominating candidates for president and vice presi- 
lent of the United States, at the usual time and 
place, to wit, on the 4th Monday of May next, at 
Baltimore. 

Mr. Thompson, of Mississippi, moved to strike out 
Baltimore; which motion, after some discussion was 
hot agreed to. 

Mr. Bradbury, of Maine, moved to strike out the 
th Monday of May, and insert the, 4th July; which 
notion, alter some discussion, was als» decided in the 
egative. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Sevier was then 
havimously adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Turner, of I}linois, it was 
Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be 
igned by the officers, and that all the democratic 
uilors be respectfully requested to publish the same. 


SAM HOUSTON, Chairman. 
Richarp Bropueap, Sec retary. 


The Washington correspondent of the Baltimore 
atriot, giving an account of the above meeting 
lates that the friends of Mr. Buchanan, Mr. Dallas, 
nd Judge Woodbury, ali united against the friends 
Mf Gen. Cass, in selecting Baltimore as the place for 
€ convention to assemble. The friends of the lat- 


| The whig members of congress it was understood 
a 4 meet on the evening of the 28th for the pur- 
* of coming to a conclusion when and where the 
ig national convention should be invited to assem- 
re unetiog decided to call a convention, but de- 
~ e when and where, to be decided at another 
ing to which they adjourned. 
Pf Cass, Vice President Dantas, Mr. Secre- 
feat Judge Woopsury, Senator Canown, 
shieel - LAY, are all at the city of Washington. 
lies fre SMS was at New Oaleans at the latest 
th onee. General Scorr is in Mexico, and 
ae rom command of the army and ordered 
tape 3 submit to a court of inquiry. The where- 
ie we © anti-slavery and other partizan candi- 
are not apprised of. 
a ve me my from the history of nations that 
Sian ae chief magistrates as a part of their 
* tow would be wholesome reading 
“at or the people of this REPUBLIC. 
" s AYLOR Was invited io be present in Philadel- 








‘from Montgomery, Alabama, (where the legislature 
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versary of the victory of New Orleans. In his an- 
swer dated 30th Dec., he says— 

“Private matters of much importance to me, and 
the fact that my professional services are at any mo- 
ment at the disposal of the government, render it ne- 
cessary and proper that during my short leave of ab- 
sence from duty I should remain in this city.” 
TaYLor MEETING aT N. Or_eans.—A mass meet- 
ing of all those friendly to the election of Gen. Tay- 
lor to the presidency took place at N. Orleans on the 
22d inst., which must have been an imposiug affair, 
according to the accounts in papers from thence, 
just received. 

Tue Inp1ana administration state convention, on 
the 8th instant, by a vote in which there was but two 
negatives, recommended Gen’ Cass, as their candi- 
date for the presidency. 

A whig convention.—A letter to the Louisville 
Journal, giving an account of the proceedings of the 
whig state convention, held in Indianapolis, on the 
12th rnstant, says: ‘‘About three fourths of the con 
vention are in favor of nominating Taylor; but Clay. 
Scott and McLean have their friends. The nime of 
the illustrious Kentuckian was always sure to draw 
forth the most vociferous cheering of the meeting, as 
his services to the country were alluded to by the 
speaker.” 

Kentucxy.—Tiie Commonwealth contains an ac 
count of a meeting of the friends of Gen. Taylor in 
Frank!in county on the 17'h inst., resolutions were 
adopted recommending a Taylor state convention to 
be holden at Frankfort on the 221 February, and ap- 
pointed a large number of delegates to the proposed 
convention. 


A.tapamMa —General Taylor’s popularity—A_ letter 


of the state is now .n session,) dated 6th inst. says: 

“The whole body of whigs of Alabana and many 
influentia' democrats are uniting on Taylor. On 
Saturday, amidst an iliuminated state house, we had 
the most deeply excited Taylor meeting ever held. 
It was an extraordinary affair. In the senate cham- 
ber, the hall of the house, the lobbies, galleries, ro- 
tunda, outside the building, the crowds gathered 
with an enthusiasm never known before. They 
eclled for the speakers to be divided, and two thou- 
sand persons had to go away, unable to get within 
hearing of the speakers. I will send you the pub- 
lished account.” 

Lowisiana.—The citizens of Concordia parish, as 
semblied on the 10ih ast., and adopted resolutions 
recommending Gen. Taylor for the presidency, and 
that a state convention be held in N. Orleans oo the 
22:1 February; to which convention delegates, with- 
out distinction of party, were apponted to represent 
the parish. 

The citizens of Plaquemine, [berville, assembled 
on the 8th, Col. Payton was the principle orator.— 
Del: gates to the Taylor state convention, were ap- 
pomted. Amongst the resolutions adopted are the 
folio» ing: 

‘Resolved, That the refusal of Gen. Taylor to be- 
come the candidate of any particular party, so far 
from being an objection, is an evidence of the high- 
est qualification for the pre-idency. It was such a 
qualification that enabled the first president of the 
Union to bind it together in bonds that we hope will 
be eternal, and to enshroud the name of Wa-hiogton 
in the heart of every American. 

—That we believe a national convention to nomi- 
nate a candidate for the next presidency (to be inex- 
peient, and that no national convention has ever yet 
expressed the will of the people; we, therefore, re- 











commend to the people of this state, and of the other 
states, to hold parish, county, and state conventions, 
and there to nominate General Taylor as their candi. 
date for the next presidency.” 


PENNSYLVANIA.—The Perry county Democrat re- 
commends Governor Shunk as the democratic can- 
didate for the presidency in 1848 and the Doyles. 
town Demucrat endorses the recommendation. 

The whigs of Perry have thus indicated their pre- 
ference of Gen. Taylor as a candidate for the presi- 
dency: 

Risolved, That the man who declared, that if he 
had voted in 1844, ha would have voted for Henry 
Clay is strong enough in the whig faith for the whigs 
of Perry county to ~upport-as their condidate for the 
presidency in 1848—and if nominated by a whig 
national convention, we pledge ourselves to suppurt 
him with all the zeal and energy that characterize a 
good cause. 








ia a tt 
nd participate in the celebration of the anni- 
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18th inst., at which resolutions in favor of Generai 
Scorr for the presidency were appointed. N. Mid- 
dieswarth esq., ron A 

The whigs of Cumberla d co., held a meeting at 
Carlisle some days since, at which Ed var N. Bid- 
die was named as delegate to represent that district 
in the whig national! convention, the Carlisle Herald 
says: ‘As far as we have been able to ascertain the 
feeling of the whigs of this country in reference to 
the next presidency, it is decidedly in favor of the 
old trough and ready’ hero, Gen. Zachary Taylor.” 





DetawareE —One of the largest meetings ever 
held in the city of Wiimington, took place on the 
Qist inst., in the City ha'l, of the friends of General 
Taylor, irrespective of party —this being the first po- 
pular demonstration of the people in the state. Long 
before the appointed hozr, the large building was 
crowded to overflowins. Gen. N. Young, an old 
and personal friend of Gen. ‘T'aylor, presiden!; and a 
committee to draft resolu ions was appointed, which 
were adopted with loud acela nation. They recum- 
mended General Taylor for the office of president of 
the United States, as the people’s candidate, and also 
for the calling of meetings throughout the staie, of 
his friends. The mee'!g was eloquently ad Iressed 
by J. Wales, esq., of Wil nington, and P. K.S nith, 
esq., of Philadelphia. 

TENNESSEE.—The resjulions (heretofore insert 
ed) proposed in each branch of the legislature, re- 
commending General Taylor as a condidate for the 
presidency, passed both houses, in the senate by a 
strict party vote, in the house one whig, the repre 
sentative from Knox, voted against, and one demo- 
crat, the representative from Claioorne, for them. 





FLoripa —A large meeting of “‘whigs and persons 
friendly to the elevation of General Taylor tothe 
presidency,” was held in Tallahassee, on the Ist in- 
stant, and was addressed by Col Haughton and Gov. 
Call, resolutions were adopted, expressive of the 
opinion that Gen. Taylor is the first choice of the 
people of Florida for president, and urging his elec- 
tion, **not on the score of his military tervices alone, 
but because of his qualifications and private virtues 
—the integrity, fideity, and republican simplicity of 
his character—his mentel vigor and firmpess—and 
his devoted patriotism.”” He 1s recommended partt- 
cularly to (he people of Fiorida, for his distinguish- 
ed and patriotic services in their common defence; 
during the “Florida war.” 

Vinginta.—A large number of the county whig 
meetings in Virginia, called to select delegates to the 
state convention in February, have expressed a. pre- 
ference for Gen. Taylor as the whig candidate for the 
presidency. Among them are Culpepper, Wythe, 
Goochland, Franklin, Roanoke, Jefferson, and Agus- 
ta. Other county meetings have avowad their pre- 
ference for Henry Clay; but in all there seems to be 
but one determination, and that is to support the no- 
minee of the whig party of the Union. 

A meeting of the friends of Gen. Taylor was held 
at Wheeling on Saturday evening, at which M. C. 
Good, Esq. presided. Wain. Pitts. Esq. addressed the 
meetinz, which is described as a very large one, and 
resolutions approving of the nomination of Gen. 
‘Taylor as the people’s candidate for the presidency 
were unanimously adopted. A delegation was ap- 
pointed to the convention to be held at Richmond. 
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WARK WITH MEXICO. 





ARMY OF INVASION. 


The American Star, published in Mexico, trans- 
lates the tollowing passage of a letter written in th 





city of Mexico, and published in the Moneliano of 
the 16th of Decemver. : 

“Tne Americans who have been expected have 
arrived, afler cOwmitling a thousand excé3ses in 
every place throukb which they have passed, in 
this city they have occupied by force the Convent de 
jas Vascaines,and the houses of Echeverra and Teran, 
who they say, are agents of the government. A 
oody of Texaus have arrived, who faitered with the 
idea of avenging their brewuren kilied in 1836, ate 
comuitling all kinds of evils and excesses. This 1s 
no longer to be borne, lor it would be far betler to 
have a legion of demons here than these criminal 
ferocious, and atrocivus men. For myseit, ) mend 
to leave immediately, with my family, to go ahd tive 
in the woods; for it is much preferavié living ationg 
wild beasts than with such feliows. The* er ‘Scott 
oppresses the proprietors vécause he suppuses they 

ili be anfluential in bringivg about a peace. | have 





A whig meeting was held at Harrisburg on the 


neither time nor temper (to tell you afl that our tlus 
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irious conquerors are doing here. 
rabble may not go to your place. 
wait for them.” 

The Star then comments with great severity upon 
the letter, and upon the representations of Mexicans 
generally, in regard to the deportment of our troops 
in Mexico. 


Pray God this 
If they do, don’t 


Queretaro, Dec. 25. Seventeen deputies are 
ready for the assembling of the new congress. The 
Monitor publishes a list of those who were present 
at a preliminary mecting. The revolutionists are 
brought to astand—public opinion being too strong 
for them. Many of the chiefs had given in their 
adhesion to the government, and avowed their de- 
termination to aid it to the best of their means and 
ability. They think it the best and Surest course to 
leave the general government and the state at Jiberty 
to form their own opinions in regard to peace or war 
—thus submitting to the exigencies of the times, 
and to the will of the majority. The Monitor’s 
correspondent thinks the members of the new con- 
gress will readily and efficiently work together, in- 
asmiuch as they will cast aside everything like the 
gratification of personal interest or unworthy pre- 
jndices. We really hope such may be the case.— 
The new congress will meet in a few weeks, and we 
shall watch its proceedings with a good deal of in- 
terest. 





By the ship Tahmaroo, Vera Craz dates to the 8th 
January, reached New Orleans onthe 17th. The 
news by this arfival we abbreviate. 

GvuERRILLA AFFAIR. On the 3d January Colonel 
Miles Je{t Vera Cruz with a large train, for the city 
of Mexico. 

The Vera Cruz American of the 5th, says, for 
some cause, nul understood here, a portion of the 
train was unabie to leave their encampment near 
this city until this morning. In dragging through the 
heavy sand the train and pack mules, of which there 
was a Jarge number, became much scaiteied, so that 
the rear guard, which consisted of Capt. Ruff’s com- 
pany of the regi. eut of mounted riflemen, under the 
command of Ist Li. Walker, was thrown nearly se- 
yen miles in the rear of the main body of the wagon 
train. About 9 o’clock word was sent back that a 
guerrilla party at Santa Fe had captured some of the 
packs scattered aiong the road. Lt. Walker, leaving 
ten rifemen, with some wagons which had not been 
abie lo keep up, immediately moved up to Sania Fe, 
where he tound the guerrijiasdrawn up, One state- 
ment mukes them 400 strong, another 250. They 
were immediately charged by the riflemen, and 
without atlempting to stand or resist, they scatlered, 
keeping up a random and destructive fire upon Lt. 
Waiker’s jittle party of 30 men; who, finding it im- 
possible to send forward to the advance, sent a mes- 
senger to this cily stating nearly as above. Subse- 
quent messengers, two or three of whom are men of 
the company, and who were in the fight, state that 
Rufl’s company hed been surrounded and nearly 
every man cut off ; that Lt. Waiker had been killed, 
and that some sixty mules had been driven off by the 
guerrillas. Anoiber, who Jeft sll later, contradicts 
the death of Lt. Walker, bul states clearly and po- 
sitively that he was ordered ip by Lt. W. to report 
to Gen. Twiggs—that the lieutenant had posted the 
cou,pany, or what remained of them, in a ravine, 
from which they continued to keep up a most de- 
structive fire upon the Mexican taucers. A company 
of Ist dragoons, Lt. Gardiner’s, bas been sent out, 
and also a mounted company cf Louisiana yolun- 
teers. 

Seven o'clock, P. M. A few soldiers just arrived 
from Sania Fe with despatches to Gen. Twiggs.— 
Sowe of thew report (hat au engagement bad taken 
place between the guerrillas and Lieut. Walker, in 
which the former jost some 25 men, avd the latter 5 
men killed and wounded. One of the men who came 
Says that there was only one American killed. 

Further from Lt. iValker’s command.—By express. 
Jusi as we were going lo press we received the fol 
Jowing letter, written aller the engagement: 

Santa Fe, Jan. 4—9 o'clock. 

Here we are—we have lost about 300 pack mules 
—ote Lundred thousand dollars’ worth of property! 


Orleans on the 18th, with Vera Cruz dates to the 
14th January, brings further particulars. 

The account says that the portion of the train cut 
off had ineautiously lagged behind. Col. Miles could 
not wait for them to come up, but left 2 guard of 25 
men behind, which was totally inadequate agatust 
the sudden onset of 400 guerrillas. The loss may 
have been exaggerated, and it will, moreover, fall 
principally upon foreign merchants, to whom the 
pack mules stolen belonged. One house is said to 
have lost property worth $54,000, an English firm. 
The French and Spanish merchants robbed were 
able to obtain the restoration of their goods by pay- 
ing smartly, but no compromise could be made by 
English and American merchants. Their reliance 
now is upon Gen. Twiggs, who is expected to assess 
upon the district of Orizaba, whence the brigands 
came, the amount lost. In the skirmish it 1s sup- 
posed that three or four men of the mounted rifles 
were killed, and eight or ten of the Mexican mule- 
teers. 





Special correspondence of the Picayune. 
Vera Cruz, Jan. 11, 1848. 

The next expedition that leaves Vera Cruz for the 
interior, will, without doubt, be to Orizaba, to oc- 
cupy that place; and if a sufficient number of troops 
is at hand, possession will also be taken of Cordova, 
an important step which will be hailed with joy by 
the whole commercial cummunity, who have more 
to fear from the brigands who make these cities their 
headquarters, than from all the Mexican armies in 
the ex republic of Mexico. 

Dates from Mexico were received this evening to 
the Ist inst., and they bring rumors that the expedi- 
tion under Col. Withers to Real de} Monte, had been 
cut to pieces by a large force of the enemy; but the 
writer of the letter which I saw expressed his opi- 
nion that it ic alla humbug. 

Jan. 13. The Alabama battalion has left for San 
Juan, to relieve the detachment of the 13th infantry 
at that post, which will proceed to the National 
Bridge, to join the other part of regiment. The Sth 
Tennessee regiment is encamped outside of the city. 
I hear no rumors of their departure for the interior, 
but presume that they will form a portion of the 
Orizaba expedition, which I hope will get off soon. 

Jan. 14. A small party of soldiers arrived last 
night from Jalapa, but they bring no news except 
the arrival of Col. Miles’ train at that place, with- 
out any further loss or attack than what was report- 
ed to youa few days since, and that on the 11th it 
proceeded en route to Mexico. 





The ship Occan rcached Vera Cruz on the 5th, with 
recruits under Capt. Heury, 34 Infantry, from N. York 

A train was expected to arrive at Vera Cruz about the 
20th January from the city of Mexico. 

Arrivals at Vera Cruz from the interjor bring Quere 
taro dates to 28th December and City of Mexico to the 
ist January. 

At Queretaro, beliefs were then entertained that the 
approaching congress weuld have a quorum, and there 
was much less taik of pronuxnciamentos and revulsions. 
A letter of the 26th says that all parties are agreed not 
to send commissioners to Washington, arbitration being 
preferable to that stage of degradation. 

‘Cf he American Star of the 3!st December says that it 
has been known that a large force of guerrilleros was in 
the vicinity of the city of Mexico; that the U. States 
Dragoons had failed to come up with them... 

A rumor was afloat on the 3ist ult. that Col. Withers’ 
command, which left the city otf Mexico, on the evening 
of the 26th, fur Real del Monte, had been cut to pieces 
when about twenty miles disiaut. The Star does noi 
believe a word of it. 

‘The steamer Southerner has been seized by the cus- 
tom house authorities of ‘Tlacotalpam for having a quan- 
tity of powder concealed on board. 

‘I'he most important intelligence from the capital is the 
following order of. the commander in chief. 

CONTRIBUTIONS LEVIED ON MEXICO. 
Head quarters of the army, Mexico, Dec. 31, 1847. 
‘General Orders No. 395.) 

1. To support, in part, the military occupation of the 
Republic of Mexico by the army of tie United States, 
the several States of this Republic, already occupied, 
and others as they shall become occupied, are, or will 
be assessed, by the year, in dollars, as follows— 





The guerrillas attacked us about 4 o’clock; we 
have lost about ten men out of thirty under Lieut. 
Walker, of the rifles. He was obliged to dismount 
his'mep in an open prairie, for atthe first fire 17 
horses broke from under their riders, ‘Thirty men 
“Were not cnough to proiect a million worth of pro- 
perty. G. N. 

We understand that some of the merchants who 
suffered from this joss of the mules taken by the 
robbers Icft the city fur Orizaba, or Cordova, (we 
suppose) to euler inio an arrangement » ith lhem.— 
We wish them success. 

The sleawer New Orleans, which reached New 
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between States, have been abolished, together w} h “ 
tional lotteries. The tobacco monopoly wii] “i na 
abolished from and afier the present year. The se 
tion and the sale ea a shall, thereafier try-ehin 
save any duty that the United States may have it — 
or shall hereafter impose, on the importation of i" 
through the custom houses at. Mexiean ports fe acco 
by this army. And _ the receipts of the post o cameeed 
sper with she playing card and stamped paper _ 
olies are relinquished to t Stat : 
Ho nq 0 the State governments respec. 
3. The governors and members of the legislatures ; 
the different States, and the collecting officers now i 
commission, and heretofore charged with the collection 
of the federal dues of any kind, will be individ. fk 
held responsible in their persons and Property sae 
collection and full payment of this assessment—or- 
twelfth monthly, at the usual State capitals respectively 
or other place or places within the same, as ma wd 
appointed by the United States commander within each 
tate. 
4. The assessment on each state that may hereafter 
be oceupied as above, shall be considered as due fro: 
the first day of the month within which the occupation 
may take place, in order to avoid all calculations found. 
ed on days less than a month. Hence no cred: will 
be aliowed a state fur any payment previously made 
the federal government, or its officers, for any part of 
a month within which the state shall have been occupied 
by the American forces. In the states already go oc. 
cupied, the assessments will be considered as haying 
commenced with the present month, and be demanded 
accordingly. 
5. In payment of the money assessment, any state 
may substitute, in whole orin part, ata fair valuation 
with the consent of the U. Siates commanding office; 
therein, such articles of subsistence and forage as ay 
be found convenient to the two parties. , 
6. On the failure of any state to pay its assessment, 
its functionaries, as above will be seized and imprisoned, 
and their property seized, registered, reported, and cop. 
verted, to the use of the uccupation, in strict accordance 
to the general regulations of this army No resiguation 
or abdication of office by any of the said Mexican june. 
tionaries shall excuse one of them from any ot the above 
obligations or penalties. 
7. If the foregoing measures should fail to inforce the 
regular payinent, as above, from any state, the com 
manding officer of the United States forces, within the 
same, wil immediately proceed to coliect,in money or 
in kind, from the wealthier inhabitants, other than neu- 
tral friends, within his reach, the amount of assessinent 
due from the state—taking care, always, to make the 
collection as equitably and savingly as practicable, and 
to report the amount forcibly levied to the next superior 
officer of this army. Any waste or wanton injury com: 
mitted in these operatiuns, as well as all fraud and cor 
ruption shall be vigorously prosecuted before a tribunal 
of the army. 
8. With a view to a vigorous accountability, re. 
ceip's in payment of assessments, whether in nioney, 
or in kind (the latter expressed in money, according 
to valuation) will be signed by some quartermaster, 
commissary or paymaster of this army, named by 
the commanding officer within a state, and be duly 
attested by the latter, who wiil also keep a register 
of all such payments. The amount of those pay- 
ments and of forced levies, will be reported month- 
ly,to general headquarters, as well as to Washing 
ton, (see general orders, No. 366, of the 6th inst.) 
both by the receivers and the attesting and cow: 
manding officers within the several states. 

9. ‘The usual dues, heretofore levied on the pre: 
cious metals, in the interior, by the federal govern- 
ment of Mexico will be continued and collected for 
the military chest of this army. Commanding off: 
cers near the mives, assay offices and mints, res 
pectively, will inquire aud report to general heal: 
quarters on the subject; but until further orders le 
luliowing rate will ve exacted. 

10. On production of both gold and silver, three 
per centum; on melting, $2 50 for every 135 marks 
—the iwark of eight ounce; on assaying, $l the bar 
fur vars of silver, at $150 each for bars of gold o 
of gold and. silver mixed, and on comage the per 
centage ob both metals ber eiofore paid by the mills 
respectively; according to contract with the Mesh 
can government, ‘hose contractsin every case will 
be particularly examined, ‘he one real pet mark 
on both gold ‘and silver, heretofore paid to ihe co 
lege of mines in this cily, is relinquixhed to thet 
scientitic institution, and may collect as usual. 

1]. It 1s understuvu that the collection of the dues 
on production, melting and assaying, may be att 
at the assay ollices, and they will be demanded 30 


} 





Chihuahua $49,15SS Oaxaca $34,160 
Coahuila 5,659 Queretaro 85.944 
Chiapas 21,692 San Luis 111,260 
Durango 85.559 Sinaloa 33,524 
Guanabuato 255,876 Sonora 95,000 
Jaliseo 236,338 ‘Tabasco 59,060 
Mexico state and Tamaulipas 71,332 
Federal district 668,332 Vera Cruz 271,545 
Michoacan 237,712 Zacatecas and 
Nueva Leon 50,437 Aguas Calientes, 
Puebia 424,276 reunited 249,076 


, ae ‘. 
| 2. ‘This assessment: is the quadruple of the direct taxes 
paid by the several siates to their federal government in 
the yeas 1843 or 1844. But, on the other band, all tran- 





sic duties, (aleabalas y derechos de internacion) heretofore | | 
payable at the gates of cities and on passing the’lines! Under ike eireumstances—tual ts 


received accordingly. The three per centage y 
| coimage will be cullected for this army at the ae 
At both places officers of intelligence and scour” 
[habits of inspecuon willbe appointed frow time | 
| lime to give (ue uecessary attendance. 
| (12. Tue like penalties, seeeipis, attestations, “ 
/gisiers aud reports are prescribed i respect “? 
(on (ue preeious metals as are prescribed above © 
other contributions in money or in kind, and i 
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the first instant, and in other states from the begin- 


ning of the 
respectivel 


months within which the states shall be 
y entered and occupied. 


13. The American troops in spreading themselves 


over 
strict 


this republic. will take care to o 
est discipline and morals in respect to the per 


bserve the 


sons and property of the country—purchasing and 


paying for a 


require, and tr 


li necessaries and comforts they may 
eating the unoffending inhabitants 


with forbearance and kindness. The high honor of 
our country, as'well as the . particular hovor of this 


army, must aod shall be mai 


ntained amongst the 


few miscreants in our ranks. The few cannot be 
ermitted to dishonor the whol mass of our citizens 
and soldiers at home and abroad. The misereants 
must therefore be watched, and for every offence 
denounced and sent before the proper tribunals for 


exemplary punishment. 
good officer and soldier. 


This is required of every 
Men, free at home, must 


maintain the honor of freemen when abroad. If 
they forget that, they will degrade themselves to the 
level of felons and slaves, and may be rightfully 
condemned and treated as such; for felons, accord- 
ing tothe laws of God and man, are slaves. 

14. The laws of war will also be strictly observ- 
ed towards all Mexicans in ar ss, who respect those 
jaws. For the treatment of those atrocious bands 
of gueri'leros and armed rancheros, see general or 


ders No. 372, dated the 12th inst. 
By command of Maj. Gen. Scorr: 


H.L. SCOTT, A. A. A. G. 


Office of civil and military governor, 
National Palace, Dee. 30. 1847. 


On and after the first ‘ay of January, 1548, three 
gaming hou-es will be licensed and recog nized as 
lawful in the city of Mexico. 
pay in advance, a monthly tax of $500, and all 
other gaming houses are positively prohibited. 

After the specified date all personal property 
found in any house or place in which public gaming, 
without license, is detected, and all money and pro- 
perty employed in such unlicensed public gaming 


house, will be confiscated, and the 
lected will be subject to 


Kach o f these will 


persons so de- 
imprisonment for thirty 


days,and tobe fined aceording to circumstances, 


from fifty to tuo hundred dollars 


By the governor, 


R. P. HAMMOND, Sec’y. &e. 





“ARMY OF OCCUPATION.’ 
Krazos Santiago dates of Jan. 11, afford no re- 


cent intelligence from NJonterey. 


Col. Davenport left Matamoros on the &th instant 
forthe mouthof the river Brazos Santiago, on a 
lour of inspection. 

The $90 000 in specie which recently arrived at 
the Brazos, from Camargo, was consigned to 8. C. 


Hatz- ll U. States consul. 


promise 


from 


The duties amounted to 
$7,000, and the American collector was willing to 
receive a written 


) the consignee, 
pledzing himself to pay this sum on denand. 


This 


the consignee would not consent to, nor would he | 


give intormation 


specie. 


as to where he 
Mr. Chapman, the collector, then forecd 


had placed the 


Mr. H's doors, found the silver, and placed senti- 
bels over il, which were not to be withdrawn until 


the duty was paid. 


Notice had been given by a number of Americans 
hat a meeting of the friends of education would be 
held at Matamuros, and the Mexicans were invited 
loattend, and take the lead in the arrangements. 


Lower California. 
been received to the 30th ult. 


Advices from Mazatlan have | 
The guerillas under. 


jdares, made an attack vpon the Cape, (Lower Ca 
luruia,) and were completely routed—M :jares and 
Many other Mexicans being killed. La Paz, fur- 


‘ 


he ‘ ‘ ‘ 
ther borth in the Peninsula, was also the scene of a | 
Singuinary conflict petween the guerillas, under { 


‘plain Peneda, and the Americans. The place was 
reduced to ashes by the fire that took place vetween 


the Cumbatants. 
pelled to retire. 


‘The Mexicans were finally com- 
There are rumors of 
bégements, but nothing to be relied on. 


other en- 


he reported deatts of Mr. Cloud, paymaster, 
and Lieut. Miner, of the U. 8S. artidery, are con- 


firmed, 


Sem +e. 





THIRTIETH CONGRESS, 


FIRST SESSION. 





ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS. 


| Jaxuany 17.—Mr. B 


SENATE, 


radbury presented the creden- 


als of Mr, Wyman B. 8. Moor, appointed by the 


8Vernor of 


hit 


_ deatb of Mr. Fairfield. 
“4 aud took his seat. 


Maine to fil the vacancy occasioned by 
Mr. Moor was duly qua- 


o 





——— a ee 





The following resolution, submitted by Mr. Man- 
gum came up for consideration: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to Jay before the senate ali the plans, 
estimates, and calculations presented by General 
Scott. as in his opinion being best adapted to attain 
the objects of the war; and his opinion touching the 
military means necessary to accomplish the objects 
of our government, in any and all alternative views, 
that have been considered by the executive or sug- 
gested by Scott to bring the war with Mexico to a 
close; if not inconsistent, in the opinion of the presi- 
dent, with the public service. 

Mr. Cass asked that its consideration might be 
postponed until to-morrow. It was so ordered. 


Ten regiment bill.—The senate proceeded to the 
consideration of the bill to raise an additional military 
force; when— 


Mr. Buller rose and addressed the senate at great 
length in favor of his amendment as a substitute for 
the original bill, better calculated, both for cheap- 
ness and efficiency, than that to raise additional re- 
giments. 


Mr. Butler held that this was a juncture in our af- 
fuirs, and that as wise men we ought to prepare for 
the crisis. There were men upon the floor of the se 
nate ready to support the executive in every scheme, 
no matter how grand or magnificent. They would 
vote 200,000 more if the executive desired it. This 
allempt to revolutionize Mexico, and to make that 
country a pait of our institution involved principles 
which greatly endangered the welfare of the repub- 
lic. It was not possibly to make such a people har- 
monize with our goverument. Mr. Butler discussed 
bis amendment, which was to fill up the regiments 
already in Mexico, rather than create the ten new 
regiments. If the senate passed the bill now before 
the senate, there would have to be more than five 
hundred officers. If it had come to this,—that men 
wculd not enlist unless under some political move- 
ment, it was time the fact was known.. Mr. B. made 
out that by his plan Gen. Scott would have at least 
35,000 men with whom to overrun Mexico. All 
they had to do was to keep in awe a distracted popu- 
lation; sequester revenus, confiscate publie property, 
and to act as armed jailors. Napoleon ad not many 
more men than this wien he invaded Italy. This 
was the first war of invasion we have had, and he 
trusted it would be the last. 1it was avowed on this 
floor even, that the annihilation of Mexico, as an in- 
dependent state, was designed. Some looked to it as 
a province, and others for its absorption at once into 
our government. Mr. B. spoke of the battles fought 
and the vietories won, and put the fruits of them all 
down onlyas acrop of heroes. There was no peace, 
and he feared there would be none. Complete sub- 
mission was the panacea of the executive to ensure 
peace. Mr. B. thought the executive ought to take 
counsel from circumstances around him. There was 
a jo1midable opposition here. The popular branch 
of ibe government were probably averse to the 
war, and the opposition lo it was formidable on all 
sides. 

Mexico, in his jiidgment, had of rizht taken ex 
ception to the extraordinary terms of cur govern- 
ment. The whole of New Mexico and Calif ruis 
were demanded then, ond by the chairman of the 
committee on foreign relations, no doubt speaking 
for the executive. The president had gone further 
end assumed that al} this territory was ours, and thet 
ve had a geod title to the whole of it. This was 
against all international law, and all sense of right, 
No preud nation with a spark of honor could submit 
to such claims as these. Mexico was compelled to 
submit to degradation. | 








keep what we bave got, and get whatwe can.” “The | 
history of the Texas revolution showed that Texas_ 
had not the undisputed claim to the Rio Grande, or | 
to the country of Tamaulipas. Mr. B. was willing | 
to make the Rio Grande a boundary as an ultima- 
tum. He would then allow her the right of propos- | 
ing a line to the Pacific, and he would accept it, if| 
te could. All the territory we wanted would fall 
into cur possession. We could not make too great a | 
sacrifice lo procure a peace. Speaking usa southern | 
man merely he might be willing to push Mexico to a | 
war of conquest. ‘There would be a good country | 
for a slave lator south of 32 deg. He had no idea | 
that any slaveholders would go north of this line; but | 
southern men were not to be shut out of the country | 
if a war of conquest was persisted in. The country | 
north of the Sierra Madre he had no doubt Mexico | 
might surrender with great advantage to herself.— 
Mr. Butler wished to know why the president did_ 
not take the line he meant to keep, and hold it. He- 
could do no more two yeays hence than now. 

He would rather have no territory at all than to 
carry oul the magnificent designs of gentlemen on! 
this floor, It was folly to absorb such a country in| 
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r 
our own,—to exhaust sich a nation into the healthy 
veins of a republic like this. 

Mr. Butler’s mind seems to be deeply impressed 
with the consequences of the war and with the ur- 
gent necessity for peace. He spoke with great feel- 
ing and great intelligence, and hoped earnestly that 
the war would be brought to «a steady termination. 

On motion of Mr. Badger the senate proceeded to 
the consideration of executive business; after which 
the senate adjourned. 

January 18—Mr. Baldwin submitted the following: 

Resolved, Tivat the president of the United States 
he requested to communicate to the senate any in- 
formation he may possess in regard to the extent and 
valine of the public domain, if any, belonging to the 
republic of Mexico; and also in regard to the power 
uf that republic, under the fundamental laws thereof, 
to cede to any foreizn government, whether monar- 
chical or republican, the sovereignty and do ninion 
over any of the members of that eonfederacy or the 
people thereof. 

Mr. Bagby submitted the following, and gave no- 
tice that he should call them up at some early date 
for the purpose of having a direct vote on them: 

1. Resolved, That the constitution of the United 
States is a compact between coequal sovereigns, by 
which they and each of them delegated certain spe- 
cified powers to form a general government for the 
benefit of all the common parties to said compact, 
and such as might become parties to it. 

2. Resolved, That the powers not thus delegated 
by the parties to said compact to the general gov- 
ernment, nor any department thereof, remain with 
the states respectively, or with the people. 

3. Resolved, ‘That the government of the United 
Stales possesses no powers except such as are ex- 
pressly granted to it by the constitution, or such as 
are necessary and proper to carry the granted pow- 
ers into effeet. 

4. Resolved, That the power to construct roads, 
cul canals, make harbors, or improve the navigation 
of rivers, in any one or more of the states or territo- 
ries of this union, is not among the powers expressly 
granted to the general government by the constitu- 
tion, nor is the exercise of such a power necessary 
and proper to carry any of the granted powers into 
effect. 

5. Resolved, That the power to build piers sod 
docks, erect buoys and lighthouses, and improve the 
harbors on the lakes, if it exists at all, is not derived 
from the power to regulate commerce, but from the 
power to provide and maintain @ navy. 

§. Resolved, ‘That the government of the United 
States does not possess the power to create, originate, 
o:duin, establish, or carry on commerce between or 
among the states of the Union, but only to regulate 
such commerce as the stales or the people thereof 
may create, originate, ordain, establish, and carry on 
betwecn or among themselves. 

7. Resolved, Tiiut any attempt by the general gov- 
ernment, under avy pretext whatever, to construct 
roads, cul canals, or improve the navigation of any 
river wilbin the limits of any one or more of the 
states of the union, or within any territory, is a pol- 





puble violation of the coustitution, and if it be 
wil.in the limits of a state ur states, is a direct and 
darger: us encroacitient on the rights and sovereign- 
ty thereol, 

Mr. Webster introduecd a bill to make atlachments 
under process issuing from the courts of the United 


| States conform to the laws regulating such attach- 


We said to her ‘“‘we will! 


ments in the courts of the states. Mr. W. having 
explained the object of the bill, 1t was considered in 
committee of the whole, and was by unanimonscon- 
sent read a third tae and passed. 

Gin. Scolt’s plan, & —ite resolution submitted 
yesterday by Mir. Mutgum ihen came up fur consi- 
deration. . 

Mi. JWangum desircd lo modify the resolution so 
that the infurmation might be coutmunicated “eonti- 
dentally or otherwise,” expressing atthe same time 
the opinion thet the senate was entitied to all the 
information asked for to enable it to vote understand- 
ingly op Ue bill before them to raise an additional 
military lorce, 

Mr. Sevicr opposed the passage of the resolution 
even in its modified forw, ad moved to lay it on the 
tabie. 

Mr. Mangum demanded the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and the vote stood as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atherton, Bagby, 


| Bradbury, Butler, Camerun, Cass, Davis, ot Mississippi; 


Dickinson, Dix, Dougiass, Downs, Felch, Hannegan, 


‘Hunter, Lewis, Moor, Sevier, Sturgeon, Turney Yule, 


—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, 
Bright, Calhoun, Clarke, Dayton, Greene, Johnson, of 
La., Mangum, Miller, Niles, Pearce, Phelps, Rusk, 
Spruance, Underwood, Upham, Webster,—2uv. 

So the resolution was jaid on the table. 


Zen regiment bill.—The bili to raise an additional 
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| be requerled to inform the senate whether the gene- 


: 

















342 NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—JAN. 29, 

=~ ; = sama att hm 

~Htary force for a timited perm -d, “was next taker] ap ect entitled “an act to provide for the helter orga 
uy. nization of the treasury. and for the collection, saf 


Mr. Badger addressed the senate until after three 
o'clock, declaring it as his opinion that the war with 
Mexico was the immediate result of the uneonstitu- 
tional and unlawful act of the president of the United 
States. 

On motion of Mr. Foote, the senate adjourned. 

Janvary 19.—Mr. Niles asked to have the papers 
in the ease of Major Laraby taken from the files an‘! 
referred to the committee on pensions. Mr. N. 
spoke of the pecu'tar hardship of the case of Major 
Laraby, who had entered the ranks in the last war 
with Great Britain, and fonght his way to distinction 
by gallantry and good conduct. The pension allo» ed 
him he thought inadequate to his support or his me- 

rts, and ex pressed the hope that something would be 
done, either by special act or general legislation, t» 
reach the case He thonght the pension law defec- 
tive wn several particulars and required revision and 
amendment. 

Mr. Mangum submitted the following: 

Reselved, That the president of the United States 


ral «rders No. 376, issued by General Scott at head 
qua:ters, Mexico, bearing date 16th December la-t, 
‘were issued upon instructions from the secretary of 
war; and, if so, to lay such instructions before the 
senate; and, also, any opinion of Gen. Scott in rezari 
to the necessary military means to carry said instruc 
tions into effect which way be on file. 

Mr. Ashley submitted the following: 

Resolved, thatthe committee on printing be in- 
structed to inquire into and report to the senate the 
manner in which the printing of the senate has been 
executed; whether it has been done in conformity 
with the terns of the contract, eithe: as to the qua 
lity and size of the paper furnished, or the manner 
in which the printing has teen done; also, that they 
inquire and report whether the Cocuments printed 
and distributed by the printers to congress are cor 
rectly printed from the originals sent to their office. 

On motwn, Mr. Bradbury «as excused from ser- 
Ving vn the committee on printing; Mr. Cameron from 
the committee on commerce, Mr. Yulec irom the 
Committee on private land claims, and vir. Dickinson 
from the commilee on patents. The chair fills the 
vacancy in each case. 

On mation of ir. Downs, 

Ordered, Tha: the memorial of John Hagan, E. 
Lackett, and She:mav Johoson, owners of the slaves 
compelled by mutiny on board the Creole to enter 
the port of Nassau, and Jiberated by the authorities 
of tha! place, be taken frow the files and referred to 
the conn ittee of claims. 

Mr. Rusk, in pursuance of notce, mtroduced a bill 
to estabis b an additional district court of the United 
States in the siate of ‘Texas. 

Special Order.—The senate then proceeded to the 
consideration of the bill to raise av additional milita- 
ry force; when 

Mr. Foote rose and addressed the senate at length; 
aud, «ithout conclucing, gave way for a motion to 

yourn. 

a oe 20.—Mr. Daris, of Miss. reported from 
the committee on military aflairs: A biil to increase 
the, efficiency of the ars y Ly a retired list for disa 
bled officers. 

Resolutions —Mr. Berrien submitted the follow- 


Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requesied to furnisi to the senate copies of the 
Jetiers, reports, or olber communications which are 
referred to im the Jetier of General Zachary Taylor, 
dated at New Orieans, July 20. 1845, end addressed 
to the secretary of war, atid w bich are ieferred to as 
coptaining the views of General Taylor, previously 
communicated, in regard to the line proper to be 
occupied at that time by the troops of the United 
States. ' 

Mr. Calhoun suggested as a modification —_ 

“And any similar communication trom any officers 
of the army on the same subject, uniess he be of op- 
miop that a communication of the same be inconsis| 
eut with the public interests.” | 

Mr. Berrien accepted the modification, and the re- 
solution jn s over under the rule. ' 

Mr. Hannegan suduitied the following: 

Resolved, ‘i hai a select committee be appointed to 
inquire Whether it may be necessary to adopt any 
measures for the future Construction and preserva- 
tion of the monuments to the memory of deceased 
members 01 the senate, and also under what cireum- 
stances Monuments have been so erected and may 
hereafier be erected. 

Mr. Dickinson submitted the following. 

Resoived, ‘Vhai Jesse E. Dow be admitted to a seat 
in the 1eporters’ gallery, from which he was excluu- 
ed by an order of the senate of March 16, 1846. 


keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the public re. 
venue.” 


Chicago. 


dent. 


force; when— 








By Mr. Douglass, a bill granting to the state of I!- 
linois the right ef wey and a donation of public land 
for making a railroad connecting the upner and lowe 
er Mississippi with the chain of the northern lakes at 


The resolution, submitted yesterday by Mr. Man- 
gum, came up for consideration: 

A debate of seme interest here ensued, in which 
Messrs. Mangum, Cass, Crittenden, Allen, and others 
participated; when the resolution was adopted, mo- 
dified so as to make it discretionary with the presi- 


Special order.—The senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill to raise an additional military 


Mr. Foote again addressed the senate until after 3 

o'clock, and in the course of his remarks contended 

that there was not that danger in the absorption of 
ance by the United States that was generally sup- 

posed. 

January 2]1.—A message was received from the 
house of representatives communicating the death of 
the Hon. J. W. Hornbeck and the proceedings of the 
house thereon, 

Mr. Cameron then rose and delivered an eulogy on 
che deceased «whereupon the senate adjourned till 
Monday. 

January 24.—Mr Rusk submitted the credentials 
of Genera! Sam Houston, «lected a senator from the 
state of Texas fur six years; which were read, and 
General Houston then took the customary oath and 
his seat. 

Several petitions were presented, praying for the 
termination of the war; for the reduction of the pre 

sent rates of letter and newspaper postage, &c. 

Mr. Hunter, from the committee for the cistrict of 
Cclun: bia, reported a billsupple ental to the bill to 
retres ede the city and county of Alexandria without 
amendment. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Berrien on Thursday 

last, requesting the president to furnish copies of the 
Jetters, reports, &c. referred to m the letter of Gen. 
Zachary Taylor, dated at New Orleans, 20th July, 
1845, and addressed to tle secretary of war in regard 
tu the ne proper to be occupied at that time by the 
United States, wos taken up and agreed to. 
Mr. Hunter submitied a resolution calling on the 
president lor cops of certain correspondence be 
tween Mr. Wire and the Brazilian government; which 
was agreed to. - 

Mr. Westcott submitted a resolution to inqnire into 
the expediency of raising the salary of the United 
States district judge of East Florida; which was 
agreed to. 

The senate proceeced to consider the bill to au- 
thorise the Nutional Monument society to erect -. 
monument in honor of Gen. Washington on the pub- 
lic ground, and which being pussed through commit 
tee, was read a third time and passed. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Baldwin, calling 
on the president to state, it he has any iniormation, 
where there is any public domain in Mexico, ane, 
if any, wheti er the government of Mexico has the 
power lo cede any portion of it to a foreign govern- 
nent, Was taken up. Mr. Baldwin made an expla 
pation of his cbject, and was replied to by Mr. Han- 
negan Altera briet rejoinder, Mr. H. moved to lay 

ihe resolution cn the teble. Yeas 28, nays 22. 

A message was received from the president of the 
Unites States, communicating the information call- 
ed for by a resolution submitted by Mr. Dayton on 
ihe 13th instant, calling for the information obtsineu 
frcm Gen. Scott on the subject of torced contribu- 
tions in Mexico. 

The special order Leing the resulutions submitted 
by Mr. Hannegan, on motion o1 Mr Hannegan, 
ere posipones to the 7th of February. 

The residue of the day was consumed in expla- 
nations by Messis. Butler, Davis, of Mississippi, Clay 
ton, Sevier, and Fovte. ‘ibe bili was then passed over 
informally. 

The bill authorising the ev ployment of an addi 
tional clerk to sign land warrants was received from 
the house, went through its various stages and 1. as 
passed. 

The senate adjourned. 

January 25.—Mr. Dickinson preseoid a memo. 
rial from asvuciety of citizens of the state of New 
York, on the subject of the disease in the potato and 
on the evils likely to be the result; which was refer 
red to the Cummullee on agriculture. 

Mr. Diz presented joint resolutions of the legis- 
lature uv: New York, praying for the repeal of te 
law of last session relative to the posiage on tran 
sient newspapers. 





Bills introduced —By Mr. Atherton, a suppiement (o | 


1848-CONGRESS. 


ty pn seater 
A TAL Jt cette dn 


of territory by ennquest, 


which were oardere’ to he printed, deny:,. 
power of congress to sbolish slavery, or to ae. the 
with that question in relation to any new tear 
to be acquired, and asserting the right of aequisity 
Q 

Mr. Poris, of Miss., from the coOMMittee op 
tary affairs, re cied a bill to provide addit 
quarters near New Orleans for United Sta; 
diers or volunteers returning from or ZOing tot 
seatof war in Mexico; which was read three ti " 
and passed, Soe 
Mr. Critienden asked the chairman of the e 
tee on military affairs, whether General go 
been suspended r recalled. And also wheth 
— has been released from his arrest? 

r. Cass said he was willing to vive such ; 
tion ashe had on the subject, Aa which had rhegeg 
ed him in his capacity ot chairman of the Commine 
un Military Affoirs. He presumed there was no dig 
sition on the part of the government to conceal} the facts 
General Scott has been suspended, and the commang 
had devolved on General Builer, the next in comman, 
General Scott wonld attend the cour! of inquiry Appoint. 
ed to meet for an examination of certain matters Buh. 
mitted to it. General Worth has been released from 
his arrest. 
The Senate resamed the consideration of the Ten 
Regiment Bill.—Mr. Clarke spoke for about an hour jp 
opposition to the bill, which he regarded as uncalled fur 

e went into calculations to shew that the troops wer 
not required, and that the means could not be provi 


mili. 
1Ong| 
8 go]. 


MMmil. 
er Gen, 


ed. 
Mr. Dix obtained the fleor, and the Senate they 
went into Executive session, after which the Sena 
adjourned. 
Wepnespay January 26.—Mr. Hunter presente 
a petition from the president of William and My 
College. Virgit.ia, praying compensation for the ys 
of and damage done to the college buildings by the 
French troops in the revolutionary war; which way} 
referred to the committee on revolutionary claims, 
Mr. Benton gave nvtice that he shculd to morroy 
ask leave to introduce a bill to amend the sixty fir 
and ninety fifth rules of the articles of war, relaiiy 
to the practice of courts martial. 
Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, from the committer 
on private Jand claims, reported, with amendments, 
a bill for issuing patents ina certain class of cases 
and for other purposes. 
On motion of Mr. Phelps, it was 
Resolved, That the joint committee on printing be 
directed to inquire into the causes which kave pre 
vented the printing of the annual report of the sec 
retary of the treasury, with the anaexed tables, and 
why the same have not been furnished tothe mem 
bers of the senate. 
Special order —The senate then resumed the cov: 
sideration of the ten reguwent bail. 
Mr. Diz addiessed the senate ull the hour of a 
journment, 
He said there were two questions which maisl 
divided the pubiic mind. Ist. The propriety of 
withdrawing our forces from the Mexican te:rilory 
altogether, and 2dly whether we shall retain ail lle 
lerrilory We have takeu possession of, as the means ol 
securing peace. ‘The fissthas veen answered allo 
alively on this floor, and by a stuteswan retired {rod 
public tile, and hose opinions ure entitied to greil 
weight. He had, in deliberation, come to a dilleretl 
conclusion. He was in tavor of retaining all ¥ 
have acquired, not permanentiy, but as a meals 
securing peace. Nopelicy which will not secult 
peaee should receive the support of the senale- 
He did not intend to go into the question of the ong 
of the war, which, from the moment of the cul 
mencement, he saw could nut ve termuinaicd vil 
alter a fair trial of sirength. He referred to i 
readiness with which our countrymen, from lit 
plough, the workshop and the law office, had rushel 
into the field, and asserted that the resulis o! ib 
enthusiasm bad been glurious beyund ai! parullél— 
He tien proceoded tu state his objections 10 
plan of withdrawing our troups, &e, ; 
He then went on to speak on the question ol I 
demnity. Although not originally one oi the 0b) 
ul the war, it did not become us now to abandon \ie 
principle of incemily which would be abanduned 
the total withdrawal of our trecps from Mex? 
While in favor of cbtaming territory, he » 2 oP 
sed to holding teittory. He was opposed to eal 
ing Of War lor the Curguest of Lerritory. We . 
a right to a boundary—io ap indemusly for » MF 
io ap indemaitication ior the ex esses of the 
we insist on it. Be ond this we bave no righ! 
i we take wore than wiitavant tor these objec! 
are bound to « whe resinttuuen., On this ond a 
other points he agieeo generatiy with the - 
tiem South Carolina—especiasy as to the -— 
which threstebed Gur mStutuiions irum a stale est 
He patticuiarly regreitew this war. We bare ‘ 
juDg eMgaged im cairying on a repubiced * 

































Mr. Bagby Jaid on the table a series of resolutions, 
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ever been established with a perfect siccess — 
ar peut we should retain possession of the cou'- 
Re 7 far as we had gone, and of the mines, until 
. e should be obtainec. For this purpose 40.909 

yen be required to be in orsanization, 30.000 
om in the field. We have nownot more than 
. effectives in the field. He was in favor of 
ihe vill before Che senate, necause ne consitered it 
necessary tO take up the number which was required. 
He concluded with an cloqien} burst on the prospects 

untry- 
allay fo 27.—Mr. Underwood presented a 
memorial from the board of managers of the female 
missionary society, praying. that lands west on the 
Oregon may be set apart for the Indians. 

Mr. Bagby added another resol sion to the series 
prese ted a few days since, asserting that the people 
of the territories belonging to the United States have 
a rignt to regulate slavery ‘herein. 

Mr. Yulee (rom ihe committee on naval affairs, 
reported a bill for the relief of the widow of the 
officers, seamen and marines on board theU. S. orig 
Somers. 
mle Benton introduced a bill to amen! the 63th 
and 9ist of the rules and articiss of war in relativs 
to the practice of courts martial and courts of inqul- 
ry in tue army of the United States, 

Mc. Benton presented a petition from Col. Fre- 
mont, praying that a committee of the senate should 
examine persuns now In this city as to lisbilities ine 
curred by him in Catsfornea, for whieh he considers 
the governme it tu be responsible. 

The senate resumed ihe consideration of the ten 
reginent bill. ; 

Mr. Phelps took the floor and went into a calesla- 
tion to suuw she effect of the war om the financial 
and commercial condition of the couatry. He es 
timated that up Lo the Lst of July last the treasury bad 
fallen into arrears Since (he  «anmenecement ot the 
war sixty eight mul ions; and at the close of the 
present year this arrearage would be increased to not 
less than eighty eight mullionss. He thea went on 
lo examime the estimates of the secretary of the 
treasury Of tuture revenue, «Wich he regarded us too 
high, He made considerable dedutions, [rom each 
ol the items im the conclusions of the secreiary, and 
touk some lume Wn showing thal the estimates tor the 
next two years will be found much below the actual 
amounts required. He calculated thal the secretary 
had overestimated Lhe receipts of the wext year se- 
venleen millions, afd that he had underrated the 
expenditures kwenly two uullivus. tle did nol be- 
lieve thatenher by loan or by Issues of treasury 
hules L.e money asked ior could be odDlamed, The 
awount of specie in ailtie New ork Banks did nol 
exceed five milllons—in Buostun four sauilions—in 
Balituore about two mililons. 
bie to find twenty aiuiituns in specie, aad Bulling else 
will be received. ‘The great invest.seuts made mw 
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pectation of relieving the treasury by the issue of 
treasury notes, a system, which, a3 a revenue mea 

sure, would absorb as fast as it would supply means 

If treasury notes are issned, means to pay them 
should be provided simultaneously. He saw no 
mode of doing this but bya direct tax, The pro- 
ject of raising revenue from Mexico was chimeri 

eal. The Mexicans, down trodden and impoverish- 
ed, cannot sustain themselves. [f we employ their 
authorities to collect the revenue, they will prove 
treacherous; if we employ American officers, they 
will defraud us; and to obtain contributions at the 
point of the bayonet will exasperate the enemy, and 
slarvée our army. A vision was fisatiag before some 
of great wealth to be obtained from the mine: = Bit 
the mimes were private property, held, in a great 
degree, by Englishmen, who-e govern ac: was able 
to defend their rights. Bat if our government sec! 
the mines, and worked them, it would turn out a 
losing business. The intermixture of Mexicans with 
our people he deprecated; there could be no union or 
harmony, where the elements were not homogeneous. 
|The war whch had originated, on. the piea of indem- 
nity for losses, had: now hécome a war of conquest. 
We are to conquer Mexico, and jeave it to circum- 
tances to cetermine whether we shai! retai. or re- 
lingtush whe se conquer 

vir. Cass said the object of conquest was to con 
quer peace. 

Mr. Phelps asked how this object would be attain- 
ed by the conquest of the country. The government 
of Mexico, would be anninilated, and when resist- 
ance ceased from the want of power-to continue it, 
this was to be called conquering a peace. Some 
there were who intimated that the war was contiou- 
ed for the benefit of the Mexicans. They were to 
be taken under our care, put to school, disciplined 
to habits of peace and order, until we think proper 
to declare them of age, and to e:nancipate theiun.— 
This. idea be also ridiculed. He then remarked on 
the alarming assumption of power by the pre-ident 
in the origin and progress of the war, and dreaded 
least the precedents may pave the way for a mili- 
tary despotism. He desired to bring the war to a 
ciose by showing a willingness to treat on fair terms, 
asking fv More than we havea right to ask. Mo- 
deration in our councils, an abatement of our grasp- 
ing pretensions would do more for us than the 
sword. 

Mr. Douglass. obtained the floor, but yielded it to 
Vir. Downs. After an executive session the senate 
adjvurned to Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, Jan. 17.—An tomense nu.nber of reso- 
lutions were subinitted and disposed of, and bills 
introduced; among them, 
By Mr. Smith, of IMinois: A bill to grant to the 
state of [llinvis the right of way through the public 





government stocks, in raiiroads aad im manutactures, 


had avsurbed most of the active capitai. 


The mouey market is Ususuaily stringed. Specie 
is leaving tue Coualry, aud this stale of things Is 
likely lo continue cv long a8 ue war continues, The 
Oily way lu get lune money required is lu pul tie 
gevernment in the hands of usurers, and to hawk 
a0uul Its Own paper at a deprecialed Value. 

We cannot get the mouey trou: abroad, because 
hey have no money to spars, #ud also vecause ney 
liave Ho Sympaihy wilh us ia this war. ble only saw 
every poimi too which be covid view the subject 
a Cuba Passed treasury aud a distressed community. 

Without closing, Mr. P. gave way to arpoliun to 
adjouru. 


January 28 —Mr. Rusk, on leave, introduced a 
bili lu authorise the presidcul lo lucrease tae naval 
estabilsiiment ul the U. Staces. 

Mi. Pearce, trom the couanitee on the library, re- 
Pred @ Gib tu BUchorise the purchase vi the papers 
of AicBanuei Hawilten. 

Hie vil: tu authorise the settiement of the accounts 
0 Jusepi Nouise, veceaseu; and the oul waking 
lutiner plvVisivol tur the Surviving widuws ol lie 
$0ltcis ol the revululion, were read a tird lime aiid 
Possed, 

A vil to further extend the patent of Jethro Wood, 
Woo laken up, amended, anu postponed. 

Mr. Jdider submiiicd a resviuuion calling on the 
President ior inivrimatiuu Whelher avy duties have 
been iaid ad culiected on gyuods im Wlexicu, anu if 


84,0) What law such mupusitions aud coilectivps 
have been made, 


Ten regimeints—Mr. Phelps resumed bis remarks; 


aller afew words irom 

Mr. Cass, who intimated that it was the wish of 
Sthators on bis side of the chauiber that the debate 
should be brought to a termination, ti wot by the close 
Of the nex: week, as early in the tulluwing week as 
Possible, 


Mr, Phelps went on to show the fallacy of the ex- 


lands, and tor other purposes. 

By Mir. Turner: A bili to amend an act entitled 
| ‘An uct lo appropriate the proceeds of tee sales of 
| the public lands, and to grant pre-emption rights,” 
| approved September 4, 1841. 


By Mr. Lincoln: A bill to amend an act entitled 
i act to raise fora limited time an additioual 
military force, and for other purposes.” a,:proved 
February 11, 1847. 

Mr. Cooke gave ootice for a bill to repeal so much 
of the first section of an act approved June 13, 
1846, as authorizes the president of the U. States, 
when the war with Mexico shall be ter:minated vy 
a treaty of peace, to select from the number of ma- 
jor geuerals and brigadier generals theu in service 
“the number to be retained withoul regard to the 
date of their Commissions. 

Notices also were given for the folowing, viz: 

By Mr. Stanton: For the relief of the heirs of 
Matthew Rea, a iieutenant in the revolutionary war. 

By Mr. Sawyer: I'v reduce and graduate the price 
of the public tands to actual settlers, &c. 

By Mr. Dickinson: For the improvement and pro- 
tection of the fellowing harbors on Lake Erie, in 
the state of Ohio, to wit, the head and mouth oi 
Savdusky Bay; the barvor at Huron; the harbor at 
Vermiiion; the harvor at Biack River, and the har- 
bor at Perrysburg. ; 

By Mr. Smith, of Lidiana: To discourage specula- 
tious in the pudlic javds of the United States, ang 
io appropriate them in limited quantities to actua: 
ot Uliers. 

By Mr. Henley: To extend the right of suffrage to 
all white male inhabitants of the district who have 
‘resided therein twelve monihs next preceding the 
| election at which they propose to vote. 

By ir. Tompkins: To provide pensions for all the 
officers and soldiers, regular and volunteer, who 
have been injured and permanently disabled in the 
service in the existing war with Mexicu. 

By Mr. Ficklin: To cede to the several states on 











-_— 


certain conditions the public lands within the: re- 
spective limits. 

Also, to grant to the state of Hlinw: alterrate 
sections of land alonz the line of the Cairo anid Car- 
cazo railroad, to aid in its completion. 

By Mr. McKay: Of a joint resolution directing 
certain reports and public documents, which are re- 
quired by law to be made by the president ant the 
several executive departments to either or >" 
houses of congress,t» he prepared and printed 
ready for delivery at the commencement of each 
session. 

By Mr. Smith, of {'1.: Of a joint resolution ex- 
planatory of the 9th section of the act of Fehrvary 
11. 1847. entitled «An act to raise for a lmited time 
an Aditiono! oilitory foree and for othes parposet” 
4 By Mr. Turner: Of a joint resolution annexity 
New Mexico and ‘oer an! (15 ver California tothe 
United 8 an: to extend the laws of th: United 
States over said territories, 

And then the house adjouene fd. 

Tuespay. Jan 18 —The house wae engaged all 
day in debating the resolutions of Mr Vinton, which 
oropose toreferto apprapriite committees the va- 
rious subjects discusse in the presifent’s anaual 
nessage. The speakers ware Mr Janieson, of Md, 
Mr, Jones, of Ga., and Me. Robinson, of Iadiana. 

The house adjourned. 

Wepnespay, Jan 19 —Mr. Bolts. from the com- 
mittee on nilitary affairs. to which vas referred ths 
senate bill to provide clothing for volunteers ta the 
service of the United Stites, ceported the same 
wit out amendment; and thereupon it was read e 
‘hird time, passed, and returned to the senate. 

Mr. Burt, from the same committee, reported 
vilis for tke relief of Bennet M. Dell; to increase 
ihe efficiency of the rezinents and corps of ‘4 
arny, and to provide for dis hted and infirm offizers; 
and to found a militar, asylum for the relief +4 
support of invalid soldiers ot army of the U 
3 = which several oills were read an! cou sit 
ted, 

Mr. Vinton, from the comn:!' @ of ways 1°4 
means, reported a bili to author:ze aloan no! ex- 
ceed the sum of eizhteen millions five hundre ) ‘fou- 
sand dollars; which was read and committed. 

Mr. McKay gave notice that on to morrow he 
would, on the part of the minority o/ th com:nit- 
tee of ways and means, report a substitute for the 

ull just reported by Mr. Vinton. 

The house resolved itself into committee of the 
‘hole (Mr. Jes. R Ingersoll in tho chair) on the pre- 
sident’s annual message and the resolutions referring 
the same to appropriate committees. 

Mr. Tuck, of N. H, resumed the debate, and was 
followed by Mr. McLane, of M., Mi. Tompkins, of 
Miss., and Mr. Hall, of Miss. 

After the committee nad risen— 

The Speaker laid before the house a communica 
tion from the secretary of the treasury relative to 
an error in his annual report, which, without being 
read, was referred to the committee of ways and 
means. 

Aud then the house adjourned. 

tuurspay, Jan. 20.—Me. Brodhead, announced 
the dea s at Alleutown, Fu., of the Hon. John WW. 
Hornbcek, repre-entative from Pa. After eulogy and 


resolutions in regyect lu (he deceased, the house ad- 
journed. 


Frivay Jan. 21.—The house resolved itself into 
committee Of tie whole on private bills, (Mr. 
Schencic in the chair ) 

‘Tne bill first in order was the bill for the relief 
of Mary Brown, widow of Jacob Brown, to whieh 
amebdients were pending when the committee of 
he «whule were last in sé@ssiun. 

The dedate on this dill was resumed and coptiaued 
oy Messrs. Houston, oi Del., Bowlin, Stuart. of Mi., 
Atkinson, King. of Muss., Dickinson, Johnson, of Ark. 
Rockwell, of Mass., Boyden, Talimad ¢, Cummins, 
aud Johnsoa, of Tena. 

The committee rose, reported progress, and the 
house adjourned till Munday. 

Monbay, Jan. 24—Ihe debaie on referring the 
presideut’s message was continued by Messrs Bar. 
row, of ‘Teuu., Feathersion, ot Miss.. Dizon,oi Conn. 

The bouse adjvurned. 

Tugspay, Jan. 25—Mr. Thompson, of Pa., and 
McClelland, severally sul.ailted resuiutions iisiruct- 
ing tne Committee of Commerce to mquire imio the 
expediency of tarther legisiation ou ibe sudject of 
inspeClion Of Uoilers and sieamers, 6v as check 
uischiel on the western waters, aud to report by 
bill or otnerwise. 

Mr. Vinton, trom the comuitteeof ways and 
means, reported a v1.) makiog appropriations ior the 
ald Academy tor the year ending 30.0 June, 
] * 
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’ duger, of Va., when Mr. Palfrey obtained :the | 
i: or, and the house adjourned. 

Wepxespay, Jan. 26.—Some debating on motions 
hitherto made to terminate on the reference of the 
piesident’s message, was gotten through with, and— 

A number of executive communications, on the 
sj eaker’s table, were taken up, read, seferred, and 
o. dere€ to be printed. 

Several senate bills were read twice and referred. 

Senate bill to amend the act regulating passengers 
ci merchant vessels, was passed. 

On motion of Mr. Root the house then went into | 
committee of the whole on the president’s message, 
(J R. Ingersoll in the chair.) and Messrs. Palfrey and 
Henly addressed the committee. 

Mr. Palfrey’s speech was ‘hiefly in reply to the | 
speech of Mr. Clingman msde on Dec. 23d ult., and | 
took the northern and antislivery view of what! 
Mr. MeLane, of Md., had called, on this floor, the 
Slavery question. 

The committ:e rose, and the house adjourned. 

TuHurspay, Jan. 27-—Mr. Rockwell, {rom the 
committee on claims, reporied, with amendments, 
the resolution providing for the preparation and 
publication of an alphabetical list of all private 
claims, from the commencement of the fourteeth to 
the close of the twenty ninth congress, with the | 
action of the house and senate on each particular. | 
On motion, the house went into commitiee of the | 
whole on the stute of the union, (Mr. J. R. Ingersoll | 
in ibe chair,) and resumed the discussion of | 

The president’s annual message.—Mr. Thompson, of | 
Indiana, addressed the coumittee. He said that | 
some weeks since it had been stated ina N. York | 
paper, that he had made a speech on this floor in 
favor of the entire subjugation of Mexico, aud the 
Union ef the day betore yesterday had again re- 
ported him as having made a speech in support of 
the war and the general policy of the administra. 
tion. He had maue no such speeehes, and it was 
his intention tu take this occasion to let the j-ublic 
know what were his real seuntumeuts. He proceeded 
to discuss the question of the Texan boundary, con- 
tending that the Nueces anid not the Rio Grande 
was the true boundary. He then expressed his 
views onthe war, insisting that Gen. Taylor nad 
never recommended the march of the army from 
Corpus Christi, eacept hypothetically. ‘The presi- 
dent was determined to muke war—had deceived | 
the people—and had given orders for Gen. laylor’s 
maich to the Rio Grande, ten days before he knew 
that the Mexican government had refused to receive 
Mr. Siidell. The president knew that Mr. Slidell 
would be rejected, when he sent him to Mexico. 

Mr. Rhett followed, in a constitutional argument, | 
as to the distinction between the waredeclaring & war 
making power. Cupgress cnly had the power to de- 
clare war—the execulive power belonging exclu- 
sively to the president. Qu the question of bound .- 
ry, he laid down five propositions, » hich he di cuss- 
ed. J]. We have Texas snnexed. 2. We have the 
actot Texas declaring the Rio Grande to be the 
boundary. 3. Gen. Wowl, iv bis armistice with 
Texas, agreed thal the ‘Ilexans should occupy the 
eastern, the Mexicans the western side of the Rio 
Grande. 4. Tyler’s treaty was rejected by the se- 
nale, because the Rio Graude was itierein made the 
boundary. 

Atthe conclusion of his speech, the committee 
rose, and the house adjourned. 


Fripay, Jan. 28.—Ov motion of Mr. Rockwell, 
of Cunnecticul, the house went into committee 
of the whole, Mr. McClelland in the chair, and took 
up the bills un the private calendar. Several were 











considered aud luid aside to be reported to the | 


house. 

On motion of Mr. Bowlin, the committee rose and 
reported the bills cons: ered to the house, and they 
were passed. 

On motion of Mr. J. R. Ingersoll, the usual number 
of the president’s annual message and accompanying 
documents, were ordered to be printed, the house 
having before only ordered the printing of an extra 
number of 15,000. 

Mr. McClernand introduced, on leave, a bill to 
establish an armory io lilinois. Read twice and re- 
ferred. 

Mr. Bowden gave notice of his intention to intro- 
duce a bill for the better security of the lives of pas 
sengers in sleam vessels, 

Ono motion of Mr. J. R. Ingersoll, the senate bill 
supplementary to the act to regulate the appellate 
jurisdiction of the supreme court in certain cases, 
and for other purposes, was taken up, and a substi 
tute for the bill, introduced as an amendment by 
him, from the judiciary committee, with other 
amendments, by Mr. Hall, of New York, and Mr. 
Thompson, of lowa, were adopted, and the bij} 








amended was then passed and returned to the se,). 
ate. 
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Nie. Slingerland introdveed, on leave. a bill pro 


| viding for the ikaprovement of the Hudson river 


avove and below Albany. 
On motion of Mr. Stephens, the house adjourned. 


LLLEE— EEE ___:: 
AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 








THIRTY-FIRST ANNIVERSARY. 


Washington, January 18th, 1848.—-The society met 
in the Hall of the House of Representatives. At 7, 
p. m., Henry Cray, president of the society, took 
the chair. The hall and every avenue leading to it 
was filled to suffocation, by an eager crowd of both 
sexes. Several females fainted in consequence of 
the pressure, and had to be carried from the hall. 

The secretary proceeded to read extracts from the 


annual report of the board of directors. Twenty G@ve 


ycars ago the first emigrants landed at Cape Messu- 
rado. Six months ago the citizens of the colony or- 


ganized the Repusnic or Liseria, and announced 


their independence to the world. 
The report recounts the circumstances that render. 


ed it desirable that Liberia should now assume self 
government. They were believed to have attained 


sufficient intelligence, experience, and strength, for 
the high responsibilities of self government. The 
constitution they have formed and adopted, with 
forms of government similar to our own is in proof 
of their capacity. The influence they already exer- 
cise upon the Africans is a pledge of future impor- 
tance. 

After the report was read the Hon. Wn. L. Day- 
ton of N. Jersey, offered, and eloquently advocated, 
a resolution approving of the Declaration of Inde. 
pendence and formation of a constitution by the cili- 
zen of Liberia, which without further debate, was 
adopled. 

Calls were then made from all parts of the hall, 
for Henry Cray, who rose and addressed the meet- 
ing as follows: 

Gentlemen of the Colonization society: 1 have been 
committed to say a few words on this oceasion, ra- 
ther against my own wishes, and quite unexpectedly. 
Indeed I believe it has been advertised in some of the 
papers that I am to make an address this evening.— 
Now, though | have no reproaches to make against 
those who have thus placed me iv so conspicuous a 
position, | have no objection of being able to fulfil 
their anticipations or to do justice to the subject. I 
have just terminated an arduous journey of many 
hundreds of miles, made in midwinter; and wherever 
I have been it has invariably been my lot to be sur- 
rounded by throngs which did not leave to me the 
lime necessary to make that preparation which 
| should ever precede the allempt to address an audi- 
tory so intelligent and so highly respectable as this. 
|1 have come here without a solitary note, with no 


mental preparation; and, as I bave no formal and 
highly finished address to deliver, 1 would advise all | 
who have come with any great expectation of a 
speech to leave the hall. 

And yet 1 own there is some propriety that | 
should say a few words {o you this evening, apart 
from the circumstance which has been more than 
once alluded to, that I was one of that company 
which, some thirty years ago, met to form this soci- 
ety as | now do, and allow me to say that in all hu- 
wan probability this is the last instance in which | 
shall ever be permitted todo so. Great events too 
have happened to the colony since I was last here. 

You have been told by the eloquent gentleman who 
preceded me of the formatian of this society. 1+ is 
now early thirty years since Mr. Findley, Mr. 
Caldwell, and sume other gentlemen met by agree- 
ment with a view to form a Colonization society. I 
was one of that number. Wedid not intend to do 
more or less than establish on the shores of Africa a 
colony, to which free colored persons with their own 
voluntary consent might go. There was to be no 
constraint, ho coercion, no compulsory process tu 
which those who went must submit: all was to be 
perfectly voluntary and unconstrained in any manner 
ur degree. Far, very far, was it from our purpose 
to interfere with the slaves, or to shake or affect our 
title by which they are held in the least degree what. 
ever. We saw and were fully aware of the fact that 
the free white race and the colored race nevér coul:t 
live together on terins of equality. We did not stop 
to ask whether this was right or wrong; we Jooked 
at the fact, and on that fact we founded our opera- 
tions. I know, indeed, that there are men, many of 
them high in respectability, who hold that all this is 
prejudice; that it should be expelied from our minds, 
and that we ought to recognize in men, though of 
different color from ourselves, members of our com- 
mon race, entitled in all respects to equal privileges 
with ourselves. ‘This may be so according to their 
view of the matter; but we went on the broad and 


prepared or elaborate speech, and wiih but little | 





incontestible fact that the two rates could wae 
equal terms, live in the same community harmon; 

ously together. And we thought that the people of 
color should be voluntarily removed, if Practicahle 

to their native country or to the country at least op 
their ancestors: there they might enjoy all those bles 
sings of freedom and equality of condition whieh to 
them were impossible here. Our object, let me r, 
peat it, was limited to the free; we never thought 9 
touching in any manner the title of slave proper 

We hoped to be able to demsonirate the practicabit 
ity of color izing them; and when that should haye 
been demonstrated, those who owned slaves might 
avail themselves of it or not—might send liberateg 
slaves to Africa or not, precisely as they pleased, _ 
All our purpose was to establish, if we could, a eo. 
lony of free colored men and thus to demonstrate ty 
the world that colonization was practicable. 

It has truly been stated, that from the day of jt; 
formation to the present hour, the society has been 
surrounded with difficulties. It has had to stand the 
fire of batteries both in front and rear, and upon both 
flanks. Extremes of opinion and of acticn, which 


‘could unite in nothing else, united in assaulting ys, 


Those who feared for the safety of the institution of 
slavery assailed us on one hand, while the abolition. 
ists assaulted us on the other. But on what ground 
should either oppose such an enterprize? Our ground 
_in regard to both was total non-interference. We 
meant to deal only with colored persons already free, 
This did not interfere with the projects of the aboli. 
tionists? For myself, [| believe those projects to be 
impracticable; and | am persuaded that if the same 
energy and effort which have been expended in get. 
ting up abolition movements, had been directed to 
the work of colonization, a vast amount of benefit 
would have resulted to the cause of humanity and to 
the colored race. Why shold they attack us? We 
|} do not interfere with them. Their project is to 
| ocencigute at one blow the whole colored race. 
| Well, if they can do that, then our object begins, — 
| The office of colonization commences only where 
/theirs would end. ‘The colored race being here in 
‘the midst of us, and r~’ being capable of enjoying 





a state of equality wich the vhites around them, our 
‘object is to carry them to a place where they may 
enjoy, without molestation, all the benefits of free- 
i'men. Here is no incompatibility; and in point of 

fact we have thus far gone on our way without dis. 
| turbing any body, either on the right or on the left. 
But it is said that our society is incapable of ef- 
fecting any great object. That our aims never can 
'be accomplished » ithout aid from tbe state govern 
| ments, or unless the general government shall send 
‘out of the country all the free blacks. It is our pur- 
'pose to show tbe power of colonization, in compe: 
tent hands, fully to carry out the benevolent ends we 
‘have in view, to work ail the great results for which 
“this society was formed. Our purpose is to demon- 
strate to the American people, that if they choose lo 
take hold of this great project in their state legisla 


jures, or otherwise, the ends sought is practicable, 


and the principle of colonization competent to carry 
‘abroad all the colored population who shall be emai 
‘cipated, That demonstration has been made. 


| Bat itis urged that this is the country of the black 
man; and that therefore he should not be sent to Af- 
rica. Africa is nothis home. Why, it is true m 
some sense, that every native born colored man slay 
claim this as his country. And so might the Israel: 
ites, while captives in Ezypt, have claimed Egypt 9 
their native country; and those born while travelling 
through the wilderness to the land promised them, 
might still regard themselves as natives of that wil. 
derness. But still, in the contemplation of that inf: 
nite and all-wise Being who directed the progres¢ of 
that remarkable people, Egypt was not their country, 
still less was that howling wilderness, where many 
of them first saw the light. It was Canaau the land 
| of promise; and thither accordingly were they taken, 
as to their home. Who can doubt that Africa is the 

real home of the black man, though as @ casual 
‘event, he may have had his birth on these shores 
There his race was found, and there alone, tll it w38 
| torn from thence by the hand of violence. ie 
though nominally free, he cannot live in equality " 
those around him; and it does seem to me one of ! af 
disposals of an all-wise Providence to permit a 
have been brought here with an ultimate view t 
further accomplishment, by him, of his owa inscru 
table, but wise and merciful designs. 


The separation of free colored people from ” 
white race a measure recommended not only ” 
the mutual and the separate good of both but io 
prospect that Africa, which has so long lain 10 is 
barism, worshipping unknown aod forvidden _- ot 
may thus be brought to the light and pee einc 
christianity. Those who met to form this yt 
saw not only that great good would accrue belt 
their design to the colored race, by eleva5ing 
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© stated in your report that the sum of fifty dollars is 


‘face of the globe could the free colored people be 


| ence to one of the great laws of our nature; they 





ter, and restoring them to the possession of 
ight they fever can enjoy here, but that it would 
“e rofitable means, in the end, of carrying to Af- 
, et the biessings of our holy religion and all the 
= gts of our civilization and freedom. What 
rn there who does not feel a deep interest 
- gending forth missionaries to convert the dark 
“ then, and bring them all within the pale of Chris 
oreo But what missionaries can be so potent as 
those it is our purpose to transport to the shores of 
Africa? Africans themselves by birth, or sharing at 
jeast the African blood, will not all their best affec- 
tions, induce them to seek the good of their country- 
men? At this moment there are between four and 
fve thousand colonists who have deen sent to Africa 
yoder the care of this society; and I will venture to 
say that they will accomplish as missionaries of the 
Christian religion more than all the rest of the mis 
sionaries throughout the globe. Why, gentlemen, 
what have we heard? In the colony of Liberia there 
are now twenty five places of public worship dedi- 
cated to the service of Almighty God and to the 
lory of the saviour of men; while thousands of the 
neighborhing heathen are flocking into the colony to 
obtain a knowledge of the arts, and who may ulti- 
mately receive the better knowledge which Christi- 


tianity? 


of color in tt ny i 
removing to Africa, or remaimimg were they are, | 
just as they themselves shall choose? That is all we 
attempt. 
to facilitate his emigration to it, and then leave him 
to his free choice. And if atter this he chooses to go, 
why interpose any ohstacle in his way? In reply, 
it is said to be an act of cruelty to send him there. 
The climate is represented as inhospitable: he will 
be exposed to inevitable sickness, and will probably 
soon find a grave on that distant shore. 
colored man out of the United States to a country 
like that is held up as an act of the greatest inhu- 
manity. 
grateful testimony to the reverse of all this. 
us for a moment compare the mortality of Liberia 
with that of the colonies planted on our own shores. 
Within the first seventeen years from the settlement 
of Jamestown, in Virginia, nine thousand colonists 
arrived, and £150,000 sterling were expended in 





anity alone can bestow. 

These are the great purposes we had in view when 
a few of us met to form this society. As soon asa / 
purchase of territory had been effected by the agent 
we dispatched to Africa for that purpose, the first 
colonists, about twenty five years since, left the 
American shores, and were safely transplanted to 
the land of their ancestors. 


] know that it was then urged, as it has been since, 
that other places might have been selected with 
equal advantage. { do not concur in that opinion.— 
Look at the question of expense alone. [t has been 


sufficient. to cover the expense of transporting one 
emigrant to Liberia, and of maintaining him there 
for six monihs after his arrival. To what other po- 
sition in the known world could he be sent at so 
cheap a rate? Not to the Pacific; not to Oregon; not 
to Mexico. Then consider the advantage of this po- 
sition in point of navigation: remember the shortness 
of the voyage. Whew these things are duly consid- 
ered, it must be evident that to no other spot on the 


sent with so much propriety as to the coast of Africa. 
Besides, in any other place that might be selected 
you would deprive yourselves of accomplishing those 
hig moral and religious objects which, in Africa, 
may be so confidently hoped for. 





But again: it has been said that the object of car* | 


© rying all the free colored race from this country to | 


Africa is one which the government itself, with all 
ils means, could not effect. Now, on that puint let 
me state a fact by way of reply. If 1 am not mis- | 
laken, the immigration from abroad into the port of 
New York alone, in the course of the last year, was 
fully equal to the annual increase of the free color- 
ed population of the Union,* and yet all that was 
done voluntarily, and in most cases without any, or 
with very little aid, except from the society. The 
fact rests on the great motives which, to a greater 
or a less extent, governs all human action. Why is 
it that the Germans and Irish have thus flocked to our 
shores, in numbers to equal the annua! increase of our 
free colored people not only, but, as I believe, that 
of the slave population also? They come in odedi- 


have come under that efficient motive which propels 
men to all enterprises—the desire to better their 
Condition. A like motive will sway the free blacks 
when enlightened as to the real facts of the case.— 

they reach the shores of Africa, whether by their 
Own means, or by the aid and agency of others, their 
Position will be physically, or morally, and political- 
ly better than by any possibility it ever can be here. 
118 not our office to attempt impracticabilities; to 
amalgamate two raees which God himself, by a diffe- 
rence of color, besides other inherent distinctions, 
rie declared must be separate and remain separate 
a each other, And if such be, of necessity, 

fir Condition here, to send them to Africa, not by 
oe but with their own free consent, is surely 
in best practicable mode of doing them good.— 
por here | would say to those in both extremes of 
Pinion and feeling on the subject of slavery-—I 
would say to all men—why should the free people 





*Mr. Clay, out of extreme caution, has here great- 
d understated the fact, as proved by the official re- 
—_ These show that it exceeded, by four times, 

© entire annual increase both of the bond and 
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But, happily, our records bear the most 
Let 


transporting them from England, yet at the end of | 
that period but about two thousand of them remain- 
ed alive. All the rest had fallen victims either to the 
climate, or to the tomahawk of the savage, or had 
perished from other causes. Then look at Plymout). 
History records that in less than six months after 
the arrival of the Mayflower (ull half of all who 
landed had been destroyed by disease, want, and 
suffering. Now, compare with these efforts at Bri- 
tish colonization the results of our settlement at 
Liberia. In twenty-five years since the emigrants 
landed from the United States the deaths amount to 
but twenty per cent. of the entire number, being 
far Jess than died at Plymouth within six months; 
far less than at Jamestown in seventeen years.— 
The deaths at Jamestown were in seventeen years 
more than four times as numerous, iv proportion, as 
at Liberia in twenty five years. There is then noth- 
ing in the climate to discourage us, nothing in the 
alleged dreadful mortality of the colony to fright- 
en us. 

But it 1s said we have done very little. All the 
great enterprises of wan have had small begianings. 
‘The founders of Rome, if we may believe the tale 
of tradition, were suckled by a wolf. Jamestown 
and Plymouth toth languished for years after the 
period to which I have already referred. Yet now, 
what jand 1s there on the broad surface of the habita- 
ble globe, what sea spreads out its waste of waters, 
that has not been penetrated and traversed by the 
enterprise, the skil!, and the courage of our New 
England brethrew? And on what battle field, in 
what council chamber can a single spot in our vast 
country be found where the Virginia character has 
not displayed itself in its gallantry or its delivera- 
tive wisdom? | repeat it; ali (the greatest enterprises 
of man bave hed smai!l begionings. Our colony is 
but twenty-five years old, and ithas received already 
between four or five thousand colured emigraiis, | 
besides thousands more of recaptured Africans, all 
of which have been sent there by order of this go- 
vernmeut. Immense numbers of the natives are 
crowding into the colony to obtain the benefits of, 
education, of civilization, and of christianity. — 
in addition to af! these there are many thousands | 
more in the United States now seeking the advante | 
ages of colonizaliva torough the means held out by 
lisis society. As far then as we have gone, good is 
dune. 








Is it not better that those four or five thousand 
emigrants should be there, than that the» should 
have remaioed here? Is it not better for themselves, 
is it not better for us? Every year the progress of 
our colony becomes more and more cheermg; and, 
with every free Alrican sentover to it, (hose pros 
pects brighten, and sy much more of good is done. | 
True, we have not done all we desire .o do. Gilad | 
should we be could every tree colored man throngh- | 


| 
out all the states yo there and become tree indeed. | 
But it requires time to accomplish great national | 
affairs. ‘The creaticn of a nation is not the work | 
of a day or of acentury. Fortwo or three centu | 
ries the embryo nation of ihe Israelites remained | 
captives in Egypt. But when this government, or | 
the state governweuts, shall lend the enterprise their | 
powerful aid, ile progress will not be so slow.—| 
And when the colony shail have made further ad- | 
vances, it will be seif susta.ned and inereased by its | 
own commerce and marine. I speak not, of course, | 
of any unconstitutional aid. Incidental aid, at least, 
may be given it in strict accordapce with the con- 
stitution. On this subject the legislature of Mary- | 
tand has seta noble example. She cherishes her | 
infant colony with the utmost solicitude and care.— | 
When other states of the Union shall do the same, | 
the cause of colonization will experience a vast ac- | 
celeration. Perhaps it is not desirable that it should | 
move too fast at the outset. In founding a coloniz- | 
ing settlement, as in the subduing of our own bound- | 





(1 de-igneu 10 touch. 
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ue great, Wave Gf iupmigration;, lo preper ‘usta 
nance tor those who shai joliaw, to ‘pe r rouds and 
erect dwellings fer their accommodation. There 
might so many emigrants be thrown at once upon 
the colony as to oecassion material embarrassment, 
if pot fatal mjury. [tas better that the work should 
proceed at first somewhat slowly, so that the few 
who go before should understand the country, its 
habits and its resources and thus prepare a place for 
the many who shall come after them, 

But, beside the fact that the colored and the white 
races ever can become one homogeneous people, tn 
what state, | ask, of this entire Union (with possibly 

the exception of Massachiuse'ts) dues the black man, 
however fair may be his character, and from how- 
ever long a tine of free colored ancestors he may 
proceed, enjoy un equality with his white neighbor 
in social and political r ghts? In none; no where.— 
As to socia! rights, they are out of the question. In 
no city, town, or hamlet throughout ‘his entire land 
is he regarded as on an eqias footin« vith us. The 
laws of all the states (and, in thi- respect, some of 
the free states are even more rigorous than the slave 
states themselves) render it tinpossible. And so 
great is the rigor of the laws of sume ol the states— 
rendered more rig rous by the schemes and efforts 
of the abolitionists—that emancipation, under any cir- 
cumstances and with whatever purpose, is absolute- 
ly prohibited. On this subject a very remarkable 
case occurred lately in connexion with myself. A 
very respectable and reverend man m Alabama, 
whose face | never had seen, bequeathed to me by 
his will, in absolute right, some twenty-five or thirty 
slaves. No cause was mentioned in the terms of 
the bequest, and | was greatly surprised by the an- 
nouncement of a fact su entirely unexpected; but I 
had some belief that the design of the testator in 
consigning these slaves to my care ws that they 
should be sent to Liberia. 1 according!, took the 
necessary means to accomplish this design; and since 
my arrival in this city 1 bave received intelligence 
that twenty-three of their number have been em- 
barked at New Orieuns for the coast of Airiea, and 
freely, and with them enlire, assent, going sack to 
the home of their ancestors. [Applause.] What 
would have been their condition hud they remained? 
In Alabama they could not have been tree. The 
laws of that state, stimulated, as ] have said, by the 
course of the abolitionists at the north, have prohi- 
bited, unconditionally, ail emancipation of a slave; 
aud, in fact, | had to take these negroes as my own 
slaves to New Orleuns, and they were so regarded 
uniil they were placed beyond the jurisdiction of the 
United States. Nor is Alabama the ouly state which, 
irom the same cause, bas been induced to make her 
laws wore stri gent than belore; maby others bave 
evacted laws of the same general character subject- 
ing emancipation tu many restrictions, and even to 
rigorous peuallies. 

Here is iliustrated the value and the importance 
of the sole object of the Colonization seciety. It 
furnishes the opportunity, whether to states, or to 
individuals, of grati!ying their wisles, if they desire 
the emancipation of theic slaves 

On the subject of slavery | shall nottouch. The 
suciely never has touciied thal subject, or disturbed 
it in any way It has confined itseli exclusively to 
the transportation to Africa of the free, who go will- 
highly und unconstraived. 

Gentlemen ot the S ciety: You have placed me ina 
pusitwu which [ teelto be both eniWarrassing and pain- 
ful. IT came here, as 1 toid you, without note, and al- 
uiost without preparation of any kind. I have throwa 
vul there remarks 1: a loose, disyviited manner, mainly 
iv zradly wishes which seemed io me trresistible. [ 
have goue ‘hiough wie toepies—tsuced, all of theni—which 

And I would now implore all 
parues; 1 would veseech the aboliuunists, and 1 would 
evireat those who carry the doctrine of slavery. to an 
extte:ne; 1 would supplicate all mento look calmly and 
dispussionately a! (ue great enterprise we have in view. 
{ ask them, lithe Name of that God under whose pro- 
videtial smile, as 1 in my heart believe, this society has 
thus far prospered, tu look ut i, at its object and its ef- 
furts, with uoprejudiced and candid eyes. During, now, 
a period of twenty five years; without power, without 
revenue, without aid save the voluutary contributions uf 
tue chartablejand the numane, hus this suciety continu- 
ed iis labors. During that period it has carried on a 
defensive war. It has made treaties. [t hus purchased 
terruury, and that toa jarge extent; owulng, now, some 
three hundred and twenty niiles along the western coast 
of Africa, throughout the whule of which extent, (with 


one dark exception), the sisve rade has been suopress- 


ed. Aud in this connexion | may be pertaitved to re- 
mark, that Ifthe governments of Europe and of the U. 
Stats, who have united their efforts for the suppression 
of the slave trade, would consent tv lend but a small 
pertion of the navies they now, al 80 great a cust, main- 
tain off the African coast in. furtherance of that design, 
to the great o ject of colonization, they would prove 
much more successful than they have fuund themselves 
in putting an end to that detested traffic. I believe that 


less wilderness, there should be pioneers to precede! no other meaus-will ever prove so uperative and effectual 
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to that end «s the covering the entire coast of that quar- 
ter of the globe with colonie~ ot free colored men. Then 
would all be united by sympathy for their outraged 
countrymen, in heartily advancing a design whieh com- 
mends itself to every feeling of the blackman’s heart. 
_ Then let all men look on our society as it is, and 
judge of our design with fairness and impartiality. 


I am aware that a single motive, from among the 
various motives which actuated the founders of this 
society, has been seized upon, and urged, (in some 
cases with but too much effect) as an objection to the 
whole plan. It has been stated that the degradation of 
the free people of color among us is so greai that a very 
large portion of those who fill our jails and penitentiaries 
consist of them, and it has been truly inferred that the 
slunves smong us would be greatly benefitted by the 
withdrawal of the tree blacks frum their vicinity and 
intercourse. And hence the aboliticnists kave taxen 
‘ectasion to affirm that colonization is but a scheme of 
Southern slaveholders to perpetuate slavery at home and 
rivet the chains of every bondman inthe land. But I 
ask is hat fair? Quxtt trey not, before coming to so 
injurious a conclusion, to look at all the motives which 
led to the formation of the society, and nos icy Won on 
one alone, and tear that away from all the rest, to fou. 
on it a charge against the whole design? Should they 
resolutely shut their eves against such motives as a de. 
sire tv benefit the subjects of colonization themselves, 
by conferring on them the substance instead of the 
namie of freedoui—to the hope of benefiting Africa by 
spreading tere a knowledge of the aris and civilization, 
and ultimately diffusing the blessings of Ciristianity 
among her benighted millious—to be humane des=ign ot 
suppressing the slave trade? Is it right to overlouk all 
these considerations, and fasten vn one only motive 
which could be perverted into selfishness, and judge the 
whole purpose of the society by that? Let them deal 
more justiy by their neighbor. Let them pul together 
all the causes and motves «hich combined to give ori 
gin to our atiempt, and judge us from the whole, and 
not condemn us on one solitary ground, forcibly and 
uncharitably torn way from the mass of consideration 
which might lead men to such an enterp ise. 

And now, in conclusion, I should fail of expressing 


the feelings which are rising in my bosom, did I not 
congtaiulate you, getlemen of the society, on the emi- 
newt success which has already crowneu your benevo. 
lent labors. A new republic has sprung into existence 
under your auspices. Yes; a free representative, con- 
stituuonal republic, formed on the model of our own be 
loved instiutions. A republic, foundeu by black men, 
reared by bluck men, pul int operation by the blacks, 
and which hvids out to our hupe the brighiest prospects. ; 
Whether we look at what has already been done, or 
litt our eyes to the future and cast them down the long 
vista of coming time—when we may aulicipate, as we 
Qre warranted to do, the dissemination over a large 
part, if not the whole, of Africa. of our own free princi- 

les of government, our love of liveriy, our knowledge of 
Shrisuianity, our aris, and eivilization, and domestic 
happiness—w en we behold tnuse blessings realized on 
that continent which I irust in Gou we are long, long 
destived to enjvy on this, and think how the hearts vo! 
posterity will be gladdened by such a spec!acle—huw 
cum our own to exe!t in hope and to swell with grati 
tude 


Go on, then, gentlemen; go on tn your noble cause.— 
For myself, I shall soon leave you aud this stage of hu- 
man action forever. I may never occupy this chair 
again; but I trust that the spirit: which originated and 
which has sustained this society will long survive 
me, and that you may long continue, now that our 
African republic is at lengit born, to discharge the 
offices of guardianship, and aid and co-operation, and 
ever give tu the interests of African freedom, civilization, 
aud social happiness your best energies and most fer- 
vent prayers. From this most auspicivus hour, even 
to the end of ume,or uvul the great object of the amica- 
ble separativn of the two races shall ave been fully et- 
fected, may others spring up to iake your places, and to 
tread in yuursteps. And, finally, invokiug on this great 
and goud cause the blessings of that Gud without whom 
nothing is siroug, nuthiag is holy, and whose smiles, I 
believe, have hiherto been extended to it, | bid youa 
cordial farewell. 

‘Vhe non, Thos. Corwin had been expected to speak 
upun the fuilowing resoluiion, but circumstances render- 
ed it impossible for him to do so. 


* Resolved, That the beerings of Atrican colonization 
on American commerce demand tor u the favorable 
consiveration ot the government of the United Staies.” 

The resolution was adopied. 

The Rev. Dr. Brown, professor in Dartmouth college, 
offered the following: 


** Resolved, ‘That we have entire confidence in the 
gieat principles of the Coijonization Sveciety, and that 
lis pasi iustory and preseut coudition give satisfactory 
ev.dence of ils permanent and ultimate triumph.”— 
Avopted. 


The Kev. Dr Butler, of this city, offered the following: 

*ResolWwed, iuat the history of Christian missions in 
Africa proves inat the policy of the colonization Society 
i» the Only eff-ciual means of carrying the Gospel to the 
tui Ditants of that beaighied iand, aud should therelore 
guther around the institution Chrisuan benevolence, and 
awaken Christian munificence to supportit with Uuliilne 
zeul and enlarged hiberaluy.”” Adupted 


The tollowing genlicu.en were ciccted vice presi- 


president of the society for this year. 

. General John H. Cocke, of Virginia. 

- Danie! Webster, of Massachusetts. 
Charles F. Mercer, of Florida. 

. Rev. Jeremiah Day, D. D., of Conn. 
Theodore Frelinghuysen, of New York. 
Louis McLane, of Baltimore. 

Moses Allen, of New York. 

General W. Jones, of Washington. 
Joseph Gales, of Washington. 


wD mew 
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Virginia. 
John McDonough, of Louisiana. 


— bet 
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thodist Episcopal Church. 
13. Wm. Maxwell, of Virginia. 
14. Elxha Whitney, of Ohio. 
15. Walter Lowrie, of New York, 
16. Jacob Burnett, of Virginia. 
17. Dr. Stephen Duncan, of Mississippi. 
18. Wm. C. Rives, of Virginia. 
19 Kev J. Laurie, D. D., of Washington. 
20 Rev. Wm. Winans, of Mississippi. 
21. James Boorman, »f New York city. 
22. Henry A. Foster, of New York. 
23 Dr. Joh: Ker, of Mississippi. 
24 Robert Campbell, of Georgia. 
25 Peter D. Vroom, of New Jersey. 
26. James Garland, of Virgina. 
27 Right Hon. Lord Bexley, of London. 
28. Wm. Short of Philadelphia. 
29. Willard Hall, of Delaware. 
30. Right Rev Bishop Otey, of Tennessee. 
31. Gerard Ralston, of London. 
33. Rev. Courtland Van Reusselaer, of N. J. 
33. Dr. Hodekin, of London. 
34. Rev. E. Burgess, D. D., of Dedham, Mass. 
35. Thomas R. Hazard, of Providence, R 1. 
36. Dr. ‘Thomas Massie, of Tye River Mills, 
Virginia. 
37. Major Gen. Winfield Scott, of Washington. 
38. Rev. A. Alexander, D. D., of New Jersey. 
39. Samuel Wiikesun, of New York. 
40. L. Q. C. Eimer, of New Jersey. 
41. James Railey, of Mississippi. 
42. Kev. George W. Bethune, D. D., of Phila- 
delphia. : 
43 Rev. C. ©. Cuyler, D. D., of Philadelphia. 
44. Elliott Cresson, Esq. of Philadelphia. 
45. Anson G. Phelps, Esq., of New York. 
46. Rev. Leonaru Woods, D. D., of Andover, 
Massaciusetis. Ard eighteen otters. 
Mr. Corwin was next catled for, but indisposi- 
tion hau prevented him from being able to attend. 
Several resulutions were submitted and adopted, 
after which officers of the society for the ensuing 
year were elected. The society then adjourned to 
meet again on 3d Tuesday in January, 1849. 





SFEECH OF MR. PEARCE, OF MARYLAND, 
ON THE TEN REGIMENT BILL. 





Delivered in the U. States senate on the 13th Jan. 1348. 
[From Houston’s official Senate Report. | 

Mr. Pearce.—it would have been agreeable to me 
if 1 could have deferred for a few days the re.warks 
which | propuse to make in reference to the sub- 
ject now under consideration of the senate. Like 
my colleage, nowever, 1 suall ve compelled to be 
absent jor a few days on business, and | Lave there- 
fore io throw myself on the jdulzence of the seva e. 
With much that my colleague bas said in Wat 
partof hisremarks which he uddt.ssed to the seu 
ale, on the second duys, | cordially agree, bul there 
are other polots iy dispule, upou Which his vpin- 
ions and wine are wholly and widely variant. = i 
regret this Variance, nul Ouly Because we represent 
a Commun copstiiuency, but because | have lung en- 
lertumed for my Oolleague sucu high re-pect aud 
regard, that at 1s paluful for me to differ with Lim 
here ou any subject, and particularly paiuiul (o have 
a collision of opinion upon a question of such fusnua- 
inenlal suiporiauce. 

I hud occasion, sir, at the lost session of the sen 
ate to-prescnt lo this body ib) Views Upon a pari oi 
this subject, and if mt had been my colleague’s pur- 
pose to cuntrovert the position w hich | then assumeu, 
and overturow the arguments which | eudeavored 
to susiain, be could not have addressed himseil 
more directly to the purpese than be lias dove. Bir, 
ido not complain of this. But it is a fact which 
compels me either to abandon the ground | nave 
formerly taken, or Te athras it and Sustaim tt as Desi 
lmay. Besides, sir, the legislature of wy staic is 
UUW ID Sessiuh, wy tera OL service here is drawings 
uv @ Chose, and 1048 fight that | should pussess tiar 
UOuy lully wil the GCpllolis 1 cutertais upou this 
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The Hon. Henry Clay was unanimously elected 


Right Kev. Wm. Meade, D. D., Bishop of 


Rev. James O. Andrews, Bishop of the Me- 





a 
bled to determine in whose hands to place th 
with which } have hitherto been honored. Sit 
not shrink from the issue; and I am consoled tt, : 
conviction that in the opinions which i enter the 
and which Tam about to express, I but reflect in” 
sense of those whom I represent. the 

Like my colleague, I am anxious to Maintain 
honor of my country, to vindicate her reputati 
from the Jeast blemish, and particularly to Padi 
her from any probable charge of rapacious ay 
sion, of grasping cupidity, and lust of conquest... 
But, in my opinion, this caunot be done by merely 
affirming the justice of a war,in the justice g 
constitutionality of which I have no faith: m a 
less ean it be done by sustaining the president 
course by which, in my opinion, we shuuld be pra 
tically subverting the constitution; wresting feos 
congress, to whom alone the constitution has con 
fided them, ihe issues of war and peace, maki, 
him the supreme controller of affairs—makrug 4) 
in fact, if we look at the matter in view of jts 
sequences, the master of our fate, and the more dan. 
gerously so, because he rules under the form of free 
institutions, in the spiritof a despot. 

Sir, 1 do not pretend to deny, that the U. States 
has just claims sgam-t Muxico, for indemnity dy 
\o our citizens; but 1 dodeny thai these claims were 
the cause of this war, or thet they would be the 
just cause of any war, I deny that they would hay, 
justified congress in declaring war against Mexico 
Sir, war is a lastand direful alternative of nations 
the ultima ratio regum, and the last resort of repyp. 
lics alsu. At siouid never be undertaken without ap 
unavoidable necessity. Ati Publicists tell us this — 
The language of Vaitel is, that there must de a Clea; 
right coupled with a sort of necessity, and this js 
consistent with the principles of common seuse and 
humanity. 


Now, let us see what are the causes which have 
produced this war. The president has paraded be. 
fore us an exaggerated state nent of these claims, as 
if they were the causes of the. war, and yet he 
aflirms that Mexico brought on the war by her ille- 
gal and unjust act by shedd'ng American bDlvod 
upon Amerivan soil. Sir, these claims agains! Me x. 
ico, for indemnity due to our citizens, have existed 
fora series of years, it is true—some for a longer 
and others for a shorter time. But, | ask, if Mexi- 
co has resisted pertinaciously, the payment of these 
claims, | ask, it the resistance or neglect to pay, on 
the part of Mexico, is even comparable to thal 
which we have experienced at the hands of stronger 
gations; and, | ask, MW it becomes us to adopt one 
ruJe or meusure of justice in regard to a weak nation 
and avother rule of mght in regard to a strong and 
haughty people. 1] trust tiere is no senator who 
il} not repel with scorn such an imputation. Yel, 
! fear, we are about to forget the rule uf equality in 
regerd to this particuiar transaction. 

Now, in 1839, viexico eutered into a convention 
with us, by which she agreed to form a commisswn 
for the ascertainment of the claims due to our cili- 
zens. The commission sat, and adjudicated wany 
of the claims, but being limited in point of time, 
they were Got all decided. Sume of thea. not re- 
ceiving the confirmation of the commissioners, 
were referred to an umpire, aud some were bot 
acted on atall. Well, Mexico did not withhold 
irom us,or refuse the payment of those claims 
which were admitted by the commissioners. Ou the 
contrary, she mantiesied u disposition to meet the 
payment, by levying forced contributions upon ber 
ciuuzens for that purpose, and concluded another 
convention in 1843, providing for the organization 
of another commission fur the adjudication ol the 
Claims not settled vy the first. ln consequence of 
her ctubarrassed Couulliok wud exhausied treasury, 
‘iexico was unable tu make peyw.ent of the adjudr 
cated Claims a8 slipuiated; bul she entered into al 
arrangement with Genero! ihompsen, the minister 
vf the United St tes, to pay the clatais vy instal 
wents, showing thal she acied in good faith, and 
With 10 Wispostlion to withhuld the payment, She 
pun! allie wrears of interest at emul per celil., 
aud three Ipstalments of principal, hur was it uplll 
the negotiation of the aunexciion Weaty, the expule 
sion ul Santa Avua irom power, and his exile Irom 
Mexico, that bey failed ly gabe the payments. 
Whether apneXativn was the cause of such failure 
or whether it arose frog their inability to pay; 
cannot uuderiake lo say; but A think the iater We 
more probaule cause. One ting is certain, tial 
Mexicu made great eflurts, and if she did pol make 
punctual paymeuts, it was rather to ve attributed 
her distressed condition than to any want of fail). 
Well, who is there that dues nut recollect that We 
ourselves have been delinquent in this way, in rele 
renee to the Claimsot Gicat Brivain against us 
reier iw ihe Gevis uuc the Biss merevants, FC 
uized by ihe treaty ul 1793, uuu noi patu, 1 O0ellers 
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for iwenty years alter thatdate =| r-memoer too, 

that our claims against Great Britain, for the 
val aoe carried off at the close of the war of 1812 
were not settled finally till 1836, although provide! 
for in the treaty of peace. Who does not recollect 
the claims for spoliations by Naples and Denmark, 
more remarkable case of spolations by 

nee, the most flagrant of all committed by the 
wantonness of power-—in very scurn of our rights— 
without the slightest justification, and persisted in, 

ated. and boldly defenited with the most offen- 
sive effrontery, and yet endured by this country 
through successive administrations from 1806 until 
1831—whep a distinguished gentleman, who was for- 
merly a member of this body, (Mr. Rives, of Vir- 
pivta,) negotiated the treaty of indemnity; and then 
France, addirg further wrong to the heaped up in 
jury which we had sustained so patiently, withheld 
the payment of the money for four years longer. — 
Gen. Jackson did, indeed, in 1835, address congress 
on the subject, and suggest reprisals as a proper 
mode of redress; and te asked three millions of 
dollars to be placed at his disposal to enabie him to 
oct as circumstances might require. But congress 
neither adopted his :ecommendation of reprisals, 
por voted him the three millions, and the senate 
chose rather to allow the defeat of the tortification 
bill. 

Sir, France was not feeble—her treasury was not 
exhausted; she was the most elastic power in Eu- 
rove, a8 Was maniiested by her immense paymenis 
made to the allies aiter the restoration of the Bour- 
bons. Yet, sir, we submitted to all this from France, 
and it was only in 1835 that we recovered from her 
the indemnity that was due for spoliations commit- 
ted in 1806 und 1813. Neither was the indemnity 
which we obtained from her a complete and iull 
one. At wasa partial and imperfect mdemnity.— 
Our robbed merchants got only a dividend of their 
claims. A d yet we talk of violated houor! and the 
president rants about our claims agai st Mexico! 
some of them, by the by, of a very questionable 
character; some of them, in fact, grossiy traudu- 
lent, asl have been iniormed by a disitmguished 
gentieman from South Carolina, aud such as never 
could be properiy demanded by our governments 
under the treaty with Mexieo. I speak of those 
contracts fur land upon wiieli enormous dematids 
tor indemnity were founded—which demauds this 
government was asked tu entorce. Sir, take it 
altogether, and 1 do say that there never was urged 
in a legislative body sv umessunable a proposition 
as that it 48 justand necessary to wage a war lor th: 
mere procrastination ol payment vl Claims ike 
these, agamst a Weak and impoverished guretn- 
ment. And yet this is urged as though i were a 
sullicient cause for war; when every budy kouws, 
wiiuw reflects at ali upun the matter, that such tas 
bever veen efelolure regarded as a Jusisf vi: 
cause of war. No, sir | will tell you Wat was lic 
cause ol this war. 1t was the UsaulivriZed acl vo 
ihe president, in taking pussessivn of Lerrilury & 
Which this Country bad ob Ulle—to which congicss 
bad not authorized bim lo make claim, and agalusi 
waking Claims fol Which ibey bad warned him vy 
ihe very teruss Of Lhe resululion vi atnexatiun 

Dir, my colleague iias gOve iuily mio tis question, 
aud l have no douvl, ihat be thought he haa demon- 
Slraled ibe COFMrectuess vi iis position; Dut ue look 
ge0G Cafe vol lu mention tie Mexican claims a3 
being the cause Ol the war. He did aot consider 
thalibiey wore the cause Of Lie war, however auch 
lhe president paraucud tuem In bis message. 

Me. Juhnson—| vever tuought they were. 

Mi. Pearce—Bul he pul it upon ine ground that 
this ZeVemMinent Was DBvund lu Vindicale is lie ly 
lhe teitilury up to the Hiv Graude, and he cites a 
Variely vl lacis, Which, as lic Lituks, Delo ig to the 
Consiveratiun Of this Question, and which, i his 
Opinion, are conciusive. Weil, now | tiiok inal tie 
facts which he was clicG—sume ol tiem al icast— 
dv bol Delong to the Ccuonsideralivon ol tue Questivu, 
80 thal vetiuer One HUF all Ui tbe are Cunciusive. 
Lituok 1 can demonstrace this, aud thal b can show 
Ob lle ulher side lacis wuich are sliong uS Clidlus vl 
adamant. | pass over (hut part ut lis speech iu 
Which my conueague speaks vi ihe revolution vi 
lexas. Nubody uuoudis te guilaniry of tose cil 
Zeus ol ‘Lexas why aciiieved their independence.— 


Sit, So tar as them gaianlry is concerned, tue spirit 


OL heroic auventuie, (hel Duid anu Gai lig cXpusuic 


Of hie, Believe there 18 HUlWINg lv surpass ~1.— 


Ob. ¥ Guestious tue right Lo revoll tom Mexico, 
lo estadiel an muependcenl government, 
Claiu aii ihe territory over which they Could eXeud 
800 @niorce their Jusisdiclion. Bur wy Culicegue 
8a) s— 

“the boundaries of Coanuiia anu Texas, «8 these 
departments Wore iad ofl into one slate vy the cun- 
“iluiiun of 724, was ibe Nueces, runuing lor upward 








of one hundred miles up that stream, and then by 


line across from that point to the Rio Grande. Thr 


territory below that line, between the Nueces and 


the Rio Grande, was a part of the state of Tamau- 
lipas.. Tamaulipas granted it to various individuals 
by what were called colony grants, under which 
many settlements were made.” 

I make no objection to this statement, sir, 1] only 
desire to add so. ething to it, t. make it a little more 
specific. In 1824, the departments of Coahuila and 
Texas were united without change of their former 
boundari:s provisionally as one state—it being un- 
derstood that when Texas had strength and popula 





secretary of war of Texas, to the pres dent and 
cabinet of Texas, and dated 12th of May, 1836: 

* @© # “What good can they hope to result 
from +n extorted treatv? General Sinta Anna is 
our prisoner of war,and as such may he ready to 
enter into any agreement which our rights may re- 
quire, or our selfishness exact, but, when restored 
to liberty and power, will he feel any obligation to 
comply wit terms which he had no agency in dic- 
tating? What he assents to while a prisoner, he may 
reject when a iree.nan. Indeed, the idea of treating 
with a man in our power, who views freedorn in ac- 
quiescence, and death in opposition, seems to me 


anu tv 


tion enough, she should be made a sep rate state. 
The united state of Coahuila and Texas ran across 
the Rio Grande, »ut the boundary of Texas proper 
never did—her limits stopped at the Nueces. My 
colleague went on to refer to the treaty to which 
Santa Anna was a party atthe time he was a pri- 
soner in Texas; and he relied upon the authority of 
that miscatied treaty as conclusive. 

Sir, my colleague isa distinguished lawyer; he 
stands atthe head of his profession in Maryland, 
and that is praise enough for any man. He is the 
successor, sir, of Martin, Pinkney, and Wirt, and 
wears their mantle gracefully. But { must express 
my utter astonishment at hearing from him, that this 
mis-catled treaty between Santa Anna and the Tex 
as authorities, is conclusive on the question of boun- 
dary, Why, sir, it was no treaty at all. Santa 
Anna was a prisoner; and if he had not been, we all 
know that the constitution of Mexico contains a 
provision—that when the president of the republic 
is atthe head of the army his civil functions cease. 
He wasin captivity; and if he had not been, he 
would have had nv authority to conclude a treaty 
under the constitution of his country, which is like 
ourown in that respect. A treaty, when signed, 
requires ratification by the senate; and a trealy 














blank paper. Jt ight bave vad a moral vvligation, 
as lar ashe himself was concerned, bat 1 had not 
even a jegul obligation upon himsel!, having been 
extoried by duress. 

Mr. Foote—Wiii the senator allow me to inquire 
whether be reiers to the constitution of 19324? 

Mr. Pearce— Will the senator tiave ‘he kindues- 
to inform me whether there was any olher constitu 
tion? 

Mr. Foole—The senator can answer my inqusry ot 
nol, as he pleases. 

Mr. Pearce—1 am not furnished with any intlor- 
inuliol as io aby New constitution. | believe there 
Wasi ve. Phe constitution of 1924 wos sald lo be 
overthrown, because tis federai chhaiacter sas aby 
lished, and the central for. substituted. ii was uot 
abvlished i the whole bul only Changed in part, aud 
thereiore this provision remained wm tuil force.—IL: 
i were nol so, aud the whole constilulion were de- 
struyed, (hen Santa Anna had no constitutional 
power al aii, wd could in nO manger Dind his coun 


iny. 

Mr. Johnson, of aryiand—Whiere do you read 
trou? 

Mr. Pearce—| read from a work entitled **Texus 


and the Perxaus.” » nich Luouersiaud tw ve ihe pro- 
vuctiou of the senator trom Mississippi, aud one 
whict ] have read with great pleasure. 

‘“}hui the president Santa Anna, io bis official 
character as chiel of the Mestcap nation, and the 
Generals Dou Vincente Filisuia, Dou Jose Urrea, 
Don Jvaquis Ramires y Sesma, avd Don Autunio 
Geona, as Chiets of armies, du sulemnly acknow- 


icct independence of the Republic ot Texas, with 
such bu..udarics as are hereailer set forth aud agreed 
upon jor the sume. Aud they .O sulemniy and re 
spectively picdge the.wselves wiih all their personal 
and official alirivutes, lo procure, without uetay, the 
nat wnd complete ratification and Confirmation o} 
ihis agreement, and ail te pais thereul, By the pro- 


lualireaty of amily and Commerce, lo ve negotiated | 
With that government, ol tue City vl Mexico vy uit | 
bislers plenipotentiary lo be depuied by ihe govern- | 
mentoul bexas tui Nis higu purpose.” 
Wiy, b say, upon the very tace of che insirument| 
sedi, 1k Was buts treaty. bt was vuiting cise than | 
the pefounal uDiigative vs Gana Ausa. Now, aliow 


vi Gen. Lamar. | unverstand tbat Sania Anta was 
@ pilsuber 10 the bands O. te Pesaus, aud tai the) 
were deliverating « Deer they slivuid sihevl fila o 
la Meaiqgue, Wy Hin tur ollences against Lue laws vi 
civinZeu war, v1 Seud bins Dack uv oieaicuo. Now, 
what says Gen. Lemar, iu the paper addresseu Dy 
liu lo Presiuent burpev? 

wir. Johnson— W nat ts the date of that iete:? 

ir. Mearce—K ws w leuer trom Geno, Lumar, the 








ledge, sanction and ratily, the full, entire, and per- | 


per and legiilinale government of Mexico, by the | 
incerporatieon Of Lhe same into a Sulemin auu perp | 


we to cali the ailentiun of lue stuale tu the opinion | 








more worthy of ridicule than refutation. * * * 

With me, such pledges are iighter than the ‘moon- 

shine’s waterey beam.’ I trustthem as | would ‘a 

dicer’s oaths.’ But, independent of this considera- 
tion. it may be very well doubted whether Santa 
Anna, with every disposition to fulfil any agree- 

ment which he way now enter into, will, on his re- 

turn to Mexico, have the powertodo il. It was 
public opinion whigh drove him into war with Tex- 
as, and the same public senti.vent, o. his arrival at 
home, may keep him inthe attitude of avowed, if 
not of actual hostility tothis country. * * The 
advantage proposed to be gained from his supposed 
or probable integrity, cannot, of consequence, be 
realized, even with every willingness on his part to 
redeem his pledges. I doubt not in the leasi, that as 
s00n as the news of his defeat and imprisonment 
shall be sounded within the walls of Mexico, that 
instant wili be lost all his authority in the land, as 
he has long sioce lost the affections of the people.— 
He will be powerless either fur good orill. lam, 
therefore, decidedly opposed to all negotiation or 
arrangements with him; Orst, bes ause he is a prison- 
er, and not free to act; secondly, because he is faith- 
less and unworthy of confidence; and thirdly, be- 
cause of the creat cerisinty of tis inability to fuifil 


made by Santa Anna was of no more value than | ts promises, even with the desire to do i.” 


Well, out my colieague says that Poxis fulfilled 
the contractuo her part, Generai Fi ia accepted 
Hand .. rohed tis men buck io ti Rio Grande, 
&e Sohedid; but that did not constituie nu a trea- 
iy, Gen. Filisola not being tue catilying power. 

It wight bave been au appeal to Sinta Anna’s 
hon br; it unduubledly was 50; bul as a Wealy, *t had 
no Obligations; ik Was atrealy Made Dy « captive, 
and raified by a runaway; and, | take u, sir, that no 
validity «til be ascribed to it by any fair maa who 
understands the iacia. 

My colleague next relies, sir, on the action of the 
bexun co gfess regarding the Dounday ul the stale, 
and says, that iney passed a law desctiomig lie Riv 
Granve as the O-undary. | should ike to know 
how the mere act of the congress or jegisiuture of 
any ounlry, can auhomze the Hisiag ler bounda- 
ries where they please to put them on paper, how 
ihe declaration of any congress or govarnment can 
wake a right or aulhurize a ciaim in such a case. It 
cau dv uuliing more than assert a ciain, and | veo- 
lure iogu a little farther and say Watl presume, 
ihat iw the case uf Texas, il was uot done bona fide. 
| Phey oid not deem that they were to loke in Santa 
Fe, or any of the vatiey of the Rio Grande. ney 
cialined a great uf Lercitury in Oruer lo secure a pai. 

Sir, | dono: make this staleweut from any per- 
sovai Knowledge t.at 1 have, but 1 will reter to the 

aulhvrily of an bouvrable senator here, | beg leave 
‘tu read Irom a@>peech wade by the houvravie ir. 
Ashley at ihe seccud s@s910u of the 2B.u Congress: 

“Aru bere 1 wid aud, tua the present Quundaries 
vi iexas, Liearu isom Judge Biiis, the presiuem of 
ihe CopVebton thellorm.ed the Onusuiuuon ol Lexas, 
| aud giso a wember ol the first legisiature under that 

copvention were ixed as they iow are, soljely and 
| protessedly with a view of having a large margin in the 
negotiaiton wilh Merico, svinul Wily ine cape Ciation 
Ol itidiniig (heim as lucy VOW CXist tu loci siatule 
vouk.”” 

















| 
| 


Su, this authority is sorth all my colleague's ar- 
ray vl prvols. Bul wy «vilcague says, that alter the 
reweal ul Fuitsvta across tie river, Goueral Rusk, 
Who Was Stil: ab loc head vl the army ot IPexas and 
stationed al the Gruadalvupe, ordered the tauiiites 
between LNal parm aod ihe Kio Grande tu reiive to 
his reai, or lu remove lv the westeru bauk vl ihe 
river. ihe must of them did rere lo fis fear, OU 
wany ul lhe ole kicans preierieu ww Cruse the river 
ut sellie uli tie wppusite side. Now, sit, Gow was 
(his taking Pussessiun vi the country: Yuu uy make 
@ SuliuUT, duu all Lk a peace; of yuu way Cudpty a 
couulry Ol ls population ald Cali tk uccUupaucy Gt pos. 
sessiun; Dul yuu acquire Lv fight Gy ie wisappiica 
tig Ul tine Letts. bai pUlcisit vl bee , Gugic iiMeudly 
to bexes withdrew lv tie icar vl Gu. Musk—caiat 
is, bDeyoud the Guadaloupe, which Is iuriuer cast, 
even thou tae Nueces, Ucriamly, they sefe noi 
laking pussessivn ef the Country whic they tus 
avangoned. Certainly, they were nut vccu, yim, tas 
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valley of the Rie Grande, when they fled from it to 
the east of the G:.udaloupe to avoid the horrers of a 
border war. So the Mexican population withdrew 
to the western bank of the river, and the country was 
deserted, 

But my colleague rests bis argu~ent upon the 
ground, that if Texas had not actual possession, she 
had it potentially. as De. Johnson would have said— 
that is, that she had the power to occupy Well, 
sir, I deny that the power to take possession, would 
give a constructive possession. Ii is not a legal 
position that can be maintained. As between indi- 
viduals, actual possession of every acre of a tract of 

land is not necessary to a right. If we have the 
title to the whole, and the actual possession of a part, 
the residue not being possessed by another, the ac- 
tual possession of a part will operate the constructive 

ossession of the whole. It is so with nations. But 

exas had no right by possession, as | shall demon- 
strate to be the case; and the mere power to possess, 
ifshe had been able to take and maintain possession, 
which I do not admit, would not give a constructive 
possession. A right tothe whole, coupled with a 
possession of a part, would answer. But Texas was 
a revolutionary government, and could not divest the 
litle of Tamaulipas and other Mexican States to the 
lands lying within their respective and undoubted 
limits, except by taking and holding possession. This 
she vever did; by ber settlers o: her soldiers, for the 
occasiona! passage of tro:ps across the country was 
not possession; and, in fact, the Mexicans crossed it 
thus, as well as the Texans. Predatory excursions 
aod border frays were never held to make a posses- 
sion. 


But y colleague says that Gen. Rusk, for the 
purpose of facilliating the removal of those occupy- 
ing the country and of watching the movements of 
the Mexican army, and preparatory to an advance 
upon Matamoros, despatched Gen. Houston with a 
sufficient force to take possession of Corpus Christi, 
and that was done. This was true, sir, and this is a 
good point—I mean as to the right of Texas up to 
that limit which indeed | freely admit to have been 
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question; and I think that thess aathorities cannot.be 
overthrown. [ shall invoke first the authority of the 
senator from Missvuri whose elahorate research, and 
whose accurate and minute information, have been 
the boast of his friends and the admiration of his op- 
ponents. Now let me read from a speech made by 
that senator after the formation of the a nexation 
treaty. It will be recollected that he introduced a 
bill for the annexation of Vexas, and in that bill he 
submitted several propositions as the bases of his 
proposed arrangement. Here is what he says on the 
subject of boundary: 

“The bill which Task TIeave to bring in, besides 
authorizing and requesting the president to treat with 
Mexico and Texas for an adjustment of boundaries, 
ard for the annexation of the latter to the North 
American Union, proposes some bases of the treaties 
expected to be made. Boundary is one of these; and 
in this the basis conforms to this geographical divis- 
ions of the country—to our natural and proper lim. 
its—to the line first indicated in President Jackson’s 
proposition, a3 communicated by Mr. Van Buren to 
Mr. Poinsett in 1829; and it conforms to the boundary 
designated in Mr. Randolph's report in 1806. and to 
the resolution of the house of representatives, adopt- 
ed in pursuance to that report, and already read to 
the senate. Leaving the Rio Grande and all its val- 
ley and waters to the Mexicans, and the Mississippi 
vailey and all its waters to the United States, it pro- 
poses to follow the mountain heights from near the 
Sourn Pass. in the Rocky Mountains, called Fre- 
MoNnT’s Pass, in the map of the topographical bureau, 
along the Sierra obseura, (Dark Mountain,) until 
it subsides into a plain as it approaches the Guifof 
Mexico; and then reachiug the gulf by a live in the 
desert prairie to the west of the Rio Nueces, (Walnut 
river.) This is the boundary between the United 
States aud Mexico pointed out by the finger of nature, 
agreed upon by eminent statesmen, as proper for 
Mexico as for ourselves, and written down in the 


permanent boundary between the two first powers of 
the New Worup. Soon or late, that boundary will 
be established. 





the frontier of Texas. Beyond this they did wot go 
beyon: this they had no possession in the iegitimate | 
sense of the word, and therefore I deny that the es- | 
tablishment of the port of Corpus Christi establish. | 
ment the the claim of Texas up to the Rio Grande. | 

T: xas had no establishwents there; she had erect. | 
ed 10 forts, she had no civil officers in that country; 
no, | belive not so much as a justice of the peace or 
a constable. But it issaid as proof of possession of 
this country, that an election held at Corpus Christi 
in 1842—certain settlers came from the disputed ter. 
ritory and voted. And it is asserted that Texas 
thereby and then established her authority, not where 
they voted, but where they did not vote. Well, | 
assert exactly the reverse, and | ask whether if ber 
authority had been established on the Rio Grande 
she woulu have required her citizens to travel 150 
miles to give their votes. Why, if ‘T’exas had estab- 
jished any authority or jurisdiction on the Rio 
Grande, she would at least have had the election so 
held as to accommodate these poor fellows who were 
so desirous of exercising the elective franchise.— 
Now, | care not whether the-e people went to Cor- 
pus Christi to vote or not—nobody knows who they 
were or whence they came, how they were induced 
to come, whether they were the poor fishermen of 
Padre Island, or straggling herdsmen who attended 
their Mocks like the Nowades of the eastern world. 
The whole thing wants precision to inake it valuable 
asa fact, and if fexas had not even an election pre- 
cinet on the Rio Grande country, that of itself is 
sufficient proof that she had no establishment there 
which could constitute pussession. 

‘}he other fact which ay colleague cites as an 
authority to prove the right of Pexas is whal he sta- 
ted, on authurity of the senster from Texas, that 
certain purchasers of the colony grants of Pamauli- 
pas had their deeds recorded in ‘Lexas. We do not 
know when they were exeeuted and acknowledged. 
This, too, wants precision, detail, and finish, to give 
it certainty and moke it valuable. But suppose that 
be so, and what does it amount to more than this, 
that some shrewd, hedging fellows, Knowing that 
the country was claimed by Texas, and supposing il 
might une day be acquired by 4, thought it prudent 
to have these deeds recorded m Lexas, as weil prob- 
ably, as at Maismotos, as fuiure evideuce of their t- 


try between the Nueces ana the Rio Grande. 





ile. ‘he tact, indeed, ts stated a little too broadly, 
for il is said this was dune as far back as 1834; wie. | 
in fect, ie revolution in Texas oniy took piace in | 
1835. Ai all evenis, assuming the fact in its fuliest| 
exteut, it ouly proves that Texas bad no clerks nor | 

| 


record officers m the region of 150 miles north. 

My colleague says that uno dieXican authorities 
were to be jound there, und that Mexico had lost 
the right she oace had. Now | propose to reer to | 
a few uuthorities lo show you tue Other side of the | 


The Rio Grande del Norte (Great River of the 
North) is a Mexican river by position and possession, 
and to the Mexicans may it forever belong. The 
Mississippi, and all its waters, are ours, and to us 
the dismembered parts must return. The country 
east of the Nueces, (and including it,) from position, 
geographical affinities, soil, products, and natural 
dependence, is appurtenent to the valley of the Mis 
sippi; and must and will go where congruity and tio 
mogeniety attract it. No wise man, in an age of 
commerce, wants a great river (beyond its natural 
frontier) for a national boundary; it 1s a boundary 
fruitiul of expense, and of every species of collision 
and collusion. A mountain and a desert plain is far 
better; and these we have between us and Mexico; 
and it would be just as unwise for us to project a 


segment, or a salient angle, of our frontier across | 


this plain and mountain into the natural limits of 
Mexico, as it would be in her to make the same pro- 
jection of a segment, or angle of herself across the 


same plain and mountain, into our natural domin—| 


lon.” 

Sir, it isnotin the senate ouly that this doctrine 
has been announced. | find a distinguished member 
in the other house, in a report made by him in regard 
to the Texas gestion, made an important confession. 

On the 3d of February, 1545, Mr. lugersoil in his 
report said: 


‘The s.upendous deserts between the Nueces and | 


the Bravo rivers arethe natural boundaries between 
the Anglo Saxon and Mauritanian races. There 
ends the valley of the west—there Mexico begins.” 

‘This is the opinion of the chairman of the com- 
mittee on foregn affairs of the other house. Now, 
jel me turp to another authority. | propose to read 
from a letier from Mr. Donald-on, our charge d’al- 
{sires at ‘lexas, to Mr. Buchanan, secretary of state: 

“it is the policy of those who are onthe side of 
Mexico in the present crisis to throw upon the Uni- 
ted States the responsibility of a war for the coun- 
‘Tnat 
territory, you are aware, has vcea in the possession 
of both parties. ‘Texas has held ia peace Corpus 
Christi. Mexico hus heid Sautiago. Both partics 
have bad occasional possession oi Loredy, avd other 
bigher points. 

Mexicu, however, has threate:.ed a renewal of the 
war for ie whole of Texus, ii she accepis tie pro- 
pusals for annexation to the Union. Li she under- 
lakes such anexpedition she of course puts upon the 
hazardof war, the whole claim, and gives us the 
right of going not only to the Rio Grande, but 
wherever else we way please: 

Al page 78 of tae same document, in a letter of 
Mr. Dovaidson, the secretary of siate of Texas, | 
flud thas: 


book of fate, and the law of nature, as the true and | 
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“*My position is, ihat we ean. hold Corpus Chriet 
and ail ether points up to the Nueces. [/ attack 
the right of defence will authorize us to expel ih 
Mexicans to the Rio Grande. the 

“It is better for us to await the attack than run { 
risk of embarrassing the question of annexation yw; 
the consequences of immediate possession of the t 
ritory to the Rio Grande: You will find that | ha : 
guarded every point.” ‘ 

He had no idea of the advance of the army to th 
Rio Grande, or of an attack upon Mexico. ‘1, 
pears to have acted with such caution and prudeny 
as became his position. ‘*The right of defence woul 
authorize us to expel the Mexicans to the p; 
Grande.” Sir, how expel the Mexicans to the Rig 
Grande, if Texas bad possession up to that river 
Here you have the authority in a dozen places, 

‘The occupation of the couutry between the Nyo, 
cesand the Rio Grande, you are aware, is a disp). 
ted question. Texas holds Corpus Christi—Mex,,., 
holds the Brazos de Santiazo, near the <nouth of thy 
Rio Grunde. The threatened invasion, howeye, 
of Texas, is found upon the assumption that she ha, 
no territory independent of Mexico. 

**You can safely hold possession of Corpus Chris; 
and all other pomts up the Nueces; and if Mexicy 
attempt to dislodge you, drive her beyond the Rij 
Grande.” 

“‘Mr. Johnson. Disputed question. 

Mr. Pearce. “Disputed question.”’ So it was, 
sir. And while it wasa disputed question, he shows 
what part was in possessionof Texas and what part 
in possession of Mexico: 


‘You will have observed that in my correspondence 
with this government there has been no discussion 
of the question of limits between Mexicoand Texas, 
The joint resolution of our congress left the ques. 
tion an open one, and the preliminary proposition 
made by this government, under the auspices of the 
Pritish and French governments, as the basis of a 
definntie treaty «ith Mexico, left the question in the 
very same state. And although this government has 
sin: e indicated a point on the Rio Grande for the 
occupation of cur troops, i did not consider this cir. 
cumstance a8 varying the question, since the presi. 
dent but a few weeks belore issued a proclamation 
suspending hostilities between Texas and Mexico, 
the practical effect of which was to leave the ques- 
tion precisely as it stood when our joint resolutiva 
passed— Mexico in possession of one portion of the 
territory, and Texas of another $ asi Po; * 
The proclamation of u truce between the two na. 
| tions founded on propositions mutually acceptable 
/lo them, leaving the question of boundary not only 
an open one, but Mexico in possession of the east 
| bank of the Rio Grande, seemed to me inconsistent 
| with the expectation that in vefence of the claim 
| of Texas our troops should march immediately to 
that river. What the execuiive of Texas had de 
termined not to fight tor, but to settle by negotiation, 
to say the least of it, could as well be lett to the 
United States on the same conditions. * * 

wg ° ° * +} at once decided that we 
| should take vo such position, but should regard only 
as within te limits of our protection that portion ol 
territory actually possessed by Texas, and whicl 
she did not consider subject to negotiation.” 

If it bad been im the occupation of Texas, would 
she have been obliged to fignt for i? Sir, the i 
consistency is tuo palpable to make it necessary any 
longer to dwell upon it. Again, he says at page 9U: 

“There were many circumstances making it mex 
redicnt in my judgment, after the issue of the pro- 
clauation reterred to for Texas toattempt a forcl- 
ble possession of the Rio Grande, relying on the aid 
of the United States to maintain it.” 

Why, atlen.ptto obtam possession if she already 
had it, and if sue Lad not, what becowes of the at 
gumen? Sir, the argument ts scattered to the winds 
by the testimony of our own agents, which we cal: 
not controyert, and which we cannot doubt. | might 
as well give the senate, perhaps some additional au- 
thorities. 1 find these tacts recognised by the sec- 
retary of war to General Taylor, of the Lith Ma): 
| ‘the Ric Grande is claimed to be the voundasy 
| belween ihe lwo countries, and up to this bousdaty 
}you are to extend your protection, only excepting 
shy posis on tue eastern side thereof, which are 1 
itie aciual occupancy of Mexican forees, or Mexican 
selilements over which the republic of ‘esas did not 
| excercise jurisdiction at the period of annexation, of 
sbortly beture that event.” 

And another letter of our secretary, to the same 
oflicer, was as fuilows: z 

War Department, July 8, 1849- 
| Sim—This department is uiormed that Mexico hes 
some wililary establishments oo the east side of we 
Rio Graude, which are and for some time have pees 
im the actual occupancy of ber troops. in carr)! 
j vul (he instructions heretolore received, you Wil! ue 
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ful to avoid any acts of aggression unless an ac 

| state of war should exist. The Mexican forces 
moe pests in their possession and which have been 
. will not be disturbed as long as the relations of 
eace between the United States and Mexico con- 
fue. WM. L. MARCY. 
Brig. Gen. Z. Tayior. ye 

Well, now sir, you will recollect that in his march 
he was met at San Colorado by officers who remon- 
strated against his passage; and, at San Isabel he 
found that the custom houses had been set on fire.— 
How did this happen, if Texas had possession of this 
country? How did it happen that he found none but 
Mexicans there, burning their houses and flying from 
pis troops? The Texans were our friends. They 
would net have fled from friendly forces and burned 


are 


their houses as if our troops were barburians coming 


to waste with fire and sword. No, they were Mex. 
icans. Well, our army encamped where? In the 


Mexican corn and cotton fields border:ng the river 
commanding the city of Matamoros so as to spot 


any house inthe town. So wrote our officers from 
the very place. Sir, the senator from Missouri well 


said; that such an actas this was an act of unparallel- 
led cutrage, @ seizure of a slice of the Mexican re- 
mention another fact in connexion 
with this subject, which is worth remembrance. It 
is this—that Texas framed anew constilution, when 
she came into this Union; and took especial care not 
I looked over it to day and 
ound that she has leit that matter entirely open, be- 


public. 1 will 


to specify her boundaries. 


Nis? NATIONAL REGISTER-—JAN. 29, 1848—SPEECH OF MR. PEARCE. 


right, was referred to the state department and we 
had in response a map now on file, defining the boun- 
dary with broad blue lines, from the mouth of the, 
Rio Grande to its sources. To strenghen our posi- | 
tion as friends of the measure of snnexation, we 
were furnished also, with a memoir, giving us the 
quantity of land then claimed, the billions of acres, 
acd thousands of square miles computing the whole of 
it, from the mouth to the source of that river, That 
was the boundary for which we contended at that 
time. There was a difficulty about this boundary. 
Will the senator pardon me a few moments longer? 
Those of us who supported the treaty, never had the 
slightest difficulty in our own minds, as to the title 
to that portion of the country below New Mexico, 
or the Santa Fe country; about that portion, we did 
have some difficulty as we thought ita fair subject tor 
negotiations and we weit upon the ground that m 
was held by revolution—that the arms of Texas liad 
conquered it. 

J would observe, that a former senator from South 
Carolina, [Mr. DeDuffie,] and Mr. Walker of the 
treasury department, who were advocates with him 
of the treaty, never heard from him, or Tyler, or 
any one else in favor of the treaty. that the Nueces 
or any other iban the Rio Grande below the Nueces, 
was the proper boundary of Texas. The wap com- 
ing from his own department to which | formeriy 
referred, and the constitution of Texas, both repre- 
sented the Rio Grande as the boundary. If there 


boundary line of Texas. That call. if I remember ,so this law provided that over Texas proper, within 


Sew? a i ah ee ret 


cause the act of avnexation by which she came into 
ihe Union, made provision for the establishment of 
ihe boundary, by the government of the Union. Sir, 
the first of these annexation resolutions provides. 
(The first resolution provides, That congre-s doth 





and rightfully belonging to, the republic of Tex- 
as, nay be erected int» a new state, to be called the 
siale ol ‘lexas, with a republican form of govern- 
ment, to be adoptec ty the people of said republic, 
by deputies in convention assembled, with the con- 


sent of the existing government, in orier that the | 


same may be adwitted as one of the states of the 
Union. 

That the foregoing consent of congress is given up- 
on the co-dition, that the said state be formed, sub- 
ject to the adjustment by this government of all ques- 
uons of boundary that muy arise with other guvern- 
nents. | 

Now, way were these words introduced into that 
resolution?—Dhd not the speech of the senator irom 
Arkansas, from which | have read, turnisf a key to 
this mystery, which seems to have oppressed the 
minds of some gentleuwer? ‘That Texas was not ad- 
mitted with the limits which she had prescribed for 
herself, but with such as might be rightfully and pro- 
perly assigned to her, to be subject to settlement by 
hegotiation with this government, is as clear as any 
proposition can be. 

Mr. Calhoun.—Wiil the senator yield the floor 
that f may make a short explanation in reference to 
that treaty? Itis a treaty which I negotiated in re- 
ference to the admission of Texas, and which was 
rejected by the senate. 


in making that Weaty, and entering into it, 
iby no means assumed that the Rio dei Norte was 
ihe western boundary of Texas. On the contrary, | 
assumed that the GLoundary was unsettled one be- 
tween Mexicoand Texas. No provizious were made 
in reference to it, because ‘l’exas, by the provisions 
of that treaty, was to cowe into the Union as a terri- 
tory; aud as such, the right of the goverument of the 
United States to settle the boundary, was usquestion- 
avle; ihere was an eXpress provision to that etiect. 
It was uiffereut in reference to the resviutions uuder 
Which ‘Texas was actually ad.wutted into the Uaion, 
They proposed to admit her as a state tivt as a lerriio- 
Ty; and, coming in that characier, it would have been 
necessary to bave had the consent of ‘Texas to estab- 
lish a boundary between ber and Mexico. Those 
resolutions, to avoid the difficulties which might re- 
Sull, very properly contained a provision that the 
inatter im dispute should be settled by the government 
of the United States. 

1 am far from thinking that the treaty which | ae- 
Oliated, established the Dei Norte as the boundary. 
Miuediately alter the negotiation, 1 despatched a 

messenger to our charge in Mexico, and among oth- 
er (hings, intimated to him, that the governimeut of 
the United States was prepared to settle the buun 
dary on the most liberal terms. What boundary was 
Contemplated at the time, it 18 ulivecessary to state, 


and would be improper, perhaps, on the present 
Occasion, 


Mr. Sevier.—If the seijator from Maryland will | Know how any infereuce cau be drawn frou that, in 


indulge ine a moment, 1 would here remark, that 
When the treaty was before us, the senator from 
Missouri some ume in April, introduced a resolution 
Caliing on President Tyier, to durpish us with the 
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had been a different view entertained aboui tie 











boundary at that time I supposed | should have beard 
something of it. 


Mr. Pearce.-—| have heard the senator from South 
Carolina with a great deal of pleasure. [ had not 
forgotten that map of Texas, and | think | know all 
about it. It I recollect distinetly, in the memoir 
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her right{u! limits, the laws of the United States 
should be extended. Well, then my colleague re 

ferred to the act of February, 1846 makin, Corpus 
Christ: a port of delivery, and Galveston a port of 
entry. But Corpus Chsisti was  ithin the Jimits 
which Texas maintained by force of arms—within 

the bounds of revolutionized Texas, and undoubtedly 

we took Corpus Christi into the Union, when we 

admitted Texas, and we had as gooda right to 

establish a port of delivery there, as we had to 

establisi a port of entry at Galveston. Corpus Christi 

was the frontier settlement of Texas, and having 

been always since the reveolution under her juris- 
diction, was as little disputed as Nacogdoches tself. 
Here the possession was unquestioned, and the utle 

absolute but this fact could give no claim to the 
territory beyond her reach and not subject to the 
sway of Texas. But the act of February 2?, 
1847, is also invoked in the aid of the argumeat.— 
Sir, this act was passed long after the war was re- 
cognized by congress, indeed it was a consequence 
of the war, and cannot apply to a state of things 
existing at the commencem nt of hostilities. It pro- 
vided among others for a post route from the Brazos 
to Fort Brown. 1 well reerilect the history of that 
act and the proceedings, while it was pending here. 
Some objection was made to it, as likely tu be quo- 
ted in aid of the boundary question, when it was ex- 
plained by more than one thember. Alluw me to 
refer to it, and toread a few remarks of the honor- 
able senator from Texas on the subject. When it 
came here afier ils passage in the house of repre- 


] may take occasicn at sume fu- | sentatives, it was objected that it might involve some 
| ture period to dwell at length upon this subject. 


question as to the boundary of Texas. 


Mr. Rusk, said if he could suppose that this pro- 
vision would involve any question as to the bou da 
ry rights of Mexico or Texas, he couid urge it.— 
The establishment of this route would prevent the 











which accompanied it, the intelligent officer who 
madethe map, Lieut. Emory, stated that he felt 
himself bound to designate the boundaries of Texas 
as prescribed in her ordinance, not meaning to assign 
them as the true boundaries. It exhibited the boun- 
daries as Cluiined by ‘Texas, and | was not unaware of 
the position of the senator from 8S. Carolina on this 
poiwt; nor did | mean to say that the objection taken 
by the sevator from Missouri properly applied to this 
treaty. Probably ii | had not been interrupted, | 
should have made the explanation which the senator 
himseli has just offered. 

Bui the argument of the senator from Missours 
was conclusive to » e of the want of title to the whole 
of the country. From the source of the Rio Grande 
in the region of eternal snows, to its mouth, is the 
clime of perpetual flowers. If the senator from Ar- 
kaisas will pardon me the remark, | have often heard 
him say, that this Sante Fe country was the weak 
point oi this case. | am afiaid he did nut character- 
ise 1 exactly right alter all, | have heard of such a 
pot as iis elsewliere. It is called point no point 

lt has not the semblanee of argument; there 1s not 
the fragment of a fact to susiain it. He himself, 
admits that ‘lexas never had a soldicr at Sante Fe, 
except as a prisoner. All the Texans Liat were ever 
they were either taken prisoners by the Mexicinsor 
killed. The Mexicans bad undoubted sway there, 
they had dominions there jor centuries, and the sen 
ator irom Missouri knew that well; aud ic stated 
that they bad possession of it for a hundred years 
before La Suile ever saw the coast of ‘Vexas. Weil 
sir, We must all admil, thatthe only armed turce in 
the disputed territory on the lower as weil as the 
upper Del Norte was a Mexican force. | aliude to 
lke aru-ed company at Loredo, commissioned by the 
Mexican government. Very possibly the object was 
lo protect the people from judiau imecursious, as | 
thik I have beard stated vy the senator from ‘l'exas 
himoeelf. 


Mr. Rusk.—Loredo isin the bounds of Texas, as 
defined in the cunstitution of 24. 

Mr. Pearce.—1 know it is not in Tamaulipas. It 
was within the boundary of the United State ot Cua- 
bulla and Texas; but nut in Texas itself. In 1824 
Texus Was bol yet created Into a separate state:— 
Cuahuila eXtended acruss the country, as all the 
maps show, to the Nueces. The only walitary post 
then on the Rio Grande, was the pust of Loredo, at 
which were stationed armed wen, commissioned by 
WiexXicah authority. 

Bul my colleague referred to several acts of con- 
gress as authories, to sustain him in his position.— 
ibe first act of Di ceuber, 1545, extending the laws 
vi the U. States to Texas, wascited by him as one 
uf these authorities, 4 coniess, | am at a joss to 


luvor of Our right, or the right of ‘Texas, tothe coun- 
liy between the Nueces uod the Rio Grande. lt 
affirms po limits to ‘Texas. As the resolution of 





annexation applied only to Texas as properly iimited, 


necessity for sending the letters to the army through 
a circuit of 500 miles. He bad another reason for 
pressing this route. TeXas ever since her atinexa- 
tion, bad been worse supplied with mati routes than 
she was before. There were five or six counties 
entirely destitute of accommodation. If the biil 
was amended and sent back to the house, great de- 
lay must be the consequence; and the postmaster ge- 
neral was now wailing for its passage, to make the 
necessary contracts. 

The honorable senator from Texas then disclaim- 
ed the view of raising the question of boundary oa 
the bill? 

Mr. Rusk. Will the senator allow me to inter- 
rupt him tor a moment? My remarks were not ex- 
actly reported, though I did state the substance of 
what has just been read. 1 remarked that | did wot 
look on the bill as involving atall the question of 
boundary, that if it did, and no motion was made to 
strike out the clause, 1 should do it. 

Mr. Pearce. ‘The senator says that the report is 
substantially correct, though uot exactly so. J knew 
that the question bad been raised in the house of 
represeviaiives, and thal it was putona footing 
which 1, myseif, recognised as legitimate. | find 
that when this bill was introduced tuto the house, 
Mr. Vinton moved to amend it. 

Mr. Vinton moved to amend the bill by adding to 
the second section the following: 

“Provided, ihat nothing in this act shall be un- 
derstoud to contain an expression by congress of its 
opinion as to the question of boundary between the 
territory of the United Siates and Mexico.” 

ln the discussiow which followed, | tind that Mr. 
Dromgoole made the following rewarks: 

“Mr. Dromgoole resuming, said he supposed that 
neither the transportation of the maul, nor the esta- 
blisbme.t of a post office, or of a custom house, 
were conclusive tacts in regard to a boundary, when 
ever the two natious should see fii to enter into ne- 
goliation respecting it. But admit that this is dis- 
puted boundary,und then having the possessiun of 
il, we have the complete rigut to govern the couns 
uy during the possession even if it be @ usilitary 
pussessiun. We have nut only the power to estadlisi: 
post olices, post routes, Custum houses, Lut to intro- 
duce civil governments, vot only on this side of the 
Rio Grande, but through all the provinces of Mexi- 
co which had beeu overrun by our arms; we had the 
right to establish goverumenis during tue time we 
vccupy them. None of these were cunciusive; they 
were mere acts which we might do because we had 
possession of the country.” 

Now, sir, this is pertectly right, and 1 may add 
that it is characteristic of the intelligent, adroit, and 
skilful paritamentarian who made the remark. It 
was necessary lo supply our army with posimasters, 
and certainiy he haa suthority to do so—the country 
being in our possession by military occupation. We 
bad, undoubtedly, as good a right to esiablish a post 








route to Fort Brown as to send troops there. but i 
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need not “reve this point farther. The ground of the 
passage of the law as not that ws had a title to the 
country, and it cannot be invoked for that purpose. 
It is proof only of our military cecupation of the 
country, of which it was a consequence. 
Well, now, the next position to which I ask the 
attention cf the senate is this: that, as we were in 
ssion- that being assumed, though | think I 
have shown that it was not so—the presi¢ent was 
bound to march the forces of the United States to 
the Rie Grande, in order to dispossess tie Mexi- 


cans. 
Mr. Johnson. 1 did not say so. 
Mr. Pearce. | am aware that the senator did not 


take that position; it is the language of the president 
himself, and I find it ‘epeated in the Union of to-da;. 
Jhold that ii Texas had a rightful claim to the 
country, it being In possession of Mexico, inis gave 
bim vo righ! io march the troops of the Untied Siates 
there. That was an act of war, which, under the 
constitution of tne Us ned States, the president had 
no right to commit; this 1s Sulely at the discretion of 
congress, and is usurpation ip the other branch ot 
the government, no matter under what cicum- 
stances it may be done. | make this declaration 
under high authority. Let me remin = the sena e oi 
the example given by the senator from N Carolina, 
Mr. Badger, at the last session. When Mr. Jitters 
addressed a confidential communication tu congress, 
aod invited their atlention to the condition of 4 cer 
tain portion of the state of Louisiana, then eid 
by Spain, tu viviatiow vl the treaty of 18U3 tie re- 
presented io congress Lhat he had tried ne gvUalion 
in vain, but did uoi tee) at hoerty to send the Uni ed 
States forces into thal part of Lousiana, Ducause, 
as he said, thai act, Spas veing i possession, wight 
change the relutious Oo: the country, and lanster 
them from a state of peace toa statecf war. Mhat 
territory clearly belonged unto us alone,but it was nol 
tuken pussession of by order of the president. Spain 
for a lon, time relalved pussession of the port of 
Mobile, anc the Fier ida parishes, as they ure calied. 
Nor weve the latter taken possessivn of by ihe arms 
of the United States until 1510; the country was 
revolutionized by a sect of private adventurer-, who 
sel up a government for themselves. In that state 
of affairs, congress nut being in session, Mr. Madison 
ssued a proclamation and \ook possessivun; because, 
otherwise, as he said, the parishes woulu lave been 
considered derelict. He took it out of the bands v1 
the private adventurers W bo fad Ousted ihe Spatish 
authorities aud taken possess D ol HM. Mr. Wiautson 
did not take possession of Movile uli 1313, after ihe 
passage vi ihe secrel act Ol Cubgress ui that year, 
authorizing him to do so. Now I say, then, upon 
the sirengin ol the authurities, that if Vlexico fad 
possession of the Lerritory, or any part vl the terri: 
tory, between the Nueces anu the Riv Grande— 
even if they had commanded it trom the opposite 
bauk uf the rivet, as they uitght have done at wia- 
tamuios, the president bad no right tu tuke posses: 
sivp vi thal poruun of iti the pussession ul Mexi- 
co. J}his is nut the only mstance of the lorbearance 
with which this government bas subuutted tu ihe 
holding of couulry Dy fureigh nations, Claimed vy 
us. Ho. lovg was it velore Certam Hittish posts 
included Within the Hatts of the United States vy 
the treaty ol S33, actualy Came Ibly VUF pussessiulis 
Gieat Britain veid the, A ihiok, trom OS til ates 
Jay ‘s uealy, aod Ihe Geleal vi we dudiaus vy Geu. 
Wayne. Yer we deciured no war agaist Great 
Britaw. Gen. Wastingion hever Wnougur of sending 
an army lv loke possessivis vi these pusts. 

Me. Hannegan. ibey were velu vy Great Britain 
Lili "YO. 

Mr. Pearce. A period of t..elve years. Let me 
reier aisvo io ihe vuribeasteru vuoundal y QGuesiiun, in 
dispute, from the period uv "SS oUw iv tiie sellie 
ment vy the irualy of Washingtue iu 742. | think 
both nuuses ul Congress, Dy a Ubauiuvus Voie, de- 
clared our titic tv the Doundary as we claimed it, 
aud yet Great Britain vccupicd a portion of Lhe ter- 
ritory; even het wilitlary fucces were tuere, aud gol 
only sv, but a cilizen of the Uniteu Siates was ar 
rested op the soi clawed Dy Us, Woes carried away 
and meaurceraicd ji a Lrihieh uuligcun, yel neilucs 
Gen. Jackson, during whuse auwinr-tration ihe cou 
troversy ekisted, bor ir Van ule, Gulbig whose 
administration the incident, which | have just relat- 
ed occurred, ever thought of marching the United 
Siates troups there, and taking possession of the 
country. He Knew thal congress alone could a the 
rize such a proceeding. That dixpute «as settled by 
vegotiation, and tf one hail the turbearance had veen 
exercised towards week and prosivate Mexico, 
which was mantiested tuwatus Great istitaim, io that 
controversy, we should have hud nv war—nola urop 
of vleod would have been shed, nol a dime i your 
treasury Would buve Deen Wasted. 

Lkvow anotier imeotsuce more receni, and wore 





flagrant. 
the Caroline. There undoubtedly American blood 
was shed upon American soil—shed by British troops 


—led by a British officer, whe was applauded and 


promoted for the act; and yet Mr. Van Buren did 
not take the law into his hands—he did not make 
var against Great Britain—le did not ask congress 
to make war, ‘That was an act of hostility undoubt- 
e ly, but Mr. Van Buren was content to settle the 
matter by negotiation. I wist. to know, sir, whether 


the Uuited States intend to reverse the time honored 
makin— ’ 


Parcere subjectis, debellare superbos?” 


Shall we make war on the weak and not upon the 
Strong? I fear we have forgotten that maxi in our 
course towards Mexico, and trampled upon her who 
least able to resist us. Ido not doubt that it 1s 
the duty of the President of the United States to 
repel invasion when made within our acknowledzed 
iimits. But Ideny that that is war. I deny that 
there can be a state of war properly, so called. un- 
less the congress of the Uniied States have exerted 
their powers, and declared war. It is not for the 
president to put the country in a state of war, cer- 
tainly not to invade a territory claimed by us with. 
vul right. and then to vindicate himself by the de- 
claralion, that the territory of the United States was 
‘uvaded—that American bloo!t bad been shed upon 
American soil. Sir, | blush for the president when 
h- made that monstrous assertion. Now, as to the 
farther prosecution of war, the president tells us 
very distinctiy in his message, that we are to have 
HO peace with his consent, until complete indemnity 
stall oe obiained from Mexico—*indemnity for the 
past and security for the future”—well enaracteriz- 
ed yesterday by the senator fro Delaware, as one 
halt of Mexico for indemnity and the other half as 
security! | agree with my colleague io his declara- 
tion, that in the triumpis of our arms we have ob 
tained amp'e indemuity. 1 do not like to boast of 
the prowess of my countrymen, but certainly | have 
veen as much siruck %y their achievements in Mex- 
ico, as by the story of any baities that I have ever 
read, | know nothing to compare with them, unless 
it De the defeat of the Russians at Narva by Charles 
the MIL of Sweden As to indemnity for the ex- 
penses of the war, when, let me ask, have we ever 
suught compensation in danger trum other nations 
with whom we have been at war? We have had 
but three wars: the war of the revolutmu—a just 
one, | tuke ti—was the first one in «hen we were 
engaged, and | do nut see why we should not as weil 
demand indemoily tor ils €Xpcoses as tor the one 40 
which we are HO ipnvulved. But wobsdy dreamed 
of demanding inde-snity for that war. The war ot 
i312 was a just sar, as | DelievVe—eminenily a jus 
war—proveked by British ag .ression, by tie impress- 
ment ol our seawen, DY Injuries in vivlation of our 
commercial rights. We urged that war for three 
years, and settled H,as 1 suppose every oudy agreed, 
without any luss oO} vational hunor, bul withuut re 
ceiving OF demanding any imuemutty. We spent 
1:0u one to two hundred witilio s iv that war aud 
did vol get a penny back. Lvever tesrd that Mr. 
Madison and bis caDmet, aud the wise men who 
were iw this chamuer then, and who ratitied the 
treaty Of peace, were repruacied tor sacrificing the 
buner of the Country i Dot vdlaining pecuniary in 
veuuity, Sir, lb despise, | score Unis demand of pe 
cunlory Indem ity for violated faith whether made 
vy an inuividuai or avation. I vwever heard of such 
vglhing uniungsi genueiwmcn. | have had the Curiosity 
lo ekamine Jonah Barrington’s account of the sete 
veated Kikenuy Cluo, revowued tur vemg composed 
vi the gust chivairuus gepilemen tual ever pulled 
trigger. By their rule» the reparation of personal 
iusulis aud V1Ougs Is reduced lo a regular system.— 
Kivery vifeuce was striclly defiued, and the appropre 
ale uvegice of puumshment prescriged. It the uffence 
were slight, ihe party aggrieved might be sacisfied 
with av exclapge Of shots. If a little wore aggra- 
Vaied, IL Was Pequisile hal une party stould be dived. 
ed. When the oilence was of a very grave nature, 
sumeDody was to be well bivoded; and there was 
scarcely an oOffeuce which required, according to 
these rules Of Chivairous huivur, thal the cvmbal 
shuulu Ve mortal, Certatly, mm no imsiance, is it 
recorded in the annals oi the Kilkenny Club that 
pecuniary Compensatiun was to be vemunded by the 
party offended. Sir, Barringiun records 00 insiauce 
iu Which the offender was called upon to pay ior the 
powder aud vali consumed, the pistols used, and 
irauspertation to the field of hunur—that 1s to say, 
ine back nivel Now, lam unwilling to place a nu 
lion in a luwer scaic hau @& private inuividual; uel 


iner have IT une ruie tor Mexico and aneiher ior | 


ug taud. 


Wisat as the condition of Mexico? Before | reply 


lu that wquicy, jet me soy, thal l am perleetiy dis- | 
feabe i** ue diable Buiteux.” 


posea lo demand oi MeXice Compeusaliou 10 daua- 


Let me remind the senate of the case of | 





os ee 
ges, not for the violation of national hon 
the injuries done to our citizens in their ae. ag 
We are their guardians—guardians of their Pecuni 
ary rights, which we are bound to ins 
against Mexico and all the world, and to see rep,: 
ed by pecuniary indemnification. I hold it to my 
fectly right to demand indemnity of Mexico on tha 
ground. If she cannot give indemnity in mone tee 
us take it in land. Butdo not let us make that | 
pretext for robbing Mexico. She is Prosirate a : 
bleeding at your feet. Your armies have triumphs 
in every combat, from that of Palo Alto to the = 
battie at Chapultepec. She has been complete! 
vanquished—her towns stormed and bombarded 
her seaports in your possession or beleaguerey by 
your fleets—her government fugitive, and your ar. 
mies, in the fashionable phrase of the day, “reye}. 
ling in the halls of the Montezumas.” What More 
‘fo you want? Js not this enough? Dili you ever hear 
of the bully who, when he had knoeked his man 
down, thought it his vulgar duty to pull out his eyes? 
Do you recollect, sir, the epistle of Tom Crib to 
Big Ben? 


“What, Ben! my old hero, is this your renown? 

Is this the new go?—kick a man when he’s down, 

wees the foe has kuuck’d under, to tread on him 
then— 

By the fist of my father! I blush for thee, Ben.” 


Did you ever hear of a duellist who, when he had 
shot his man, insisted on bowie knifing him on the 
spot? Mexico cannot bring an army in the field.— 
Her revenues are exhausted. She is helpless, ex- 
cept in your mercy. Yet you propose to carry the 
var farther—*‘into the vitals of the country.” Not 
satisfied with the blood already shed, do you thirst 
for more? Do you desire more towns to bombard, 
fresh armies to defeat? When there are none of 
these to be found, will you rejoice in the slaughter 
of the miserable guerrillas? 

Mr. President, let us ‘ake care that the disgrace. 
ful guerrilla warfare of Spain be not renewed upon 
this continent! Is there to be no end of this state of 
things? Ido not believe that the violated honor of 
the country requires such vindication. That honor 
is in much greater danger of being tarnished by our 
own conduct, in the further prosecution of this war! 

But, it is said, Mexico must sue for peace! Will 
you persist in this, when she is Loo proud to sue for 
peace? You must know that she 1- anxious for peace, 
I know thet a treaty of peace can be obtained from 
Mexico. I make that assertion after the perusal of 
the correspondence veiween the Mexican commis- 
sioners and Mr. Trist. She offers ample indewany 
ior everything but the expen-es of the war. She 
proposes to cede Caliloroia, irom its junction » ith 
Oregon to the thirty-seventh degree of latitude.— 
itis Comprises nearly two hundred thousand “quare 
niles of territory, as 1 have veen told—thrice the 
territurial extent of Virginia, and larger than all the 
New England states, New York, and ones iveois 
together; and it tucluves the harbor of San Francis 
co—the coveted object of our desire, and which, sir, 
alone, is worth more than the claims of our citizens 
against Mexico. Well, Mexico gives very sulficient 
reasons why she should not cede more. She says that 
Lower Caiifornia commands her province oi Synora, 
and that she cannot be asked to give up what would 
wake her vulnerabie in her weakest point. She can- 
fot give up ail Upper Calioroia, vecause a por- 
tiun ul it is necessary (oO uvatilaim the land couwmu- 
nication between Lower California and the other 
portions of her dowimions. She cannot give up New 
Mexico, because the people there are loyal—they 
are devoted to Mexico. They abdbor union with 
this country. She caonot, therefore, give up New 
Mexico. It is cruel to insist that she should give 
up. Ido not want it, and with my vote, New Mex- 
ico will vever be added to this Union—never, sif, 
never. | 

What were the objects of the formation of this 
Union, let me read you, sir, from the constitution: 

‘We, the people of the United States, in order to 
for. a more periect union, estavlish Justice, ensure 
domestic tranquility, provide for the common de- 
fence, prowote the general wellare, and secure the 
blessings of liberty tu ourselves and our pusierily, 
do ordain aud establish (his constitution for the U- 
States of America.” 

“To estadiistt union’’—*‘to insure domestic trae 
quility"—these were amongst the glorious objects 
jor which our constitution was forwed. Sir, do you 
imagine that our union will be promoted—that our 
domestic tranquility wiil be insured by compelling 
these retractury communities to euler our Union, 10 
spite of all tne differences of blood, religion, race, 
and culor, af filed with mortal hatred of us as they 
now are. No mas can oe sv foolish, sit, as od 
pose that by such means our Union will de promuted. 
i sh i ssivie? It remiads me of tne story 
3 8uch a UDleD Possiies 


Yuu way remember, sir, she 
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tory of the two demons, who quarrelled and raised 











should suffer for the folly of the present. It is no 


“4 an uproar in Lucifer’s dominions, that he was to keep glory for the present aze and trxes for 


pei elled to interfere. He commanded them under 
“fernal pains, and penalties, to embrace and swear 
at friends forever. We did so, said the demon, 
~ have hated each other mortally ever since—such 
. will be the consequence of that union which you 
p b to bring about. Such willbe the fraternal 
ph tt between the United States and Mexico. -I 
a it predicted, sir, that if we should annex Mexi- 
co, she would be to us, what Ireland is to Great Bri- 
tain, @ perpetual source of bloodshed embarrass- 
ments, annoyance, endless disquietude. [| do trust, 
that the country will not sanction such an idea 
—that the senate will not sanction it—that in the 

rogress of this discussion, all will come to perceive 
the truth, as I think that I perceive it. 

[ have said that in my opinion, we can now obtain 
satisfactory terms from Mexico. I do not mean to 
say, that the terms offered by the Mexican commis- 
sioner, were precisely such as 1 would accept, but 
they afforded at all events, a proper basis for nego- 
jation. 
ut we do not stop here, when and where shall we 
stop? Are we to become the ocean-bound republic, 
spreading over the whole continent? That is what 
some gentlemen contemplate. I recollect that one 
very ultra gentleman said some time since, that the 
day was fast approaching, when “even China could 
be a component part of the United States! Are our 
dreams of ambition boundless?” If we go on in this 
way enlarging our bounduries, must we not eventu- 
ally be broken into fragments? Must we not come 
at last to dissolution, like the circle in the water, 
which by “broad spreading is dispersed to naugh2” 
The bards which unite our country, if strengthened 
so far, must inevitably snap. We must stop now or 
never. if we persist im this course we must come 
to tue project of my friend from Indiana, (Mr. Han- | 
NEGAN,) and then | take it, the dissolution of che 
Union would be inevilable. I..o not know that in 
such a case the event would be a matter of regret. 

Let me trouble you, with a few words more on the 
subject of the expenses of this war, in connection 
with the bill more immediately the subject of dis- 
cussion. [| have examined the statement ul the se- | 
cretary of the treasury tor this year, and 1 find that. 
the expenses of the current year, (aking ibe quarter 
which has expired, will amount to seventy-five mul- 
lions. 1 confess that 1 was startled when I saw the 
sialement. The secretary says: 
That the total receipis and weans for 

the year ending June 1848, are es- 

timated at 

The expenditures for the first quar- 
ter, which are ascertained, veing 

And the estimated expenditures tor 
the rest of the year veing as fol- 
lows: 

Civil list, foreign intercourse and 
miscellaneous 

Army proper, iciuding volunteers 

Fortifications, ordnance, arwing ai- 

litia, &c. 
lnuian department 
Pensions 1,063,523 66 | 
Naval establishment 10,241,072 47 | 
luterest on public debt and treasury | 

notes 2,250,577 18) 
Treasury notes outstanding and pay- 

able when presented 267,139 31 











| 


$42,886,545 80 | 
16,469,104 00 | 


5,486,180 42 | 
19,080,809 33 


2,036,446 SU 
1,720 660 26 








The whole expenditures will be $58,615,660 U7 





Leaving an excess of expenditures 
over means, Ist July, 1348 $15,729,114 27 


When the war commenced we had a surplus of 
twelve millions in the treasury, and congress adupt- 
ed new finuncial measures, which were expected by 
the administration to improve the condition of the 
lreasury. But we have spent the tweive milituns 
Surplus—all the current revenues which we have 
received, increased as they are said to bave been by 
the new tariff, vesides thirty eight millions, accord- 
ing to my Computation, of Juans and treasury notes. 
lo Jauuary last the secretary came to us ior twenty- 
three witlions, which te said would be aupie. But 
i @ month he asked tor authority to re-issue five 
Millions of treasury notes, aud now another joan of 
Cighteen and a naif millions is demanded for the 
present year. | apprehenu it will be necessary to 
raise wore than that for the excess ot expeuditure 
ia the year 1849. ‘This is a wolul state of things. — 

Veulure to say it you continue your miltiary ope- 
Falionus as they are now conducted, Oclore eighteen 
pete either your treasury will ve Dankrupt or you 
i decane to adopt some new and extraordina 
Seiad me aon at 1, tor one, shall be prepareu 


t 18 MOL just, sir, that ine coming geueration 


have taxes along with it. 
bring the people to a just sense of the enormity \ 
this war, is to let them feel the cost of it. 
leagne spoke of the revenue to be derived from 
Mexico, and ventured the opinion ‘hat the war could 
be sustained in this way without the cost of a dol 
Jar to our treasury. 
Mexico in her present depressed condition—kept | 
down by an enemy, holding her powerful towns-— | 
overrunning her country, her industry paralyzed— | 
her trade and business broken up—her people ground | 
to the dust by military oppression, will furnish any- | 
thing like the amount, which he has represented, as | 
accruing to her trea-ury in time of prosperity? | 
won't get a dollar whichis not forced from her at) 


he next. If you will have the glory you ought to 
I helieve the only way t» 


My col- 


But is it'o be expected that 


You | 
the point of the bayonet. He speaks of the duty. 
upon contracts, and says thal they might now be 


stamped by authority, and that thus a considerubie 


revenue would be obtained. But, sir, tney will oot | 
make these contracts, especially when there is a 
probability, that if made they will be invalidated, | 
«hen the present state of things shall terminate.— | 
Sir, this is all ilusion, and if you could get the 
whole revenue which Mexico raised in a period of | 
peace and prosperity, you woul! get but twenty-one 
millions, and your military operations are costing 
you nearly fifty millions. The secretary of the trea- 
sury, sanguine as he is does not estimate these re- 
sources half so bigh as my colleague. 

He has not been able, he says, to obtain any reli 
able statement of the amount of duties realized in 
Mexico on exports. The duties on specie might 
amouut to haif a million. The receipts from du. ies 
on imports, in a time of peace, have varied from six 
to twelve millions. What probability is there, tiat 
these would be half the first sum, when our armies 
were covering the whole country? 

Even the secretary thinks that no large portion of 
the internal revenue could be collected under our 
military; and be, wiih all his eagerness to present 
favorable view of his project, admits Wnat he has po 
sufficient data on which to vase any reliable estimate 
as to this source of revenue. So thai I caution the 
couulry agaist these dejusive conjectures. 

As for 10,000 mev propused oy the bill, 1 will not 
vole for ope of them. 

I believe with the senatot from Ky, Mr Carir- 
TENDEN, thet we have lroups enougn ior ali the legi- 
Limate purposes of ibis .ar, and more than enuvugh; 
and while i soma not deny them food and clothing 
| would not now give fur the war another soldier 
until | saw a dispositiun on the part of the executive 
to bring aDoul a peace. 

1 lovk at the honor of the country in a different 
aspect irom that in «hich it seems to be regarded by 
sume senators, 0 whom I donot impute any otner 
than pairiolic motives. | think they are eutirely 
mistaken. For wysell, 1 aaa walling to take the re- 
proach of consistent dulivess, by adhering to the 
doctrines which | have here announced, and refus- 
ing to vole a iman more uvolil 1 see a beller disposi- 


large provision. Our army had been placed, by the 
act of the executive, in a position of great peril. It 
was not for me to say that that army shoul: be sa- 
crificed. Not for an hundred millions would | have 
sacrificed one of its gallant officers, or one of its 
brave men! Perhaps I may.add, that it is very likely 
that I would have gone farther then than .ow, because 
I had not then so fully investigated the subject. An 
amendment was proposed in the house of represen. 
tatives by Mr Schenck, which fully met my views. 
The amendment was as follows: 7 

“Mr. Schenck then sent up to the clerk’s table, 
where it “as read in part, the following amendment, 
which he gave notice of his intention to offer at the 
proper line: : 

“Strike out all after the enacting clause and in- 
sert: 

“Whereas, it has been communicated to congress 
by the President of the United States, that this go- 


vernment is now at war with Mexico, and a call has 


been made on congress for means to prosecute hos- 
tilities on the part of the United States; and 
‘Whereas, congress is informed that, in a war 
thus com senced, losses have occurred to the army 
of the United States employed by the president on 
the bunk of the river Det Norte, and that such army, 
if not already lost, is in an exposed and perilous sit- 
uation, and requires speedy relief and rewforcement: 
Therefoie, 
Be it enacted, &c , That while congress will not 


sanction or approve the forcible occupation, under 


the orcers of the President of the United States of 
territor, between the river Nueces and Dei Norte, 
by the armed torees of the United States, nor of any 
hostilities Which have been carried on by order of 
the president against the government or poopie at 
Mexico, yet to enable the President of the United 
States to relieve and extricate the army of the U. 
S.ates from the position in which it has become in- 
volved, aud to prevent any invasion or encroach- 
ments upo the territory of this Union, and to pro- 
lect und detend to the fullest extent, the citizens and 
| provle of tue Unned States, as tar as the same diay 
be m any way affected or endangered by hostilities 
with Mexico, the president is hereby authorised, in 
addition to all the iwilitaty and naval forces of the 
United Siates, to call tor,” &c. 

That proposition, sir, would have met my entire 
approbation; and if that bad failed, I shouid have 
been unwilling to place myself in the position of de- 
bying Supplies to our army in peril. 1 should de dis- 
pused to take care of my own household first, and it 
would be only in the flush of victory that I shuuld 
feel inclined to spare those with whom we are war- 
ring. 

Mr. Badger. I understand that the honorable se- 
nator frou. South Carolina, farthest from me, desires 
to occupy the attention of the senate when the con- 
sideration of this subject shall be next resumed. [| 
shall therelure, very cheeriully yield to tin, hoping 
however, that Lway e allowed to follow hus.— 
With that understanding, sir, 1 would new move an 
adjuurnment. 


Mr. Cass. It the senator will pardon me, | would 


tiun OO the part of the executive to make peace. ee ui the senator from Maryiand, whether Lam 


believe thal the favurable epportunity to make peace 
was allowed to pass unimproved. I| believe that if 
liis government had not demanded too much, they 
could have made a peace periectly satisfactory to 
the country, aud that it suli may be obtained on just 
and honerabdle terms. 1 will nut increase tne turces 
in Ylexico tur tue purpose of overcunning aud an- 
vexing the country. it would be a Jasiing reproach 
to ustodoso. 1 wish to see the United Siates dis- 
posed to seitic this controversy in a spirit of mag- 
vaniunity more glorious even, than all the victories 
we have gained. 


Mr. Badger, rose and signified his intention of ad- 
dressity the senate on the bill under consideration. 
Mr. Johnson, oi Md. | ask tue indulgence of the 
senator irom N. Catviina. i rise t put a question 
to my cuileague, to which L hope he will reply now, 
if he Can, and if not, al some future time, when he 
shall have reflected on the answer. if Lam right io 
my recoiiecuion, my frieud was nut here on the 13ih 
vt May, 1846, when the law Oi thal session passed. 

Mr. Pearce assented. 

Mr. Joanson. 1: aw right, then, as to the opinions 
ol my cuileazue al thal Line, U be bad veen here, he 
would uot have vuted for the law as it passed. It | 
aun right as to Lhe reason wich would have influenc- 
ed lim in giving that vote, at wouid bave veen de- 
cause of the preawbie to thatact. The question | 
vow wish lou propound is—whetber he would have 
voted for that law without tbe preambles 

Mr. Pearce. Yes; 1 should nave doue so. 

Mr. Johnson. Just so. 

Mr. Pearce. Bui, | veg tosay something farther. 
| [t was necessary tial some wililary provisiun suvuid 





be wade, and the exigency seemed to require a very 


lo understand him as having said, that the expendi 
lures vi ue present year will be seveuty-five mil- 
lions. 


Mr. Pearce. 1 stated tha: the estimates for the 
preseut year, including the actual expenses of the 
first quarter, »oulu amount to seventy-tive uliions, 
bui, 1 have vow reasun to suppuse that | was mis- 
taken. Ihe senator trom Counecticut, (Mr. Nives,) 
has Satisfied me that sixteen millions, the expeuses 
of the first quarter, were carried out under the same 
lille, and, as 1 supposed that they were not, I tefl 
into that error tn wy calculation, But I detieve that 
further defficiencies will ruo the actual expenditures 
of the year tu $70,000 JOU. 

Mr. Cass. Wid tne se.ator give an estimate of the 
expenses vi the wat? 

Mr. Pearce. I stated the tact, sir, that you had 
tweive uiliiivuos ia the treasury at lhe Coumence- 
meut of the war. There can be av doubt about that, 
i then said that there was authorised to be borrow- 
ed, or issued in treasury noles—the same as a luan— 
the sua of tuirly eigut millions, authorised to 06 
re issued by the act of tast sessiun. Will the sena- 
lur have the Kiuduess to say whesher Lam mistaken? 

Mr. Cass. 1 merely wanted to know. what this 
estimate was. 

Mr. Pearce. I should be very giad if the senator 
would iuroish me with meaus of waking a Oelier 
estimate, if } am wrong. 

Mr. Cass. If the request had been made, I should 
have cu..pied with it with a great deal ot pleasure. 

Mr. Pearce. No udoutt. It ine geatiewan wishes 
| to pul Me upon a Cruss-examination 
| Whe. Cass. On uo, DY ho meats. 
Ihe senate then adjourned. 









































































































. 
s 


; 


sacral... 
pee 


egies 





oo cia esa 





ee a 
















































































* 
piece chit Se iider a4 an 
Pitt oP ED age eg ee nes Cheats ee ate tt a RN, pith en 


oa 
ca 


Papal nilee oincs tie coe 


% Be Wea ect 


DiS in 24 


sy 
i ee ee 


“Ss pmo: 
t 























352 





ner 


are enero a eer 





NiukS NATIWNAL SEGISTER—JAN. 29, 1848—CHRONIGLE. 








CHRONICLE. 





New Mexico. 
6th and reached Independence Mo. on the 20th De- 
cember. 

The New Mewican Legislatuve was in session. 
Santa Fe Republican remarks: 

“The proceedings in both houses are conducted 


with dignity and decorum, and in a manner highly 
‘duty well, and finds his position verified, by tie voice | 


creditable to men unaccustomed to our system of leg- 


islation. All that is wanted is a little time and a lit- 
tle labor to make New Mexico a worthy and respec- | 


table portion of the U. States.” 


A bill calling a convention to tak: into consi era-' 


tion the annexation of New Mexico to the United States, 
one regulating marriage, ancther reguiuting ceime- 


teries, and another for taking the censu-, sere under 


discussion. 

Goy. Viait’s message is of no special interest.— 
He recommends the encouragement of education, 
stating that there is only one school in the terri- 
tory. 


ANNEXATION FROM A NEW BASis. From the preceed- 
ings of the jegisiature of New Mexico, which was 
left in session at Santa Fe by our latest intelligence 
from thence, we learn that there is a project before 
that body for annexing New Mexico to the United 
States on their own authority. - 


YucaTan ANNEXxaTION-—The Washington corres- 
pondent of the N. Y. Courier writes, that accredited 
agents from the government of Yucatan are now at 
Washington, with propositions for the annexation of 
that part of Mexico to the United States. The wri- 
ter adds that they have not been very cordially re- 
ceived by the president. 

The arrival of those commissioners at New Or- 
leans, was announced by us some weeks since. 


Guitamala sent commissioners to the United States | 
on a similar errand, in 1524, long before the annexe- | 


tion of Texas was agitated. 


ANNEXATION OF CuBa.— The N. O. Patria announ- 


ces that it is informed through a respectable source, | 


that a new Spanish journal will, in the course of a 
very short time, be established in that city, ‘dedica- 
ted exclusively io advocate the emancipation of the 
Island of Cuba, and its annexation to the United 
States.» One of the two principal editors will come 
from Havana, where the sum of $10,000 is already 
available, for this new enterprize; the other is already 
in the United States. With regard to its introduc- 


tion into Cuba, in anticipation of the hostility of 


General O'Donnell, it is stated that the persons in- 
terested have so well established relations there, 
that there will be no difficulty in distributing 5,000 
copies of the paper among the inhabitants of the I[s- 
land. 


Mr. Trist.—The Washington correspondent of 


the Philadelphia Ledger says that Mr. Trist is abou 
to be dismissed from the state department, and Mr. 
Appleton, now chief clerk of the navy department 
appointed in his place The reason assigned is, that 
Mr. Trist bas transcended his powers as peace commis- 
sioner in Mexico. 

Rumors had reached Vera Cruz prior to our last 
dates from thence, that a treaty had been concluded 
between Mr. Trist, and the Mexican commissioners. 
Vera Cruz papers placed no reliance upon the report, 
but private letiers from the city of Mexico, have 
been received which countenance such a result. Re- 
ports were current in Washington the beginning of this 
week, which looked to such anevent. On Wednes- 
day the National Intelligencer announced that they 
had themselves received a letter from their correspon- 
dent at New Orleans, dated the 16th inst., giving in- 
formation which he said was received from such a 
source as to leave little doubt on his mind, of its cor- 


rectness, that “Mr. Trist has signed a treaty, and | 
that it will be received here (N. Orleans) by the next | 


arrival.” 


PaImnTinG FOR THE CAPpiTOL.—M1. Powe, the ar- 
tist, who has been employed by congress to fill the 
remaining vacant panel in the rotunda, has selected 
for his subject, The discovery of the Mississippi by De 
Soto; location, the high biufis in the vicinity of Na- 
chez, which overlooks the river and commands an ex- 
tended view of its windings. 
rable. 


mence transferring it to canvass, 


The 








The selection is adii:i- | 





GENERAL ‘Trees .in. letter anions: ck owledgi ng the 


receipt of resolutions highly complimentary of him- 


Mr. Aubrey, ‘left Santa Fe on the self, passed by a Democratic Convention in Geor- 
gia, quotes the resolutions, and thus endorses ‘hem— 


‘“‘The preferment <f political aspirants, may have 
cast in the shade one, who was second in command 
at a> A to, and Resaca, nct behind at Monterer, 
and first at Cerro Gordo; but f.« still has the approv- 
ing consolation within himself, of having done his 


of the army, and what is still more grateful, by the 
approbation of his friends at home.” 


U. S. sewaror Dixon H. Lewis, in a letter writ- 
ten in reply to enquiries from a ‘mini t-a ion members 
of the jegislature of Alabamz, whilst that body were 
balloting for senator, says— ‘ 

“Differing with him (Mr. Calhoun) distinctly on the 


| subject of the Mexican war, as do a majority of those 


{ propose to represent, I have no desire to see him 
brought forward for the presidency or vice presiden- 
cy; nor do I believe such is the expectation either of 
himself or of those who have been regarded as his 
especial friends.” Mr. Lewis further declares that he 
‘shall support the nominees of a Democratic Conven- 
tion, if they are sound on the subject of the Wilmot 
proviso,’ expressing his preference ‘ora candidate 
from the free states; and in reference to the war says: 
“tam in favor of its vigorous prosecution, to the ex- 
tent of ample indemnity for the past, and security 
for the future.” 


Tue Houmas’ cramm. The attorney general of 
the United States, who was directed by a resolution 
of the senate of the U. S., on the 26th June, 1846, 
to examine the evidences of title in the case of a cer- 
tain Spanish land claim in the state of Louisiana, ly- 
ing on the Mississippi, above New Orleans, called 
the Hioumas’ claim, and to report his opinion thereon 
to the president, together with his opinion as to the 
legality of certain patents issued in favor of certain 
claimants under said grant by Mr. Bibb, while secre- 
tary of the treasury, has performed that duty and 
given an opinion, ‘““That the patents which have been 
i ssued in the case of the Donaldson & Scott claim and 


the Clark claim were so issued without authority of | 


law, and therefore void and of no effect.” 
' [ National Intel. 


EXPELLED REPORTERS RE-ADMITTED.—The senate 
of the United States have passed resolutions readmit- 
ting the editors of the Union to the privilege of seats 
on their floor. The resolution was zdopted without 
opposition, and by a unanimous vote. By a similar 
resolution, Mr. Dow, reporter of the N. York Tri- 
bune is also readmitted. 


At the new blacksmith’s shop, Washington navy 
yard, they are puiting up a new steain hammer, com- 
posed of a solid block of iron weighing 16,000 Ibs. 
The bed in which this is to be placed weighs 10,000, 
making the weight of the hammer when completed 
26,000 pounds. 


Leven. or Laxe Ontario —The Rechester Demo- 
crat gives a record of the height of Lake Ontario, 


‘on the first day of each month of the last year, from 


which it appears that the fluctuation within that pe- 
riod has bcen no Jess than 23 inches. 

The change in the level of the western lakes puz- 
zie the curious. 


Tue Pirrspure anp ConNELLSVILLE RAILROAD.— 
The ceremony of commencing the construction of the 
lipk designed to connect the Chesaptake emporium 
with the great west, took piace at Union on the 20th. 
The western Pennsylvanians are in earnest on this 
subject Most heartily we wish them success. 


Lelters for the army and navy.—The postmaster 
general has decided that letters to the officers and 
seamen of the navy, as well as of the army in Mexi- 
co, and on the Mexican coast, or the frontier, are 
free of postage, under the law of the last session. 


Gen. Harrison’s carriages. The Frankfort (Ky.) 
Commonwealth contains an advertisemont offering 
for sale the splendid family carriage of the lamented 
Gen. Harrison. It was presented to Gen. H. by the 
citizens of Baltimore; the original cost was $3,500, 


‘and it is now very nearly as good as when new; 
The library cominittee have approved of his | 
cartoon, and the artist has leit Washington to com-| circumstences of the family are not such as will per-| jn a few days 1.07 Lolucy, ic Capiias vi Lid 564° 
| mit them to keep it, 


though it will be sold for greatly less than cost, The 











Funeral honors, were paid to the Sina ce 
Butler and Dickinson, on Tuesday last, by the le, 
zens of Columbia, S.C. . An ad was deliv. 
by Col. Preston. The remains of Col. Butler y, 
entombed at Columbia, and those of Lieut. Co} hay 
inson were conveyed to Camden under escort. ~ 


The same paper announces also the fail 
rand & McKenzie, American mere hanls—lisbilse; 


£70,000. 


Pca S wien emery mAs Age the failure 

essrs. Thomas oseph Sands, propri 

steamer Sarah Sands. eee ere wt 
Tue raitures IN Great Brirain.—The N, Yo 

Heraid publishes the following statement of failur 

in Great Britain trom the Ist of August, to the Ith 

of December, 1847. 


No. Amounts known, 
August 17 £2.408 859 
September 20 5,745 854 
October 22 4,411,075 
November 35 2 854 464 
December 12 898 009 
Totals, 104 26,38} 25) 
81 not known, say, 4,050,000 
7 banks, do do 268,95) 


— Sheena bs 
Grand totai, 192 £28 799 09 

This is tor Great Britain and Ireland alone. ‘Phe 
failures from December 11th to January Ist, remarks 
the Herald, » all swell the list to more than t 0 hup. 
dred, and the amount to wore than £24,000,009 
equal to over one hundred and twenty millions dol- 
la. 3. 

We have recent intelligence from Barbadoes, W. 
I., of the failure of the West India Bank. Great 
distress is anticipated there. 


Cana Bank or New Ornveans.—A run was made 
on the 6th inst., upow the Canal Bank of the city of 
New Orleans, in consequence of some uniounded 
rumors. The s.vall holders of notes commenced ag 
soon as the bank was opened, to demand specie. |i 
a little while the hall was crowded with bill holders 
aad spectators, and remained so till nearly 3 o’clock, 
The officers of the bank stuck up a notice that the 
bank would be continued open till dark, in erder to 
satisfy all demands; additional paying tellers were 
employed, and not only their own notes, but those 
of all the city banks that were presented were casi 
ed. The bank had on that day, 1,877,117 dollars 
in hand in specie, against 1,286 260 doilars of their 
notes in circulation. Hi every note they had out had 
been presented for payment, théy could bave paid 
the whole and would have had $590,557 iv specie 
left. ‘Phe demand began to fail off about noon, and 
before night had entirely ceased. 

The New York Sun says: 

“We have private accounts from New Orleans, 
announcing the suspension of twelve commercidl 
establishments in that city, during the first week Ww 
January. These disasters were caused by ihe de- 
preciation of sugar and molasses, upon which the 
factors had made advances to planters, to a cunsi- 
erable a-vount avove the proceeds of consiznmeass.” 

We see uo accounts corronhorating the foregoing 
item, and suspect that there is tile truth in it. 


The brig Rupert, bound from Pensacola to Tam 
pico, with a cargo of lumber of the U, S. govets 
ment, was wrecked on ['ampico bar on the Ist Jan, 
a total iuss. 

Despatches were received at Vera Cruz in the 


course of the night of the 3lst ull. by a courier frow 


Mr. Boyle, British charge d’atfairs at the cily o 
Mexico. They were immediately despatched | 
New Orleavs by her majesty’s brig of war Daring: 
Nothing positive was knuwn with respect to these 
despatches; but an opinion existed at Vera Cruz 
that they were negotiations lor peace. This opine 
was strengthened by the fact that a British vessel of 


war was seni to N. Orleans with them, without 


wailing lor a steamer. 


On the 2d inst..a detachment of 25 dragoons under 
Capi. C. Ker, reached Vera Cruz, having lel! ihe 
city of Mexico op the 27th, Dee. with despalene 


for Washington. Mr. Trisidid nut accompany ew 
Geu,. Cushing’s brigade, comprising the Ist and 


Pennsylvama regiments, New York, South Carolus 


aud MaSsuChusells +Oiunteers. went to Sab Angel. 

Decemue: 1U.—* We presume they wall nave a0 
other place of destinalioi shortly. 

A smaii command bad veen despaiched iro 
fantry, uuder Col. Waiters, tot the uiting di-icicl Y 
Real dei Monie, on tue tuau iv ards fampicys ' 
the purpose vi CUlitue bf bibte 
alnhings coimpabies. Auvioet was expected ts 


Mexico. 
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